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Vol. 8 #7 WK TE 

Upper Room – Part 7 
Jesus’ Purposes for His Departure – Lesson 2 

John 14:15-31 
 

Jesus will continue to _encourage__ and __instruct__ His disciples hours before He suffers for the sins of the 
world.  In John 14:1-14, He told of the _places__ He would prepare for the disciples and how He would 

__return__ for them.  This brought up questions from both Thomas and Phillip which lead to His declaration 
that they would do __greater__ __works__ then He.  The verses finished with the invitation to use His 

__name__ in prayer promising unlimited possibilities.  The rest of the chapter goes on with Jesus telling two 
more purposes of His going away.   
 

Our “greater works” and answers to prayer are based on our obedience to God.   
Here Jesus reminds them of that fact! 

 “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” John 14:15    Many different translations record this verse as, “If 
ye love me, ye will keep my commandments.”   The fact is love is always the driving force for obedience.  

Love and obedience are inseparable!  Love is used 56 times in the book of John, he highlights the importance of 
this word to God and His followers.  When one loves another, they want to honor and please them. I John 5:2-3;   

John 14:21, 23-24; 15:10, 14; Luke 6:46; 2 John 6 

 

“my commandments” –  not just words of this context but all of God’s revelations.                                         
John12:47-49; 17:6 

V.  Jesus will Send a Comforter – Helper     

“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another __Comforter___ (literally - Helper), that he may 

abide with you for ever;   Even the __Spirit of truth___; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth 

him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth __with__ you, and shall be __in__ you.   
 I will not leave you comfortless (__orphaned___): I will come to you.   Yet a little while, and the world 

seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live __also__.”  John 14:15-19 

➢ Where will the Comforter come from? – Jesus told the disciples that He would pray to His Father to 
send this  Helper.  He would come from the Father!  (John 14:26; 15:26)  Again, Jesus is showing His 

priestly and intercessory work of going before the Father for us! 

 

➢ What is the Comforter like? – He is part of the Trinity!  He carries the character traits of God!   

                “another” –  Gk – “another of the same kind” this new Helper will be just like Jesus!   

                “Comforter” –   Gk – paraclete – one who aids in time of trouble; one who comes along side; another 
translation is “advocate” – someone on our side to assist, comfort, and counsel (I John 2:1).     John is the only 

writer that uses this word in John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7;   In 1611, at the time of the translation of the King 
James Version, the word “Comforter” carried a different idea.  The word “comfort” comes from two Latin 

words meaning “with strength”.  While we think of comfort as soothing and consoling, this is only partly true.  
The Biblical word “comfort” is a strengthening to face life bravely and keep on going!     
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              “Spirit of truth” - exhort, encourage, stimulate, arouse, challenge, and comfort    He is the source and 
communicates truth to His own; (John 16:12-15) Without Him man cannot know God’s truth and our souls need 

to be continually reminded of truth!  (Phil 4:6-9)                                      

 

➢ Where will He stay and how long? –  

“abide with you for ever;” -  Jesus said that the Comforter will be with them for ever! 

“with you”/ “in you” -  In verse v. 16 & 17 He said “with you” and in verse 17 He also said “in you”.    He 
will not be an occasional helper but a permanent resident within us.  Here Jesus was preparing them for His 

departure, but as He will send them the Holy Spirit He tells them that this new Comforter will never leave!   
The Holy Spirit has been on the earth long before Pentecost!  He was active in the Old Testament but at that 

time He would work externally to provide help and power for a God-given task.  The difference is that the 
Old Testament saint could loose the Holy Spirit’s help because of sin.  David asked that the Spirit not be 
taken from him.  (Ps. 51:11)  But now, even though we may grieve Him, He will not leave us!  Eph. 4:30   

“the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him:” -  it is not that the world will not 
receive Him, they cannot.  They don’t see or know Him.  They are not capable of receiving Him.   

      “comfortless” – orphaned – no love, provision, instruction, and guidance   These sweet words of our 
wonderful Jesus tells them again that He will come to them in the person of the Holy Spirit.  They will have 

someone just like Jesus to see to their needs.  They never needed to feel alone or have a troubled heart.      
(Matt. 28:20; Rom. 8:9; I John 4:13) 

 

     “because I live, ye shall live also” –  Jesus would not reveal Himself in His resurrected body to unbelievers, 

only to the believers and actually many of them!  Because of His resurrection they too would live.  He is the 
first of all resurrections!  (John 16:16, 22; I Cor. 15:13-20; 2 Cor. 4:14; Rom. 6:10-11)  Once in Christ we go 
where He is!   

 

“We don’t have to know the future to have faith in God;                                                                                        

we have to have faith in God to be secure about the future.”                                                                              
Life Application Bible   p. 1839 

“At that day ye shall know that I am __in__ my Father, and ye __in__ me, and I __in__ you.” John 14:20 

“At that day” – it seems to indicate the Holy Spirit’s coming, though some theologians will say resurrection; in 

reality both are correct 

“ye in me, and I in you.” – J Vernon McGee said of this passage, “most profound statement in the Gospel of 
John or in the whole Bible.” These simple, clear words declare our secured position. This promised, intimate 

union has never been known before.  The Holy Spirit is united us with God and each other!   John 17:21-26    
“ye in me,” is our salvation; being in Christ; this is the moment when one comes to depend on Christ alone for 
their soul’s eternal home; “I in you” – is our sanctification and growth which takes place the rest of our earthly 

journey.   This is the glow of Christ within the believer!  (Gal. 2:20; Col. 1:27)         us --> in Christ-->in God 
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“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall 

be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest (__make larger; display; obvious, show; 

demonstrate__) myself to him.   Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it (Gk-what has happened) 
that thou wilt __manifest___ thyself unto us, and not unto the world?   Jesus answered and said unto him, 

If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 

make our __abode__ with him.  He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye 

hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.” John 14:21-24 

“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them,” – Jesus is returning to the subject of love and keeping 

His commandments. ( 2 John 6)  But now he will include the fact of the love the Father has for those that 
demonstrate love to the Son. (John 16:27)  But this has always been the case!  (Prov. 8:17)  Love is more then 

lip service; it is commitment and conduct (obeying His Word).  A loving relationship between believers and 
God is promised through obedience.  This loving relationship and prayer is vital for the “greater works”.   

 

“manifest myself to him” – As you show your love to Christ through commitment and obedience to His Word, 

He will “manifest” Himself to you!   This is done through the Scriptures and faith experiences that we trust 
Christ through.  He will show Himself to us!  2 Peter 1:2-9 

 

“manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?” – Judas questions Christ based off His statement that only 

believers will have the opportunity to have Christ show and demonstrate Himself to them.  This is very different 
from the last 3 years of ministry!  Judas asks simply, “What has happened?’  The disciples are still expected the 
soon establishment of the earthly Kingdom. (Acts 1:6)  They thought soon Jesus will display to the world His 

power and glory.  How and why do this to us only?   The day will come when all will see Him, Jesus had told 
them in Matt. 24:30 during the Olivet Discourse, but not now.     

 

“we will come unto him, and make our abode with him” -  Jesus answers the question by repeating Himself.   

Jesus will make Himself known to us and “we” will live within the believer.  (I Cor. 3:16-17; 6:19-20;         
Rev. 3:20; 21:3) This is the Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The “abode” is not a kingdom but within 
those who love Him – this is the restoration of instant fellowship with God!   This fellowship is continual, 

progressive and forever!   Saving faith is evidenced through works produced by God in the transforming, 
regenerating, indwelling power of the Holy Spirit.  The works are expressions of love, which the Spirit gives. 

(Rom. 5:5;   Gal. 5:22-25)     

 

“He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings:” – For emphasis, He repeats it in the negative. If we treasure 
God’s words and obey it, the unity will be blessed and sweet.   The religious Jews had rejected Him, now the 

hosts of believers are left to reveal God’s love to the world.  Now are the days of salvation for souls but soon He 
will return and all will see him. (2 Peter 3:1-10; Rev. 1:7)  This is God’s plan!  “the word which ye hear is not 
mine, but the Father's which sent me.”  
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“These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you.  But the Comforter, which is the 

__Holy Ghost___, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall _teach__ you all things, and bring all 

things to your __remembrance___, whatsoever I have said unto you.” John 14:25-26 

Jesus had said these difficult to understand words and many others when with them.  But now He was leaving 
and would send the Comforter to stimulate their memories and teach them “all things”.  According to the verse, 

what is the “all things” He’s reminding and teaching them of?  The center is His Words!  (Matt. 28:18-20)  

“bring all things to your remembrance” – The Holy Spirit will enable the apostles to remember the words and 
works of Jesus.  Throughout the ministry of Christ the disciples did not understand fully Jesus’ teachings.  

Because of the Holy Spirit’s super natural work they will understand it fully recording and preaching it!     
(John 2:22; 12:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21) 

“teach you all things,” – The Holy Spirit is the teacher of “all things”.  (I Cor. 2:12-14; I John 2:20, 27)  He will 
teach and guide us; not drag us into the truth of God!   

The truth of the coming Holy Spirit was so important Jesus will repeat it again before leaving this discussion 

with the disciples.  (John 16:7) 

VI. Jesus Promises Them His Peace    Jesus’ final word of encouragement and comfort, here Jesus will 
“bequeath to them a precious legacy – His Peace”!  But this is not new; God always has given His followers His 

peace.  (Is. 57:20-21; 26:3; Matt. 11:28-30; 2 Cor. 4:5-11) 

“Peace I leave with you, __my__ peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 

your heart be troubled, neither let it be __afraid__.  Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and 

come again unto you.  If ye loved me, ye would __rejoice__, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my 

Father is greater than I.  And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye 

might __believe__.” John 14:27-29 

“Peace..., my peace” – Peace is not the absence of conflict but confident assurance in any circumstance.   This 

peace is found in the heart and mind of one who is in the will of God.   This is the peace that Jesus was having 
at this very instant in the Upper Room – “my peace”.  This is a different “brand” of peace.  Sin, fear, 

uncertainty, doubts, all struggle within us but God’s peace restrains these and can give us comfort instead of 
anxiety.  (Phil. 4:6-9; Col. 3:15; John 16:32-33)   Notice Jesus’ greetings when He met with the disciples after 
the resurrection. (John 20:19, 21, 26) 

 

“Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” –  lit. “stop letting your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be fluttering with fear.”  They had much fear about being left alone.   

 

“Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you.” – Jesus reminds them again that He 
is going away and will come again to them.  He did not want the hours ahead to surprise or overwhelm them.  

So he told them!   

“ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father:” – The disciples’ love for Jesus was not complete, “If ye 
loved me,” love desires the best and this was the best for Jesus and us!   He was returning to His realm and 

home from where He came.  (John 17:5)  His departure would allow Him to stand before the Father for us.  
Heb. 2:17-18; 4:14-16 
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“Father is greater than I.” –   The Trinity is equal but fulfill different functions, responsibility in ministry, and 
accountability.  The Father is greater in authority but not being.  I Cor. 11:3; I Cor. 15:24-28 

 

“ye might believe.” – Jesus has told them these future events to build their faith in who He was.  This is a theme 
to His teachings in the Upper Room.  John 13:19; 16:4   Consider how prophecy concerning Christ’s Second 
Coming has built your faith!  As you see this world “falling apart” know it is actually “coming together” in the 

plan of God!   

 

“Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world (_Satan__) cometh, and hath 

__nothing__ in me.  But that the __world__ may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me 

_commandment___, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.”  John 14:30-31 

“I will not talk much with you:” –  the time for teaching on this earth is almost gone.  He will spend 40 days 
with them after the resurrection but His earthly ministry is almost to an end.   

“hath nothing in me” – Satan has “nothing” to which he can accuse Christ. Jesus was sinless and blameless.  

Satan will not win the battle though it will look bleak, the Devil had “nothing” on Christ!   

“But that the world may know that I love the Father;” – Here again is the heart of our dear Jesus.  His great 
desire is that the world would know that He loved the Father!  Jesus demonstrated that love by obeying His 
commandment!    

“Arise, let us go hence.” – Most theologians believe that though the disciples might have left the table setting 
they never left the compound or even the room where the Passover was eaten.  John 18:1 seems to move Christ 
and the disciples into the garden.  I like to believe they moved into a safe, quiet courtyard where Jesus 

continued to teach and pray for His disciples.  I find it unlikely that He did this in the streets of Jerusalem.    

 

Believer’s Application: 
 

1.  In John 14, Jesus explains that God gives 5 supernatural comforts the world cannot enjoy.  These are based 

on the obedience that loving God will produce.   
 

          1. God-given Helper – v. 15-17 
 
          2.  God-given Life – v. 18-19 

 
          3.  God-given Union – v. 20-25 

 
          4.  God-given Teacher – v.26 
 

          5. God-given Peace – v. 27-31 
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2.  Jesus will have much to say about the Holy Spirit as He instructs the disciples about living without Him.  
They could not successfully do His work without help, but this is true of us as well!   We must understand the 

Holy Spirit, His work and how He does it.    
 

Please realize the Holy Spirit is a person, we have studied Him being referred to in pronouns!  He is not a 
“force” or some kind of “power source”.    Understanding this wonderful person gives us a new way to face 
our earthly journey.  He gently plants truth in our mind, convinces us of God’s will, and reminds us when 

we stray from it.   
 
 

Quick Overview of Holy Spirit Truths from John 14-16 
 

1.  He will never leave us. 14:16 
 
2. The world cannot receive Him 14:17 

 
3. He lives with us and in us. 14:17 

 
4. He teaches us. 14:26 
 

5. He reminds us of Jesus’ words 14:26 
 

      6. He convicts of sin, shows us God’s righteousness and announces God’s judgment on evil.  16:8  
 

7. He guides us into truth and insight. 16:13 

 
8. He glorifies Christ. 16:14 
 

 
Grieving or Quenching the Holy Spirit from I Thess. 5:14-24 
 

                 Paul exhorts the believers in Thessalonica with a list of Christian living principles.  In the middle 
of the passage he says, “Quench not the Spirit”, or other words don’t suppress the Holy Spirit’s 

effectiveness.   It is certain if we are not living our lives making these basic directives center, we are 
“Quenching” Him!  Let’s look at this passage! 

 
1. Disciple and encourage believers – v. 14    Paul is giving several tasks of mature Christians as they 

live among their fellow believers.  But if we are satisfied to live our lives unto ourselves, not willing 

to invest in the discipleship of others, then we are definitely quenching the Spirit! 
 

 
2. Right Relationships – v. 15   Our relationship with both believers and unbelievers must be without 

lasting conflict.  It mentions “none render evil for evil”, meaning getting even with someone.  Our 

goal must be doing and being good to others.  We tell our children to “be good”, here God tells us to 
“be good”!    If we are not, we are definitely quenching the Spirit! 

 
 

3. Rejoice – v. 16 Our life’s attitude should be one of rejoicing.  God has been so good to us.  The 

world has little to be joyful, but we have all things both here on earth and our eternal destiny!  
Without a rejoicing life, we are definitely quenching the Spirit! 
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4. Prayer – v. 17   This short verse commands us to always be in an attitude of prayer.  When 
circumstances arise our default is prayer not worry!   When we live a life with little prayer we are 

definitely quenching the Spirit! 
 

 
5. Thankfulness – v. 18   We should be known as thankful people.  That is the opposite of complaining!   

Whether it is to our Heavenly Father or our boss, our husband or sister, a believer or unbeliever, we 

should always show an attitude of thankfulness.  We are deserving of nothing, yet God has given us 
so much and people around us make our lives easier.  Are you a thankful person, it is the will of God 

and without it, we are definitely quenching the Spirit! 
 
 

6. Absorb Preaching – v. 20   In the verse “Despise not prophesyings” means “See preaching as 
important”.  It makes me very sad when I see Christians squandering the opportunity to hear 

preaching.  They may be sitting in a service, yet one can easily see, they are not engaged in the 
message.  We should all carefully guard ourselves to be fully involved in listening when the Word of 
God is being preached or taught.  Without this attitude we are not gaining the full benefit God 

intended and we are definitely quenching the Spirit! 
 

 
7. Live Pure Lives – v. 21-22   When our lives are in rebellion to God’s commandments it not only 

hurts us but the name of Christ!  We become almost useless to God whether our sin is known and 

obvious, or if no one knows about it!    When we allow sin in our lives,  we are definitely quenching 
the Spirit!   

 
Paul finished by telling His prayer for them!  He desired their whole person, spirit, soul, and body, to be set 
aside and blameless before God.  It is true that when we are walking right before God the Holy Spirit will have 

the freedom to use us!    
 

 
 

“If we want the Holy Spirit to work in our lives, we must seek to glorify Christ,  

and we must make much of the Word of God.”  Warren Wiersbe Bible Commentary p. 282 
 

 
 
3.  Jesus promises His sweet peace to all disciples.  Do you remember this gift and utilize it?   Unbelievers see 

peace as an absence of trouble.  Christians have peace as a gift of God in spite of trouble.   
        Matt. 11:28-30  “find rest unto your souls” 

       Rom. 5:1; 8:6; 10:15 (gospel of peace); 14:1;7; 15:13; 2 Cor. 1:2;  Eph 2:11-22 
                    It was asked to a random group of people what do you see as peace in your life.  Many answered a 
calm in my life, no responsibilities, the beauty of nature, my tasks complete.  What is the weakness of this? 

               
“not as the world gives” – fleeting, imperfect, disappointing 

 

4.  Jesus’ desire was for the world to know He loved the Father.  As you commit yourself to be more like Christ, 
is showing the world your love for God your heart’s desire?  Obeying His Father was the way Jesus declared to 
the world His great love for the Father.  How are you in areas of obedience to God’s commandments?   

Read through Col. 3.  Challenge the listeners to Obedience toward love of the Father!   


