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Upper Room – Part 6 
Jesus’ Goals and Purpose for His Departure – Lesson 1 

John 14:1-14 

 
Here Jesus will _encourage__ and __instruct__ His disciples hours before He suffers for the sins of the world.  
He will explain the goals and purpose of His departure and answer questions.  These words are not only for the 

eleven but also applicable to all believers through the ages. 
 

Jesus will not only instruct and give encouragement but will also address questions patiently.  (Peter, Thomas, 
Phillip; Judas; as well as a question from the whole of the disciples)     He will start with answering Peter’s 
questions from John 13:36-37, “where are you going?” and “why can’t I come?”.   
 

The upper room is full of very sad, anxious, confused and troubled hearts!  And Jesus says, 
 

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.” John 14:1   

 

Jesus had been revealing some troubling events that were to come to pass very soon.  Name some:  He was soon 

to leave them.  One of their own was to betray Him; their leader would deny Him; all would be offended; all 
would be in danger    But the most troubling statement that Jesus made to the disciples was that He was leaving 

them.  This caused the most anxiety.   
 
 

 
“troubled” – This same word was used to describe Jesus’ spirit in John 11:33; 12:27; 13:21  Jesus  knows the 
emotion of sorrow.   He is our example of how to proceed through it! 

 
 

 
“ye believe in God, believe also in me.” – exhortation to faith!  fear = faithless   literally – “you do have faith in 
God, now I command you to trust in me also!”/”Ye trust in God though unseen, in like manner trust in me when 

I shall be no longer visibly present with you.”   This is a command in the Gk;   Have faith – hold on to it, rely on 
it, keep going!  This is a statement about faith and trust.  Paul will use the same thoughts in Phil. 4:6-7. 

 
 

 

I. Jesus is Preparing a Place in His Father’s House  

“In my Father's house are many mansions  (GK – dwellings, apartments, individual rooms, abodes): if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” John 14:2 

“In my Father’s house”/”I go to prepare a place for you” – picture of the Jewish betrothal – Jesus is building the 

dwelling place of each individual disciples in His Father’s house.  He will not forget them but will be preparing 
for their reuniting.  The separation that they feared would not be permanent.  Instead of just the Father’s house it 

will be “our house”!  A child does not call his home “Dad’s house” but “our house”!   

This is the first reason why He is leaving! 

“Home is the place that, when you arrive there, they have to take you in!”    Robert Frost 

“if it were not so, I would have told you.” – Jesus is putting His entire reputation on it.  This is truth!  

 



II. Jesus Promises to Return for Them 

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 

there ye may be also.  And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.  ” John 14:3-4 

“And if I go and prepare a place for you,” – He was answering why He was going and it was definitely to their 
advantage! 

“I will come again, and receive you unto myself;” – Gk – certainty and impending nature of the event is 
expressed here.  Theologians have consistently seen this passage as the first reference to the rapture.  Christ is 

promising to come and remove the saint from the world and take them to God, unlike Him coming in the clouds 
on a white horse to set up His Kingdom.  The realization of the rapture has always been a deterrent to sorrow of 

heart.  (I Thess. 4:13-18)  The separation is not permanent.  This is our “hope” – our expectation to life with 
Christ!   

 

“that where I am, there ye may be also.” – This is the heart of our wonderful Jesus!  He wants us with Him!  

Jesus is emphasizing being together, not the heavenly dwellings.  He looked and continues to look forward to 
this day!   

 

“And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.” – This was not new revelation.  He had spoken many times 
of the “strait” and narrow way to God, how the Father draws man, that He was the Gate, Door, Shepherd, Light, 

and Life (John 10:6-18).  He was the way to eternal life.  Even when speaking to Nicodemus, Jesus said that to 
see eternal life he needed to believe in the Son.  So Jesus expected the disciples to know He was going to His 

Father and they should have known He was the way.  But there was confusion at the table! In John 10:6-18, 
Jesus had given a series of “I am” to the disciples.  He had told them He was they way! 

 

“Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?”       

John 14:5   

 Where did Jesus say He was going? – Father’s House    This was the catalyst to the discussion on knowing the 
Father and the way to get there---“I am the way”.  These men didn’t feel like they knew the Father but Jesus 
makes it clear they do because they knew Him.  He reveals the Father!   

 

Thomas – He didn’t seem to understand the idea of “His Father’s house”.   Thomas had shown his love and 
desire to be with Jesus.  In John 11:16, he was willing to follow Jesus to Jerusalem and maybe even to death.  
Thomas was a faithful follower, but now he was confused on where Jesus was going so therefore how could he 

know the way!    

 

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

John 14:6   



I’ll never forget sitting in the chair of my beautician, and she asking me randomly what this verse meant.  We 
had many spiritual discussions over the years.  But that particular day I was tired and looking forward to sitting 

quietly, instead what a blessing to share the truths of Christ from this verse.  Not long after, we started a one-on-
one Bible study together looking at the life of Christ and she made a profession of belief in Christ as her Savior 

shortly after the birth of Jesus!  What a blessing!   

Here, Jesus makes a dogmatic statement of truth!   But when we have truth we can be dogmatic!                      
This exclusive statement has set a division between Him and man’s religious systems. 

“the way,” –  Jesus is the exclusive way to the place He is preparing for His saints.  He is just not teaching about 

the way or pointing the way, but IS the way!  He is the way to the Father!  Matt. 7:13-14; Luke 13:24;          
John 10:7-9; Acts 4:12   

 

 “the truth,” –  Jesus is the exclusively truth.   All other explanations to the place He is preparing for His saints 
is false.  In comparisons with other gods and explanations to be with those gods are unreal.  He is the standard 

of truth, He is dependable and infallible, and in Him is all truth found!  John 1:14.17; 8:31-32; 17:3  

 

“the life:” – Jesus is the source of our Spiritual life and Eternal life.  John 10:10; 11:25    Before salvation our 
spirits are dead in sin.  Eph. 2:1-10     But Christ made us alive.  John 3:16 tells us that when we put our faith in 

Christ we will have eternal life.  Jesus is our life abundant.    

 

“no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” – This is a dogmatic statement of truth!  It is very specific and 
very clear.  You cannot come to the Father but by Christ.  Yet for generations people have argued against this 

truth.  Paul spoke against the view, working our way to heaven, in Eph. 2:8-9, Titus 3:3-7, and Rom. 4:4-5.  
Your only trust for heaven must be in the work of Christ when He died for your sins.   

 

“Jesus says he is the only way to God the Father.  Some people may argue that this is too narrow.                    

In reality, it is wide enough for the whole world, if the world chooses to accept it.                                       
Instead of worrying about how limited it sounds to have only one way, we should be saying,                     
“Thank you, God, for providing a sure way to get to you!”  Life Application Bible p. 1837 

“If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have 

seen him.” John 14:7                                                                                                                                                                                           

Jesus is still answering Thomas’ question about where He was going.  Jesus had said to His Father’s house to 
prepare a place for them.  To have known Jesus was equal to knowing the Father.  In John 13-17 the word 

“Father” is used 53 times.  Jesus came from the Father, was doing the Father’s will, prayed to the Father, was 
going to the Father; spoke of the Father, and on and on.   

This statement draws out the next question from Philip.  It really shows the lack of understanding of who Jesus, 

their Messiah, really was – the Son of God, God in the flesh 

 



Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us (Gk - desired an experience) the Father, and it sufficeth us.  Jesus 

saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath 

seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?  Believest (singular – only to 
Phillip) thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? (Gk – the question is worded in such a way 

that it expects a yes answer) the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that 

dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.  Believe (plural – to all the disciples) me that I am in the Father, and 

the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake.”  John 14:8-11 

Philip –   Jesus called Philip to follow Him in John 1:43-45.  He had limited knowledge of who Jesus was at that 

time and unfortunately seems like he hadn’t grown much!    He didn’t seem to really know Jesus!  The book of 
John has the word “know” about 140 times!  This was the desire of John for his readers, to know Jesus!   Here 

Philip seems to desire an experience like that of Moses in Exodus 33.  He seemed not to have been satisfied 
with the past 3 years (calming the sea, healing the blind, handing out bread and fish to 9000 men plus women 
and children, water to wine, raising of Lazareth). 

 

“he that hath seen me hath seen the Father;” –   The disciples didn’t feel like they knew the Father, but Jesus 
makes it clear they do because they knew Him.  He revealed the Father.  This was at the core of His mission.  
John 1:18   

 

“the Father that dwelleth in me,”/ “I am in the Father, and the Father in me:” –  The disciples did not understand 
the revelation that Jesus was making and had made!  He revealed His Father in two ways: works & words.  
Jesus had used this argument with the unbelieving Jews in John 10:37-38.                                                          

➢ “works” – Jesus’ miracles showed God everyday.  Go around your group several times mentioning the 

different miracles of Christ.  Miracles of healing, nature, against demons.  John 2:11; 5:36; 10:37        
All show the power of God.  

 

➢ “words” – Jesus’ teachings showed God everyday.  Go around your group several times talking about 

the teachings of Jesus.  They all show the character of God.   

The search for God ends in knowing Christ; there is oneness between Father and Son. Heb. 1:1-3; Col. 1:14-15 

 

“There are no attributes of deity that the Son does not possess.  This statement is most powerful.          
Everything that is true of God the Father is also true of the Son.”  KJV Study Bible  p. 1640 

III. Jesus Gives the Prospect of Doing Greater Works  

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 

works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.” John 14:12 

“greater works” –  Jesus is not saying they are going to do more amazing miracles then He did, rather, their 
work would be much more far reaching in scope.  No one could do greater works then the Son of God, but with 



the power of the Holy Spirit, a ministry of almost 2000 years, and the whole world to work, we do have “greater 
works”.  John McArthur said, “not meaning greater works in power but in extent” One Perfect Life pg. 413              

The focus is on spiritual rather then physical miracles.  Acts 17:6    He had called these disciples to follow Him, 

He had sent them out to preach twice, and now He is revealing that they are going out to do “greater works”.  
They will be His ambassadors.  2 Cor. 5:17-21 

“because I go unto my Father.” – Jesus is giving several reasons why He is leaving.  One is to prepare dwelling 

places for His own.  Here He says, so they can do greater works.  Jesus will introduce two important 
components to be successful in these greater works.                                                                                               

1. Prayer in His Name and  2. the Holy Spirit  John 14:16; 16:7 

 

IV. Jesus Tells of Unlimited Prayer Possibilities    This is directly associated with the greater works we will 
do to glorify God.   

“And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If 

ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.”  John 14:13-14 

“ask in my name,” –  Gk – as an agent or representative    Jesus is with the Father and is our advocate.  He prays 
for us as He did for Peter.  As sent workers or ambassadors for Christ, appeal to the Father in Jesus’ name.  We 
appeal to our authority for assistance!  Acts 3:6 

 

“that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” – Jesus is speaking of the great works ahead of the 
disciples, when done correctly they will bring glory to the Father and the Son.  Ask in Jesus’ name for the 
unlimited power and resources to do that work!    Prayer in Jesus’ name will result in greater works!   

 

 
Believers Application:   
 

1. Our deterrent to the sorrows and disappoints of this life is our hope of being with Christ one day!    
  

We can endure this life with the knowledge that heaven is ahead.  Even Jesus had this hope.   

Heb. 12:2; Rom. 8:18   The words to the hymn “It Will Be Worth It All” states this truth so well.    
 

Sometimes the day seems long,  

Our trials hard to bear.  

We’re tempted to complain,  

to murmur and despair.  

But Christ will soon appear  

to catch his bride away!  

All tears forever over  

in God's eternal day!  
 
CHORUS:  

It will be worth it all  

when we see Jesus!  

Life's trials will seem so small  

when we see Christ.  

One glimpse of his dear face,  

all sorrow will erase.  



So, bravely run the race  

till we see Christ.  

 

At times the sky seems dark,  

with not a ray of light;  

We're tossed and driven on,  

no human help in sight.  

But there is One in heaven,  

Who knows our deepest care;  

Let Jesus solve your problems,  

just go to him in prayer.  
 

Life's day will soon be o're,  

all storms forever past;  

We'll cross the great divide  

to Glory, safe at last!  

We'll share the joys of heaven:  

a harp, a home, a crown;  

The tempter will be banished,  

We'll lay our burdens down. 

 
2.  Set your mind on seeing Jesus!    In our flesh we get excited about a “mansion” set beside a street of gold, 
gates of pearls, walls of precious gems, seeing loved ones, no pain or tears, but realize we are thinking so 

earthly and down right fleshly!   Get to know our Jesus here in this passage!  His heart is a desire to be with us!  
Having our companionship, being together, and fellowshipping!   He loves us!  Seek to start thinking His 

thoughts on this subject.  Continue to get to know Christ and the desire to see Him will grow!   
 
 

 
 

3.  Prayer – Ask in Jesus’ name? –   Praying in Jesus’ name is not a formula for prayer success!   We all love 
formulas and cliques but tacking “in Jesus name” does not guarantee all our requests will be answered!  This is 
directly associated with the greater works that we will do.  When using “in Jesus’ name”, our requests needs to 
be in line with glorifying God in His work.  We are Christ’s ambassadors, and carrying out His work!  Here in 

John 14, He is giving us the privilege and opportunity to use His name when requesting God’s help in the work.   
When doing so, we are to ask in our Authority’s name.  That authority has been given to us; we have that same 

power and authority.   What kind of prayer should be using “in Jesus name”:   1. For God’s purposes and the 
spreading of His Gospel        2 Based on Christ’s merits not ours    3.  For God’s glory alone     You ask God 
like that and He will answer you, then comes that “greater work”!   

 

 
 


