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Vol. 9#2 Part 1 TEd 

The Trials of Jesus – Part 1 
Trial before Annas/Peter’s First Denial 

Matthew 26:58, 69-70; Mark 14:54, 66-68; Luke 22:54-57; John 18:13-24 
 

The Trials of Jesus –  
 

                    Jewish Trials –  The Religious Leaders were in a hurry, their window of opportunity was small.  

They feared Rome and they feared the people.  They had to pasify or convenience both groups, plus Passover 

was near!    

 

                      Preliminary Arraignment – This would be a time of examination by Annas, probably giving 

time for the members of the Sanhedrin to gather together.  Only John gives information on this part of the 

Jewish trial.  The defendant was to have read to them the charges against them.  But for Jesus---there was none!  

Annas instead will ask Jesus to incriminate himself.  Jesus will force Annas to articulate what the charges would 

be---something he could not do!  (before dawn-against Jewish law) 

                      Informal Trial – This was before Caiaphas and the full council of Sanhedrin to hear witnesses.  

Jesus needed to stand before Caiaphas; Pilate would not even hear the case until Jesus came through these trials 

first.  Caiaphas was the official High Priest in the eyes of Rome.  (before dawn-against Jewish law) 

                      Formal Trial – This would be the time before the Sanhedrin where consensus was reached to 

send Jesus to Pilate and ask for the death of Jesus. This was done after dawn.   
 

Mosaic Law - 1. Had to have at least two witnesses 

                        2. Could not hit a prisoner when not proven guilty 

                        3. No trial was to begin or end at night 

                        4. No trial was to begin or end on the same day 

 

 

                    Roman Trials –  Pilate – examined Christ 

                        Herod Antipas interrogated Christ 

                        Pilate – Condemned to die. 

 

                    The Judge of Jesus –   Annas held the High Priesthood from AD 6-15 until Rome removed him 

from office.  In spite of this, Annas continued to have great influence over the office, most likely because he 

was still regarded as the true high priest (Jewish law held the priest for a life-time; Rome made it a appointed 

position.) and also because five of his sons, and his son-in-law Caiaphas, each held the position at different 

times, 50 years of a family dynasty in the position.  Even though he was not High Priest yet from his position he 

could direct affairs without the restrictions of the Romans or the Mosaic law and he had money to outfit and 

bribe his way with the Jewish leaders—political and religious as well as Rome.   Annas was the leader of this 

dynasty which was known for wealth gained through the Bazaar of Annas (Jesus cleansed this market place out 

of the temple twice during His ministry---this man was not a friend of God!) and financial corruption.  History 

tells us that he was the most influential Jew in Jerusalem at the time of Christ.  He was a brilliant politician; 

JVernon McGee is quoted to say, “Annas was one of the most satanic of all the high priests.”  p. 486              

Dr. McGee believes that Annas was the driving force behind the murder of Jesus based on the two cleansings of 

the temple.  Jesus was a threat to his dynasty!   

 

 

 

 

Peter’s Denials of Jesus – All three denials of Peter are placed together in Scripture but only for simplicity in 

reading.  Actually they happened over a duration of time during the trial proceedings in the courtyard and 

entrance corridor of the High Priest’s palace.  Matt. 26:73; Mark 14:70; Luke 22:59 
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I.  Jesus is Taken before Annas 

(“Then took they him,...” (arrested him) Luke 22:54 ) And led him away to Annas first; for he was father 

in law to Caiaphas, which was the high priest that same year.   Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel 

to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man should die for the people.”  John 18:13-14 

The arresting crowd took Jesus to whom sent them!  In reality, Mosiac Law would have Christ put into jail until 

morning when trials were allowed. 

 “it was expedient that one man should die for the people” –   The case against Jesus had been judged and 

resolved by the Religious Leaders.  They had already condemned Him to die in their minds.  JVernon McGee 

believes that John relayed this quote to show Jesus’ death was predetermined.   

John 11 is the raising of Lazarus, a very convincing recent miracle of Christ that pushed the Religious Leaders 

to plot for the death of Christ.  Verses 45-46 show the two reactions of the spectators of this miracle.  This quote 

of Caiaphas is taken from John 11:49-50.  —Amplified Bible has it translated this way, “You know nothing at 

all!  Nor do you understand that it is expedient and politically advantageous for you that one man die for the 

people, and that the whole nation not perish.”   In his wicked heart Caiaphas saw it better and safer for their 

positions with the Romans and before the people to rid themselves of Jesus.  They were not willing to risk a 

Roman backlash if Jesus sets himself up as Messiah or perhaps losing their position with the people and 

becoming obsolete.  They refused to evaluate Jesus’ works and words by the Old Testament scripture.  They 

were blinded by their own ambition!  Like many over the ages, they are burning in hell today because their 

loyality fell to religious system not to a love of God and desire for truth found in the Scripture!     

 

II. Two Disciples Follow to High Priest Palace 

“And Simon Peter followed Jesus (“afar off” - ___Matt, Mark, Luke say this; John says simply that  he 

followed_- they should not have been following at all!___), and so did another disciple: that disciple was 

known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace (__courtyard___) of the high priest. 
 But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple, which was known unto the high 

priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter (“...and (he) sat with the servants, to 

see the end.” Matt. 26:58).”  John 18:15-16   

“another disciple:” –  This “another disciple’ followed far behind as Peter did.  It seems to indicate that they 

both followed from the garden.  It says plainly that the disciple was “known (Gk – friend; associate; colleague) 

unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus”.  It is only speculation in trying to guess who was this person.  

John is giving the information about this disciple some 50 years later.  The popular view among scholars is that 

a young John himself is this mystery disciple.  The connection between one of the most high ranking religious 

leaders in all of Judism at the time and a young fisherman from Galilee is questionable.  He had clout with the 

doorkeeper; could come in and even get an unknown person into the palace.  There were several authors who 

gave another suggestion, Joseph of Arimathea or even Nicademus. Matt. 27:57; Mark 15:42-43; Luke 23:50-51; 

John 19:38-39 all describe Joseph of Arimathea as a disciple of Jesus, faithful to the Scripture, a councelor of 

the Jews, and one who did not agree with the Councel on the act of killing Jesus.  Yet, why didn’t John name 

him with this account of the trials but did later after the death of Christ?  So back to John??  He never did name 

himself in his gospel but “the disciple whom Jesus loved”.  This is all speculation and knowing who this person 

was is not necessary to the flow of the story.   

“palace of the high priest” – This was a large, walled, lavish complex of residents, meeting halls, courtyards, 

banquet rooms, servant quarters, covered and open air porches, and gated entrances.  This palace was used for 
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both private and official use.  It was also built in various levels.  The courtyard was below with the residents 

and meeting halls around.     

“to see the end” – Peter wanted to see what would happen.  He had fled but now returns, but is keeping his 

distance.   

 

III. Peter’s Poor Choice of Location 

“And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall (__courtyard___), and were set down together, 

Peter sat down among them.”  Luke 22:55 “And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a 

fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed 

himself.” John 18:18  

Peter positioned himself with the servants and officers of the complex.  He worked hard to mingle into the 

crowd and be as inconspicuous as possible. Earlier that night, he had drawn much attention to himself when he 

acted like a political rebel and pulled out his sword, but now he wanted to be invisible!  Again, he wasn’t acting 

like a disciple, this time he was acting like a spectator or curiosity seeker!  He really only wanted to see what 

would happen.  Without any words at all, Peter had disowned Christ and was trying to fit in with Jesus’ enemies 

or those who didn’t care!     

 

IV. Peter’s Poor Choice of Words 

 “And as Peter was beneath (below) in the palace (courtyard), there cometh one of the maids (servant 

girls) of the high priest (“that kept the door” John 18:17):   And when she saw Peter warming himself, she 

(“earnestly” – lit. __intently, studied him, gazed hard at him ___ Luke 22:56) looked upon him, and said, 

And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth (“Galilee” Matt. 26:69). (“Are not thou also one of this man’s 

disciples?” John 18:17; “This man was also with him.” Luke 22:56) But he denied (“before them all,” 

Matt. 26:70), saying, I know not, neither understand I what thou sayest.  (“I know not what thou sayest.” 

Matt. 26:70; “Woman, I know him not” Luke 22:57; “I am not.” John 18:17).  And he went out into the 

porch (__covered entrance way, vestibule____); and the cock crew.”  Mark 14:66-68 

Servant Girl’s Question – Though all four Gospels mention the girl who asks Peter about being a disciple of 

Jesus, it is interesting to note that only John tells us she is the one who had kepted the door. The first disciple 

had asked her to let Peter come in as well.  It is not a large leap for her to believe that Peter would also be a 

disciple of Christ.  It reads that she really looked at him and perhaps recognized him as a follower of Christ.  

Remember, Peter would have been known as the most prominate and leader of all of Jesus’ followers. She may 

have recalled seeing him at the Temple or on another occasion.   Also, she is described as a maid or damsel, she 

would not be an adult.  She was not a trained soldier, armed officer, intimidating body guard, none of these, she 

was a simple, young slave woman.   The Bible teacher and preacher, John Vernon McGee said of this event, “A 

little wisp of a maid caused him to deny His Lord” p. 228   When combined with all the Gospels, her question 

was, “Thou also was with Jesus of Nazareth from Galilee.  Aren’t you also one of his disciples?”.  Like the 

crowd that arrested Jesus she called Christ, Jesus of Nazareth.  This would be the name the skeptical, common 

people called Jesus.  Being from Na;zareth was not a complament!  (John 1:46).   

 

Peter’s Answer – Peter’s quick lie was of the regular varity of lies liers use regularly!  It is a safe lie!  We will 

call it, the ‘difficult to prove wrong’ type!  Acting all confused Peter says, “Woman, I am not one of his 
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disciples!  I don’t know him and I don’t know what you’re talking about!”   No one could prove right there that 

in his mind he was aware of who Jesus was.  It’s the classic your word against mine!  Without time and 

witnesses it would be hard to contradict this lie.  But before God it is a big, fat lie! He was fearful and ashamed 

of being known as a follower of Jesus.  During those last few minutes from the garden to the palace, Peter had 

become cowardice and weak.  Love and concern for his Master brought Peter to the Palace but fear and concern 

for his own safety prevailed!  And what was even more humiliating?  His faith clapsed before a servant girl!     

 

Many theologians believe Mark received much of his information for his gospel from Peter.  In this incident 

much of it sounds like first hand information.  He tells the reader that after the lie Peter moved from the fire to 

the covered entrance way called the “porch” in the KJV.  It is at this time Mark adds “and the cock crew.”   

Most believe Peter never heard it or if he did he certainly never let it affect his behavior in the next few 

minutes!   

 

V.  Jesus is Questioned by Annas  This dialogue is only found in the book of John. 

“The high priest then asked Jesus of his ___disciples __, and of his ___ doctrine____.  Jesus answered him, 

I spake openly to the ___world___; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews 

always resort; and in secret have I said ___nothing___.  Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, 

what I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said.”  John 18:19-21 

In this arraignment, the crimes of Jesus were to be read and He was to be charged with His crimes.  But there 

were no proven crimes against Him.  Jewish law needed multiple witnesses.  So instead Annas asks Jesus about 

these two areas seeking Jesus to incriminate Himself.   

“disciples” – Annas is grasping at anything he could to prove Jesus guilty of death before Rome.  If he can 

prove Jesus was preaching an inserection message against Rome, they would certainly crush Him and His 

followers.  This would be the easiest of all solutions!    

 

 

“doctrine” – The second area Annas sought to catch Jesus was in His doctrine.  Rome would be slower in 

condemning a man to die as a Jewish religious heritec but it could be done!  He had the power but Annas 

needed some ammunition!   But this question was needless.  Jesus pointed out that He had spoken openly to the 

world, to all Jews; nothing was taught in secret!  There was plenty of witnesses concerning Jesus’ doctrine.     

 

 

“Why askest thou me?” – Jesus really didn’t give an answer to either one of these points.  He had preached 

openly to all peoples of ever rank and nation.  Thousands had heard him teach.  None of Jesus’ good works, 

healings, and preaching of peace and obedience to authority was ever brought up.  Instead Jesus was asked to 

witness against himself.  Legally, Jesus was not a legal witness.  Jesus recognized and highlights the illegal 

proceedings, “must I accuse myself”? “ask them which heard me,”.  

  

John 7:31-32; 45-53 – Nicodemus had called for Christ to come and be heard by the Religious Leaders.  They 

really condemned Christ without being legally heard.   

“And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by ___struck___ Jesus with the palm of his 

hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so?  Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness 

of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?  Now Annas ___had sent___ him bound unto Caiaphas the 

high priest.”  John 18:22-24 
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The First Strike – It was obvious to all, including an ambition officer (temple guard), that Annas was made to 

look foolish.  There was no witnesses and therefore this was an illigal proceeding!  Were they expecting Judas 

to  be a star witness against Jesus?  Where was he?  The question, “Answerest thou the high priest so?”  has the 

emotion in the Greek as if it was spoken to gain favor with the High Priest.  This strike was the first of the 

mistreatment of our wonderful Savior!  ---and Peter saw this!  How it must have affected him!   

 

 

“Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest” – After the strick and Jesus’ calm reply, the 

interigation was over.  Annas had no answer to Jesus’ question, “bear witness of the evil: but if well, why 

smites thou me?”  It hadn’t gone very well but time had passed enough for Caiaphas to be ready.  John will not 

give information on Caiaphas’ line of questioning, but Matthew and Mark had already given the details in their 

synoptic gospels.  Jesus had to go to Caiaphas for a formal accusation before a request for execution could be 

sent to Pilate.  It seems as Annas was manipulating and driving the operation of Jesus’ death.   

 

 

 

 

Believer’s Application: 
 

1.  “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall!”  I Cor. 10:12   

      Let’s mark the progression of Peter’s Denial of Christ. 
 

Following Jesus a far off is dangerous for any of us, to sit down with the wrong crowd sets us up for spiritual 

disaster!  This is communicated in Psalm 1:1, “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 

ungodly, or standeth in the way of sinners, or sitteth in the seat of the scornful.”  It was only a matter of time 

and Peter was going to deny Christ!   
 

“Aren’t you one of His disciples?  Thou also was with Him.”   Quite the question!  Quite the charge  
 

1. Peter should have stayed with believers at a time of crisis!  Yet, he followed Christ right into the den 

of those who hated Jesus.  The palace of the High Priest would have been the center of Jesus haters!  

And there he sat and warmed himself!  No one should be surprised Peter denied Jesus!   

 

 

2. Peter was not mentally or spiritually prepared for temptation at a time of crisis!  Remember Jesus’ 

words to Peter when asking him to pray, “Pray, that he enter not into temptation.”  But instead of 

praying Peter had slept.  The power he could have had gained through prayer was not there!  He mind 

and heart was not ready for the questions, accusations, fear, doubts, and possible persecution.  Because 

he was not prepared his sinful tendenses resurfaced:  he foolishly spoke without thinking and pridefully 

depended on himself  !  No one should be surprised Peter denied Jesus!   

 

3. Peter was not tuned to God’s warning signs at a time of crisis!  “And the cock crew.”  As soon as 

that rooster let out it’s first sign of morning, Peter should have stopped in his tracks, his mind should 

have raced to hours before when Jesus had prophecied, “before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me 

thrice.”  (Mark 14:30)  Peter should have fled from that courtyard, away from those enemies of Jesus 

and begged God’s forgiveness and strength to be faithful!  !  No one should be surprised Peter denied 

Jesus!   
 

                                                                                        BUT 
 

Where was “that other disciple”?  He doesn’t seem to be part of the bonfire discussion.  No accusations from 

housestaff or deceptive replys have been recorded concerning him.  Did he just hid amoung the crowd better?  

Or was he not hiding?  Yet, he seems to have been silent.   
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“Aren’t you one of His disciples?  Thou also was with Him.”   This is a question we should use to examine 

ourselves daily!  Are my actions, words, attitudes, desires; demonstrate that I am one of Christ’s disciples!  That 

I have been with Him!  My life should never have to be questioned concerning my stand with Jesus!  When we 

do sin---and we will----we should act like a disciple and ask forgiveness, pay resteution, and go on committed to 

live like Christ!   

 

 

Lastly, True believers will not remain silent!  In the story of Peter, he will repent and preach to thousands, John 

will stand at the cross, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicademus will defy the religious leadership and ask for the 

body of Jesus!  True believers will not remain silent!   

 

1 Peter 3:13-18 - Read 

 

 

 

2.  “And the cock crew.” Mark 14:68  – Warning signs we don’t heed!     
 

As soon as that rooster let out it’s first sign of morning, Peter should have stopped in his tracks, his mind should 

have raced to hours before when Jesus had prophecied, “before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice.”  

(Mark 14:30)  Peter should have fled from that courtyard, away from those enemies of Jesus, and begged God’s 

forgiveness and strength to be faithful!   
 

If we are honest with ourselves, there have been times when we have seen warning signs that we are heading in 

our own direction directly into sin.  God has made His people with these warning signs built within our souls.  

This is Bibilically sound, James 4:6 tells us “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.” - 

resisteth means to fight or push against. God will not allow us to live in sin and pride without giving us 

opportunity to realize our condition and turn from it!  Life can’t have the joy and peace God intended when we 

go on our own way!  But yet our sinful heart can ignore God’s merciful signs and live in miserable 

disobedience.        

 

 Are we missing warning signs??   
 

1. Lack of God’s Blessings.  Life becomes hard, problems and difficulties seem to be constant, God’s hand 

seems to have been removed!  Honestly search your heart and life for sin.  James 4:6-10 

 

 

2. Lack of Personal Peace.   One who has peace has a heart in tune with God.   A heart full of fear, 

bitterness against others, keeps secrets, and doubts God love, is a heart that could be showing warning 

signs of sin.  Honestly search your heart and life for sin!   Romans 8:5-8 

 

 

3. Lack of a Love for the Bible.  If your time in the Word of God has become boring or almost non-

existent, then you could be showing warning signs of other sin in your life that is causing this coldness 

toward God’s Word!  Honestly search your heart and life for sin!  Hebrews 4:12 

 

 

4. Lack of Love for God’s People.  If you would rather not gather, fellowship, or associate with God’s 

people, then you are showing warning signs of other sin in your life.  One of the evidences of a believer 

right with God is loving the brethren.  Honestly search your heart and life for sin!  I John 4:7-8 

 

Beware of the first “cock crowing” in your life!  When the warning signs of the lack of God’s blessings, lack of 

personal peace, lack of love for the Bible and God’s people, are evident to you honestly search our heart!  Ask 
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God for a humble heart, a committed heart to Him, and a desire to be a useful tool for His glory.  Don’t let 

warning signs go unheeded.       

 


