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Vol. 9#2 Part 2 TEd 

The Trials of Jesus – Part 2 
Trial before Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin 

Matthew 26:57, 59-68; Mark 14:53, 55-65 
 

The Trials of Jesus – 
 

              Jewish Trials – Preliminary Arraignment – This was the examination before Annas, probably giving 
the Sanhedrin time to gather.  Only John gave information on this part of the Jewish trial.  The defendant was to 
have read to them the charges against them, but for Jesus, there were none!  Instead Annas will ask Jesus to 

incriminate himself but Jesus will force Annas to articulate what the charges would be, something he could not 
do!  (before dawn – against Jewish law) 

                                         Informal Trial – This part of the trial is before Caiaphas, the official High Priest, and 
a quorum of the Sanhedrin.  Jesus needed to stand before them to have a conviction found worthy to be brought 
to Pilate.  This was to be the time to hear the testimony of at least two agreeing witnesses.  (before dawn – 

against Jewish law) 
 

                                         Formal Trial – The time to formally accuse the defendant.   
 
             Roman Trials – Pilate; Herod Antipas; Pilate 

 
            The Judges of Jesus – Annas – He was the “God Father” of the High Priest dynasty for over 50 years.  

He was corrupt, wealthy, and the most politically and religiously influential Jewish leader of the time.  Many 
theologians believe he was the driving force behind the murder of Jesus based on the two cleansings of the 
temple.  Jesus was a treat to his lifestyle!     

                                                Caiaphas – Caiaphas served 19 years, AD 18-37, as the High Priest and leader of 
the Sanhedrin.  He was a crafty Sadducee, tied up with Annas with his corrupt temple markets and money.  

Early in the book of Luke, he ties these two together in the High Priesthood. (Luke 3:2)  Caiaphas wa the 
official High Priest appointed by Rome. 
 

 
                                                Sanhedrin/The Council – We could consider this the Supreme Court of Israel.  

The Sanhedrin consisted of 71 members presided over by the High Priest.  A quorum met daily in the temple to 
hold court, except on the Sabbath and holy days.  They had no power to condemn anyone to death. (John 18:31)  
This hurried meeting in the Palace of the High Priest was illegal because of location and it being held in the 

night.   It seems that some were not invited!  Where was Joseph of Arimathea?  Where was Nicodemus?  He 
had been outspoken concerning Jesus before.  John 7:32; 39-53 gives us insight into one of these Sanhedrim 

meetings and the pressure put on someone who questioned the general thinking about Jesus!   It is likely they 
did not wake these men; they had an agenda, and no time for debate!   
 

            How about Stephen’s stoning which will happen in a few months?  The Roman government had to pick 
their fights with the Jews.  When it came to their strictly followed religion, they had learned to be lenient.  It 
seems the death of Stephen happened spontaneously and suddenly.  Rome did not approve of such actions but 

there was seldom a fall out from such occasional small disturbances.  It became a matter of political 
expediency---convenience and practicality!   

                                                          

 

                                                Other Groups Mentioned – “Scribes” – Teacher’s of the Law, often called 

“Lawyers”.     “Elders” – tribal leaders who were laymen within the religious realm; family/tribe leadership 
“chief priests” – leading members of the families from which the high priests were selected; high ranking 

members of the priesthood 
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The Religious Leaders were in a __hurry___, their window of opportunity was small.  They feared Rome and 
they feared the people.  They had to convenience both groups of the necessity of Jesus’ death and see it done in 

less then _24 hours__ because of the upcoming Sabbath.  Otherwise, they legally had to let Christ go!   
 

I.  Jesus Sent to Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin This examination happened shortly before dawn.    
 

“And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and 

the elders (“and all the chief priests” Mark 14:53) were ___assembled___.”  Matt. 26:57 “And the chief 

priests and all the council (Sanhedrin) sought for (“false” Matt. 26:59) witness (Lt - __testimony__) 

against Jesus to put him to death; and found none.” Mark 14:55 
 

“sought for (false) witness” – GK – sought intensely, diligently and repeatedly    The Religious Leaders had 

seized Jesus as a criminal, but now sought for testimony against Him!  Jesus had requested witnesses when He 
was before Annas.  Legally, there should have been testimony in defense of Jesus not only against Him.  But no 
one spoke in His defense!  He had healed thousands; He had amazed the multitudes with His doctrine, yet no 

one spoke up.  Those who loved Jesus and even believed that He might be the Messiah “feared the Jews”!  And  
this was the middle of the night, an illegal proceeding!   Remember in all of this – God was in control and was 

working out His plan of redemption for your soul!   
 

The revered Religious Leaders scrambled to find people to lie for them.  And...Many came to help out!  It 

would probably be to gain favor in their sight!  This is how people through the ages have always worked!  
There are the “great ones” and then the “little ones” who want to be “great ones”, and they will do anything to 
gain that power!  Yet, the assembly could not find any two who could agree and be “legal” witnesses!  How 

ironic that at a religious festival Religious Leaders sought for liars and many were happy to help!   

 

 
 
 “to put him to death” – Gk – the testimony had a single purpose  They wanted the death penalty!  So now they 

needed to find a charge to bring before Pilate in the morning worthy of death!  Time was ticking; morning was 
coming!  They needed to move quickly and it wasn’t looking good for them to get this done, even though they 

had Jesus in custody!   
 
 

 
II. The False Witnesses 

“...though many false witnesses came, yet found they none...” (Matt. 26:60)  “For many bare false witness 

(__testimony__) against him, but their witness (__testimony__) agreed not together. (“...At the last came 

two false witnesses,” Matt. 26:60)  And there arose certain, and bare false witness (__testimony__) against 

him, saying, We heard him (“This fellow” such distain Matt. 26:61) say, I will (“am able to” Matt. 26:61) 

destroy this temple (“of God” Matt. 26:61) that is made with hands, and within three days I will build 

another made without hands.  But neither so did their witness (__testimony__) agree together.” Mark 

14:56-59 

“but they found none” –  Plenty came with false testimony, but there was no creditable witness.  The law 
demanded exact agreement between two witnesses.  Beside that, Pilate would be hard to convince!  Jesus’ 
innocence was evident!  The Sanhedrin was going to having to rely on perjured testimony!  “The Jewish 

leaders were intent on doing whatever was necessary, even if they had to violate every biblical and rabbinical 
rule.”  JMcA p. 440 
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“I will (“am able to” Matt. 26:61) destroy this temple (“of God” Matt. 26:61) that is made with hands, and 
within three days I will build another made without hands.” –  “At the last came two false witnesses,” – after 

many tries, they had two witnesses with the similiar testimony. This is what they needed!  BUT - It is easy to 
see that this false testimony was a distorted and misapplied quote from about three years before!  This testimony 

seemed to have to do with the temple which was like an idol to the Jewish people of the day!  Anything spoken 
against it was like treason!  John 2:13-22.  These two witnesses must have been in that crowd of Jewish leaders 
and heard Jesus, but doesn’t quote it accurately.  He had said to the Religious Leaders there in the temple, 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  He was meaning His body.  In reality, the disciples 
didn’t even understand what Jesus was saying until after the resurrection. Ironically, just as Jesus had 

prophesied, the Religious Leaders would destroy the body of Christ and in three days He would rise again!   
 

But in the end, the text tells us their testimony still did not agree together!   

 
 

 

III. The Caiaphas’ Questions 

“And the high priest stood up in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou nothing? what is it 

which these witness against thee?    But he held his peace, and _answered__  __nothing__.”  Mark 14:60-61 

“stood up in the midst,” – The High Priest’s case was in trouble!  No liable witness, Jesus was silent not  being 

pulled into a debate, time was running out!  The whole time the Religious Leaders were looking foolish!  
Caiaphas was angry.  The Greek shows his words were impatient and demanding.  His position in the middle of 
the crowd showed the drama of the event!   

 

“Answerest thou nothing? What is it which these witness against thee? – Caiaphas was trying to break Jesus’ 

silence.  He desired to drag Jesus into debate and then try and trap Him.  (as the Religious Leaders had tried 
before but was never able to do! Matt. 22:15; 35)  Since the accusation was false, Jesus did not answer.   

 

“But he held his peace,” – Gk – continued action   The accusations were so weak and the testimony lacked any 

credibility; the true character and purpose of the Religious Leadership was on clear display!  Jesus said nothing, 
but this also is in fulfillment of prophecy!  Is. 53:7 

 

“…And (“Again…” Mark 14:61) the high priest answered and said unto him, I __adjure__ thee by the 

living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ (___Messiah____), the Son of God (“the Blessed” 

Mark 14:61).”  Matthew 26:63     

“I adjure thee by the living God,” – Caiaphas had no regard for the “living God” (He did not know God, love 
God, obey God, fear God, seek God!  He did regard his position and  power!), here he is taking our dear God’s 

name in vain!  In this he was seeking to put Jesus under oath.  Trying to have someone testify against 
themselves was not allowed in Mosaic Law.  Jesus was not lawfully required to answer.  JW Shepherd calls the 
High Priest’s question an “unjust legal trick”.    But Jesus will choose to answer.   

 

“tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God” – This question was at the crutch of their hate of Jesus; to 

answer this question positively would be blasphemy.   
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This is a fact people had recognized for much of Jesus’ ministry!  John 1:43, 49; 4:25-29; 41-42; 9:35-37; 
11:27; Matt. 14:33; 8:29 

 

“the Son of the Blessed” – Pious Jews would avoid uttering God’s name out of reverence.  So they would use 
alternative names, this is an example – “Blessed”.   This is the only example of this term being used in the New 
Testament.   

 

IV. Jesus’ Answer   To remain silent would have denied His Messianic claims.   

“Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said (“__I am__” Mark 14:62): nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter 

shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power (___”Power” – name of God__), and coming 

in the clouds of heaven.” Matthew 26:64 

“I am” – A name of God!  Jesus is saying he was deity, direct answer—YES!  I am the Messiah, the Son of 

God!   In the last few weeks, Jesus had been saying who He was more plainly.  This only flamed the fire of 
hatred toward Him by the Religious Leaders (John 10:22-42).  Shepherd says of this statement, “The hour has 
come for the declaration Jesus had avoided making to the general public through the three years of His 

ministry...To claim divine sonship or equality with God was blasphemy and subject to the death penalty.  Jesus 
was fully conscious of this.” Shep. p. 576  

 

“Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power,” - BUT Jesus just doesn’t just leave 

off His answer by telling them that He was the Messiah, the Son of God.  He goes on and adds, “and you will 
see Me (Son of Man) in my glorified position as your Judge!”  WOW!  Jesus prophesied a powerful role 

reversal!  Ps. 110:1; Rev. 20:11-15 

“right hand of power,” – Gk - should actually be translated with a capital letter “Power”.  Here Jesus is using 
the same technique of naming God something other then Jehovah.  Here Jesus calls Him “Power”.   

The term “Son of Man’ comes directly from the Old Testament (108 times – Ps. 110:1; Dan. 7:13) and is a 
name of the Messiah.  The Gospels use it 75 times alone.  “Son of Man” was Jesus’ favorite term He used of 

Himself.   

 

 

“coming in the clouds of heaven.” – This speaks of the day the Jews were actually waiting – when their Messiah 
would reign in David’s place!  He is telling that day will come and they will see Him!  How  they misjudged 

Jesus!  What fools!   

In all of this, Jesus was predicting His resurrection, ascension and return to glory, and coming again!  WOW!  

“this was the greatest, straight forward, no doubt answer,...He could have claimed no greater postion that to 

have said He was the Son of Man.” JVMcGee p. 143 
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V. The Reaction to Jesus’ Answer   

“Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have 

__we__ of witnesses? behold, now __ye__ have heard his blasphemy. What think __ye__?   __They__ 

answered and said, He is guilty of death. (“And __they___  __all___ condemned him to be guilty of 

death.” Mark 14:64) Matthew 26:65-66 

“the high priest rent his clothes,” –   Jesus saying He was deity always brought great anger from the Religious 

Leaders!  John 5:19-47; 8:16-19; 10:29-39    Usually tearing clothes was a sign of great grief, but in the book of 
Leviticus it said the High Priest was never to rent his robes.  As the times changed, this was allowed for because 

of  blasphemy.  This act of indignation was actually a cover for relief and gloating in the fact they had captured 
Jesus with this admission!   

 
 

“what further need have we of witnesses?” – This was the trap the High Priest had needed to catch Jesus!  
Caiaphas had gained his desire!  Now no lying witnesses were needed!  No more need for this tense and 

embarrassing situation to continue. Jesus had incriminated Himself!    All the Sanhedrin had heard Jesus for 
themselves! 
 

 
 

“now ye have heard his blasphemy.” – This was the sentence that sent him to the cross but they will have to 
wait until sunrise to make it a “legal” condemnation!   Jesus had seldom professed being the Christ.  His works 
and words proved it!  But He admitted it solely for the ammunition His captures needed!   

 
In truth, this was not blasphemy!  These words were actually the truth.  Jesus was the Son of God, and will 

come someday in the clouds!  These words were truth!   
 
 

 
“What think ye?” – This collection of the elite Jewish leaders of the day refused to even consider if this could 

be true!  Let’s not forget the words Caiaphas had already spoken recorded in John 11:49-50.  Caiaphas had 
already predetermined that Jesus should die!  Now he wants his followers to approve it.   These Religious 
Leaders valued human security in position and power more then eternal security!   

 
 

  
“And they all condemned him to be guilty of death.” – Without even considering the evidence Caiaphas and all 
the Sanhedrin passed sentence!   

 
“He claimed to be the Messiah, and they would make use of His confession to secure His condemnation of 

treason before the Roman court.  Before the Jews, He would stand condemned for blasphemy....In reality, Jesus 
had voluntarily chosen to meet then and there the issue of His atoning death.”  Shepard p. 577   
Isaiah 53:2-3 

 
 

“Then did __they___   __spit___ in his face, and __buffeted________ him (“and to cover his face,” Mark 

14:65); and others (“and the servants (__temple guards__)” Mark 14:65)  __strike___ him with the palms 

of their hands,  Saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote thee?”  Matthew 26:67-68 
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As they waited for the sun to come up and the time of the formal trial and condemnation of Jesus, the power of 
darkness was unleashed in the form of physical and verbal abuse.  The treatment of Christ revealed the heart of 

the Sanhedrim and the fulfillment of prophecy (Is. 50:6).    

Physical Abuse Unleashed – The dignified Jewish Leaders jumped at the opportunity to let all their hatred of 
Jesus out there on the porch of the High Priest’s palace!  First they spit in His face, to the Jews the grossest and 

most hateful form of personal insult, and then it escalated to slapping, hitting, and beating.   

 

Verbal Abuse Unleashed – The temple guards joined in and made sport of Jesus by blindfolding Him and 
sought to make fun of one of the attributes of God – omniscience.  Oh, Jesus could have told them who smote 

Him!  And what they ate for dinner the night before, and the name of their great-grandfather’s favorite animal!   
He could have told them anything, yet He held His peace.  To Jesus the fulfillment of prophecy was so 
important and this abuse was part of prophecy.  (Ps. 22:7-8; Is. 50:6; Is 53: 3-7) Don’t ever forget, He did it for 

you!     

 

Believer’s Application: 

 1.  Jesus our Example – Silence in the Face of Foolishness – As the Religious Leaders waited for the sun to 
come up and to begin formal trial and condemnation of Jesus, the power of darkness was unleashed in the form 

of physical and verbal abuse.  The treatment of Christ revealed the heart of the Sanhedrin and the fulfillment of 
prophecy (Is. 50:6).   Jesus silently took all the abuse given out at their hands.  

Peter stood below in the courtyard of the High Priest’s palace and observed it all.  This made a great impact on 

him and he later would use this event as an illustration in his teaching concerning the reaction of believers to 
wrongful suffering found in  I Peter 2:18-25.   In this passage, Peter is teaching the slaves of his day how to 
react to their masters when treated cruelly.  This was a very real problem in the early church and a need that 

Paul will also address.    

Peter will give a couple strong points concerning suffering wrongfully.  But first we must understand what 
several of these key words mean:  suffering – undeserved mental or physical pain   froward – lit. twisted; 

wicked people;  grief – sadness because of suffering   reviled – repetitive and vile language; insults         
endure/patient – waiting quietly and trusting God’s sovereignty 

Peter’s Lesson - Remember: 

1.  God is pleased/honored if we endure wrongful suffering because of our love and obedience to Him.  In 

the Sermon on the Mount Jesus taught “resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 
him the other also.”  Later in that passage He will say, “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.”  (Matt. 5:39-44)  When we 

are conscience of God’s will and commit ourselves to live for Him, I Peter 2:20-21 both say it is “thankworthy” 
and “acceptable” to Him.  We please God in our suffering!  Our obedience in this area is commendable in the 

eye of God!  I Peter 4:14-16 

2. We are called to suffering like Christ.  (Matt. 16:24)  One of the most recorded statements of Jesus during 
His ministry was, “Follow Me”.  We are all called to follow Him.  Peter will repeat the idea of our calling to 
Christ several times in His book – 2:9; 3:9; 5:10 Just as Peter was called to leave his life to follow Jesus we too 

are called to follow Christ.  In I Peter 2:21 it tells us that we are called to suffering like Christ who left us His 
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example “that ye should follow his steps:” or literally “that ye should follow closely upon His steps.”  So in this 
incident during the early morning hours in the palace of the High Priest, Jesus shows us how to suffer 

wrongfully!  

➢ Jesus didn’t speak back with insults or vile language 
➢ Jesus didn’t threaten with vengeance 

Instead – Jesus trusted in His sovereign Father who judges fairly!    Warren Wiersbe said of Christ, “Jesus 

proved that a person could be in the will of God, be greatly loved by God, and still suffer unjustly.”  p. 906  

3. God uses our suffering for His purposes and His glory! I Peter 3:13-18 We are blessed of God; We have 
opportunity to be different from the world in our reactions to our abusers.  This difference will be “salt and 

light” which will bring questions from others concerning our life “be ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.”     

After Peter teaches Christ being our example in suffering wrongfully, he wonderfully mixes practical Christ -
like living with Gospel doctrine!   

       The Gospel from Peter’s Pen!  Peter – a Witness to Jesus’ Wrongful Suffering for Me!   

 

 

 

2.  Jesus Gave Himself Willingly for Me – This is works well with Homework #3.  Here are some verses used 
by ladies in Ladies Studying Jesus.  Gal. 1:3-5; 2:20; Rom. 5:8; John 3:3, 16; Rom 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9; 2 Cor. 

5:21; Is. 53:5; Phil. 2:8   Encourage the ladies to read their chosen verses and written prayer if they would like.   
 
 

 


