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Vol. 8 #11 WS- TE 

Upper Room – Part 11 
Final Remarks! 

John 16:16-33 

 
The disciples speak again!  We’ve not heard from them for quite awhile.  Stunned with sorrow, fearful, and 
confused they have sat and listened.   How much did they understand?  Jesus seems to hint they understood 

little, but the day would come when would comprehend all by the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit.  But be 
encouraged, these 11 disciples did leave the Upper Room that night knowing Jesus was the Son of God, from 

where He had come, and that He was their great Messiah!   
 
I.  Sorrow will be Turned to Joy 

 
➢ A Sorrowful Question 

“A little while, and ye shall not see (Gk – behold; physically see) me: and again, a little while, and ye shall 

see (Gk – perceive, observe) me, because I go to the Father.  The said some of his disciples __among__ 

themselves, What is this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little 

while, and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father?   They said therefore, What is this that he 

saith, A little while? we cannot tell what he saith.   Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, 

and said unto them, Do ye __enquire__ among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not see 

me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me?”     John 16:16-19 

When studying the context and Jesus’ answer to this question, it is obvious this interaction is concerning His 
upcoming death and resurrection.   

 
The disciples seem too embarrassed to admit their ignorance.  The part of the conversation of Christ that 
bothered them, that they had caught, was not the place Jesus was going, His Father’s house, but instead they 

were stuck on the fact that He was going away!  “Because I go to the Father” never filled their minds, it was 
about their abandonment, their dreams and agenda being left undone.  This has been a reoccurring theme of 

Jesus in the Upper Room.  John 14:12, 28; 16:5, 10, 28; 17:11  
 
 
 

 
 
 

“a little while” – measuring time does not happen with God!  Even our measurement is mixed by emotion – 15 
minutes of time in the dentist chair, 15 minutes fishing, 15 minutes having coffee with friends, 15 minutes of 
working out, 15 minutes with grandchildren, all seem different from each other but yet the same amount of 

time!   2 Cor. 4:16-18; 2 Peter 3:8-9  The writer of Hebrews also used this phrase--- Heb. 10:32-39 

 

➢ A Joyful Answer 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be 

sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into __joy__.   A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, 

because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the 

anguish, for __joy___ that a man is born into the world.   And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will 

see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your __joy__ no man taketh from you.”   John 16:20-22 
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“weep and lament” – This is the disciples next few days.  They are grown men that had left all—homes, hopes, 
dreams, jobs, families---they will suffer a great loss and have great confusion, they will see that wrong had won, 

they will lament and weep!  The two men on the road to Emmaus gives a clue to the confusion and sorrow all 
the disciples were feeling in that period between the death of Christ and the realization of His resurrection.  

(Luke 24:21)  They wept because they loved Him and because of their loss.  
 
 

 
“your sorrow shall be turned into joy” – this is a fact!  Their sorrow will turn to joy!  The crucifixion will cause 

grief but later they will be joyful, when they realize the greatness of God’s gift in salvation!  This happens at the 
resurrection!  Matt. 28:8; 16; John 20:20 – “glad” – Gk – great joy; rejoiced; very happy; overjoyed;  
 

 
 

Illustration of child birth – Christ uses an illustration that shows inescapable pain that is transformed into 
wonderful joy!  There are few illustrations so perfect!   
 

“I will see you again” – A wonderful promise for the disciples.  They would certainly forget this statement but 
after the resurrection (John 20:19-29; 21:1-23) they will see Him again and then with the Holy Spirit indwelling 

them, He would be with them.   
 
 

“your joy no man taketh from you.” – heavenly, spiritual joy is not “rob-able”!   
 

 

“And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the 

Father in my name, he will give it you.  Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall 

receive, that your __joy__ may be full.”  John 16:23-24 

This is the 4th time Jesus is telling of the importance of prayer in the life of the disciple of Christ.  (John 14:12-

14; 15:7, 16; 16:23-26) 

Jesus knew they wanted to ask Him a question (v.19) but the time was coming when they would instead ask the 
Father because He will not be with them anymore.   The Father loved them and wanted to help them (27) 

 

 

Prayer and the Obedient, Faithful Believer – The prayer of faith in the knowledge of God’s will is one of the 
secrets of a fruitful Christian life.  We can go directly to God the Father with our requests; He delights in 
hearing and answering our requests!  What joy comes when God answers our prayers.  Heb. 10:19-23  

 

“that your joy may be full.” – this is the 4th time Jesus has communicated the fact that He desired joy in their 

lives.  (John 13:17; 15:11; 16:20, 22, 24)   He will pray it to His Father in John 17:13.  We can have Joy!  This 
is Christ’s desire for all of us!   
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II.  “I Have Overcome the World” 

“These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs (figurative language; obscure): but the time cometh, 

when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father.” John 16:25 

   “I spoke unto you in proverbs” - The time of teaching in figurative language was over.  They will actually 
understand the ministry of Jesus better than they had while they walked with Him on earth.  The Holy Spirit 
will reveal and teach them the meanings and reasons why Jesus did many things that had remained a mystery to 

them during the ministry of Christ.  This will enable them to preach, establish the early church, and write the 
New Testament.   

 

“I will shew you plainly of the Father” – This was the work of Jesus on earth and now the work of the Holy 

Spirit; Christ within us will continue that work in terms we understand from the Word of God.                       
John 17:2-3; 25-26 

 

In the last few minutes of the Upper Room, Jesus will make several PLAIN and STRAIGHT-FORWARD 

statements.  There are no “proverbs” or obscure teachings, their hearts and minds will understand Jesus.  

“At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you:  For the 

Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God.”    

John 16:26-27   

A Clarification on Prayer –  

Jesus wants them to understand three wonderful principles of God and prayer!   

1. His followers need to ask their requests in His name – This teaching on prayer has been repeated 
(John 14:13-14; 16:16) We are to praying those things that would be of His will, and glorify 
Him.   

 

2. Jesus does not take our prayers to the Father. – Though Jesus had told them He would pray for 
them, Jesus is not a go-between for us and God handling our requests.  Jesus intercedes for us but 
this does not mean He rehashes our desires before God.  His prayers for us would be more like 

the prayer of Christ in John 17 or even the prayer for Peter “that thy faith fail not” (Luke 22:32).  
Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; I John 2:1  “His ministry in heaven makes possible our ministry of 

witnessing on earth, through the power of the Spirit.” Warren Wiersbe p. 292 

 

3. Full access to God the Father is based on His great __love__ for those that believe in Jesus! – 
The disciples desperately needed to be reassured of the Father’s love for them!  Jesus wanted 
them to realize that based on this great love of the Father, He would hear their prayers.  He did 

not want them to fear asking God for anything!  God’s love and care for them was based on 

their belief in Jesus and Messiah!  He cares for His own!    Matthew Henry speaking of 
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Christ’s words concerning prayer states, “Great men permit address, but Christ calls upon us to 
petition.” MH p. 1601 

 

It has been said that it would do God’s people good                                                                             
to review Jesus’ teaching on prayer in the Upper Room and utilize its power! 

“I came forth from the Father (the vastness of eternity past), and am come into the world (a short period of 
time): again, I leave the world, and go to the Father (back to the throne room of God).”  John 16:28 

In a “nutshell” this is what the disciples have believed!  This is the truth of the plan of God.  J Vernon McGee 

feels this is a co-key verse of the Book of John along with John 20:30-31.   

This certainly is a plain statement – no figurative language!  The disciples heard it, understood it, and verbalized 
it!   

 “His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no proverb.  Now are we sure 

(__reaffirming their faith in Christ as their Messiah__) that thou knowest all things, and needest not that any 

man should ask thee: by this we __believe__ that thou camest forth from God. Jesus answered them, Do 

ye now ___believe__?  Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to 

his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me.”  John 16:29-32         

In Matthew 16:16-20 the disciples first stated their belief that Jesus was the Messiah sent from God.  Here in the 
Upper Room, hours before the cross, they reaffirm their faith in Christ as their Messiah.        

Here the disciples speak after a long silence and claim to understand what He had been teaching.  They certainly 
believed He was their Messiah and Jesus accepted this (John 17:6-8), yet Jesus points out that in the hours 
ahead their faith will be tested and they will fail miserably.   

“the hour cometh, yea, is now come,” – Jesus had spent His entire ministry with the cross before Him, and it is 

“now come”.    

 

“ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone:” – Jesus warns them as He had warned 
Peter.  (Matt. 26:31-32)  They would all be scattered and leave Him.  But Jesus would not be alone.   

 

“because the Father is with me.” – The Father was with Him.  He would do the Father’s will with the Father’s 

help.  (John 8:16; 2 Cor. 5:19)  There was a rent in the Godhead as well as a rent in the temple veil. (Matt. 
27:46; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13)  Yet at that very moment, God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself!    

 

Summary & Climax of the Upper Room Discourse: 

“These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have __peace__.  In the world ye shall have 

__tribulation___: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”   John 16:33 
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Peace in a World of Tribulation!   

 “peace” – Gk – perfect peace; confidence; peace of heart and mind; unshakeable; assured deeply at peace; my 
peace.   Jesus closes with the thought of peace and victory!  True peace is only found in Christ as we trust Him 

with our life, and follow His Word.  Having faith in God is always heralded, both in the Old and New 
Testaments, as a virtue that gives God glory.  When we travel this earthly path in faith, peace is the natural 

outpouring result.   Just as a lemon is squeezed and lemon juice comes out, when a Christian full of faith is 
squeezed by the pressures and persecutions of this world, a peace that passes all understanding emerges.  The 
world’s kind of peace is fleeting and shallow at best, Jesus’ peace lasts forever!  (John 14:27)   

 

“tribulation” – Gk - persecutions associated with their testimony for Christ; troubles; distress; trials, suffering; 
frustrations, affliction; sorrows; difficulties; oppression; disease; pressing 

 

“be of good cheer” – Gk - cheer up; good comfort; courageous; brave; encouraged; confidence; take heart; take 

hope; comfort  

 

“I have overcome the world” – Very strong phrase in the Greek- military terms!  Gk – power over; triumphed 
over; conquered; defeated; won the battle; The world desires to overcome us and conform us to its image!  BUT 
when we yield to our loving Christ and submit to Him, His power enables us to be overcomers!  (Rev. 12:10-11; 

I Cor. 15:57-58)   “I (emphatically) have overcome (it is accomplished)!” 

 

 

 

Believers Application: 

1. Don’t let ignorance stop you from coming and seeking out Jesus!  Matthew Henry said, “The knots we 

cannot untie we must bring to Him.”  MH p. 1600   
        Who does Jesus instruct? 

                             1.  The diligent – Heb. 11:6  “He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him”; 2 Tim. 2:15  

                                   - “study” – Gk – give diligence and be zealous” It involves a total effort of mind, emotion,  
                                  and will. 

                             2.  The humble who confess their ignorance – Psalm 25:9  
 
 

 
 

2. God Transforms our sorrows into good – going through life substituting pain for something else brings 
only immaturity and no coping strength!  God transforms our sorrows not replaces them!  Ex. Joseph – 
save his brethren; David being chased by Saul – numerous Psalms; Cross – our salvation    God loves to 

show His grace through impossible situations.  He loves to turn trials to triumphs!  Deut. 23:5  Be 
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careful to stay within God’s will in trials, troubles, sorrows, and pain.  Our default is to rid ourselves by 
any means of negative.  God’s ways are transforming negatives into wonderful positives. 

 
 

 
 

3. The reality is we can have all faith, understanding, and assurance and still fail the Lord.  We must walk 

in the Spirit and seek God for grace!  Realize the victory is won.  We can stand strong in the Lord 
victorious!   

                 
                  “Christ having overcome the world, believers have nothing to do but to pursue their victory, and this 
we do by faith.”  MH p. 1739   Hebrews 11-12:2 

 


