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Vol. 9 #2 Part 4 TEd 

The Sanhedrin Formally Condemns Jesus 
Matt. 27:1; Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66-71 

Judas’ Regret of Betraying Jesus 
Matthew 27:3-10 

 

The Trials of Jesus – 
 

              Jewish Trials – This formal meeting at daybreak ends the Jewish part of the trials of Jesus.  They had 

Jesus declare Himself the Messiah in His own words.  They were confident that they could twist the truth 
enough to convince Pilate to kill Jesus.   
 

 
             Roman Trials – Pilate would have to be convinced that Jesus was a threat to Rome.  They felt that with 

His statement of being the Messiah, they could use that as proof that Jesus could rise up a following to try and 
overthrow Roman rule.   
 

            The Judges of Jesus – It seems this is a larger group of Sanhedrin leaders.  It is possible they met in the 
Temple, making this a legal Sanhedrin meeting.  This gathering is the climax of the Jewish trials; they were sure 

He was guilty and felt they had their proof.   
 
 

The Religious Leaders were in a __hurry__, their window of opportunity was small.  They feared Rome and 
they feared the people.  They had to convence both groups of the necessity of Jesus’ death and see it done in 

less then _24 hours__ because of the upcoming Sabbath.  Otherwise, they legally had to let Christ go!   
 

The Sanhedrin Formally Condemns Jesus 

“And (“straightway” Mark 15:1) as soon as it was day (5-6 AM), the elders of the people and the chief 

priests and the scribes came together (“and the whole council” __Sanhedrin__ Mark 15:1), and led him 

into their council (“held a consultation” Mark 15:1; “against Jesus to put him to death:” Matt. 27:1), 

saying,   Art thou the Christ? tell us.”  Luke 22:66-67 

“straightway” – Gk – quickly; for that exact purpose; in reality, Mosaic Law said capital punishment cases must 
have two trials 24 hours apart.  Ps. 2:2  It had been only three days since cleansing the temple, the religious 

leaders were still angry but felt they must try and have an appearance of legality.   

 

“Art thou the Christ? tell us.” – Gk – expected a quick reply;  It is very possible that not all the Sanhedrin heard 
Jesus’ self-condemnation earlier in the night.  They want to do this quickly and move on to Pilate!  Now a larger 
group had gathered and the same question was asked Christ, this was their old complaint against Jesus.  John 

5:18 

 

“And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will __not__ believe:   And if I also ask you, ye will __not___ 

answer me, nor let me go.   Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of God.”  

Luke 22:67-69    
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“If I am not the Christ, you ought to answer the arguments with which I prove that I am; if I am you ought to let 
me go, but you will do neither.”  MHenry p. 1651 

“If I tell you that I am the Messiah, ye will assuredly not believe; and if I  question you, and try to discuss the 

matter with you, ye will not answer my questions.  But from now on, the Son of man shall be seated on the right 
hand of the power of God.”  Pentacost p. 465 

“ye will not believe:”/ “ye will not answer me” – These Religious Leaders could not debate honestly.  Their 

objective was protecting their position and power, it would be futile to preach or debate with them.  Luke 19:45-
20:8  The religious system of the Jews and the men of position behind it had rejected Christ; nothing would 

change their mind.  John 12:37-43  

 

“Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of God.” – Jesus was seeing beyond the cross 
to the glory we would all see!  Phil. 2:9-11; Heb. 12:2   It would be at this point these men along with the rest of 
the ages know He is their Messiah!  Then it is too late!   

This is the third time Jesus is using this phrase from Ps. 110:1 and Dan. 7:13-14.  1.  In the final debate with the 
Religious Leaders in the temple. Luke 20:41-44  2. Before Caiaphas in the second of the Jewish trials – Matt. 
26:64  3. Now before the full Sanhedrin, both these verses were well known Messianic verses.   

“right hand of God”  is a place of honor, authority and power.  When Christ told of this position He was 

claiming to be God!   verses:  Acts 2:3;5:31; 7:55-56; Rom. 8:34; Eph. 1:20; Col. 3:1; Heb. 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 
12:2; I Peter 3:22 

 

“Then said they __all__ (group chorus of disorder), Art thou then the Son of God? And he said unto them, 

Ye say that I am (equivalent of “yes”).   And they said, What need we any further witness? for we 

ourselves have heard of his own mouth.” Luke 22:70-71 

“Ye say that I am.” – In the mind of the Religious Leaders, Jesus was committing blasphemy.   

 
 
“we ourselves have heard of his own mouth.” – They had what the needed, a confession on blasphemy.  They 

could not kill him, only bring him to Pilate/Rome, Pilate would make the final decision.  They would need to 
strengthen the case for Pilate to even consider capital punishment.  Their case was still weak in the eyes of 

Rome!   Now they will adjust it to fit the Roman demand for capital punishment.  They would need to change 
their charge from ecclesiastical treason (blasphemy against their law) to a civil charge of political treason 
(against Rome).  In a few months they will drag Stephen out and stone him.  But Jesus had to be crucified!   

 
 

“The religious trial was now over.  The next step was to put Him through a civil trial  
and convince the Roman governor that Jesus of Nazareth was a criminal worthy of death.   

The Son of God was to be crucified, and only the Romans could do that.”    Warren Wiersbe p. 218. 

 
 

 
Believer’s Application:  God gave to Israel a choice those three years of Jesus’ life.   His works and words 
challenged the common man and the sinners, the Jews and the Gentiles; all those that would listen.  They all had 
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to choose, God’s Way through the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, or their religious system. The Gospels are full of 
men and woman from all backgrounds and the choice they made! Unfortunately, John 1:11 tell us the choice of 

most, “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.”   AND now the choice is ours today!  At 
whatever age we are, at whatever time in our life, we must come to a place of decision---and the choice is the 

same---our religious system OR Jesus of Nazareth!  John 1:12 gives us our directive!  “But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:” Paul wrote to 
the Jewish Religionist in the Book of Romans.  Look and study these verses concerning Religion vs. Faith.  

Chose Jesus---not Religion!  Rom 2:17-18; 3:21-28; 5:1, 6-12; 6:22-23 
 

 
 

Religion is a system constructed by men. 

The Gospel is the plan of God for the restoration of man to Himself! 

 

Judas’ Regret of Betraying Jesus 
 

The Religious Trials were over, the verdict was pronounced, and the reality of Judas’ betrayal of the Christ 

weighed on him.  Perhaps he didn’t believe Jesus might actually be condemned  to death, perhaps Jesus’ words 
in the garden “Friend, wherefore art thou come.  Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?”  or even the 

tender, compassion of Jesus in the Upper Room kept playing in his mind.  Whatever the driving force we do not 
know, but recorded only in the Gospel of Matthew, we find Judas made his way to the Religious Leaders again. 
 

I. The Action of Judas 

“ Then Judas, which had betrayed him, __when__ he saw that he was condemned, __repented___ himself, 

and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,   Saying, I have __sinned___ in 

that I have betrayed __the___   __innocent__ blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that.   
 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple (Gk - __”hurled from him the silver into the sanctuary” 
inner court where sacrifices were made__), and departed (Gk – solitude), and went and hanged himself.”   

Matt. 27:3-5 

“when he saw that he was condemned,” – We are not exactly sure when Judas came to the Religious Leaders.  
Most theologians put the event here after the Jewish trials were over.  Some place it after Pilate pronounces 

Jesus to be crucified.  But whenever it was, Judas saw that all hope for Jesus seemed lost.   

 

“repeated himself” – Gk – “a change of mind and feeling” Matt. 21:29, 32; 2 Cor. 7:8; Heb. 7:21 This is the 
same word as used in remorse and regret.  The natural path for this emotion is despair.  Judas was angry with 

himself.  This is not the New Testament word for repentance to salvation.   

 

“I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.” – “the innocent blood” – about half of the English 
translations use the article “the”.  Only Jesus’ blood would be Innocent!  Here Judas is telling them he no didn’t 

agreed with the charges!  If anyone would know Christ was innocent, Judas would!  He had spent three years 
with Him!  But we know the Religious Leaders already knew Jesus was innocent!  They had spent much of the 
night trying to find “false witnesses” or false testimony against Jesus!  The statement of Judas was not a true 

confession of repentance!  There is no evidence that Judas moved any further toward a relationship with Christ 
then regret and remorse.  He recognized the sin---he was guilty---but that is where it stopped!    
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“What is that to us? See thou to that.” – “That’s your problem; you did it, what does that have to do with us!” 
The Religious Leaders didn’t give him any time! His pleas came too late!  They had no use or compassion for 

him!  Part of the ministry of these men was to help sinners come to God.   Here we see them push a sinner away 
and drive Judas to despair.  No love, no care, no mercy, no sympathy; just ridicule, rejection, and 

condemnation.  Judas left them without hope. 

 

“and went out and hanged himself – When the disciples gathered after the ascension, they selected a 
replacement for Judas to be numbered as a disciple.  Peter will give further insight into the happenings of Judas’ 

death.  Acts 1:16-19  When putting the events together it seems that Judas found himself away from the crowds 
of Jerusalem in this refuse area.  This is where he sought to commit suicide.  According to the words of Peter, 
he fell down onto rocks, it seems while hanging himself the tree or rope gave way and he fell either to his death 

or having hung himself and not been found his dead and decomposing body fell and “burst asunder in the midst, 
and all his bowels gushed out.”  Whatever happened this ended his life with never the hope of forgiveness and 

restoration to God.   

 

“Some have said that Judas sinned more in despairing of the mercy of God than in betraying His Master’s 
blood...Self-murder, though prescribed by heathen, is certainly a remedy worse than the disease, no matter how 
bad the disease maybe.  Let us watch against the beginnings of melancholy.”  Matthew Henry (1662-1714)     

p.1511 

II. The Action of the Religious Leaders 

“And the chief priests __took__ the silver pieces, and said, It is not __lawful__ for to put them into the 

treasury, because it is the price of __blood___.   And they took ___council___, and bought with them the 

potter's field, to bury strangers (__foreigners - Gentiles_) in.  Wherefore that field was called, The field of 

__blood__, unto this day.”  Matt. 27:6-8  

“It is not lawful for to put them into the treasury,” – Here the Religious Leaders were doing what they did best!  

They were worried over the minors of the law!  Judas’ money was tainted with blood!  It was not lawful to use 
money that was received by the sale of a slave as offering money.  Let’s put that in to perspective, they had just 
broken almost every law of judgment in seeking to condemn an innocent man to death. They were the ones who 

had paid for the betrayal of this man.  But now they worry about breaking a treasury law.  Jesus had addressed 
their inconsistencies when it came to the obedience of God’s law.  (Matt. 23:23)  Their hatred for Jesus was so 

great that it caused them to lose all sense of justice.  Yet, when it came to this money, they did not want to bring 
guilt upon themselves!   These men readily picked and choose what laws and commands of God they would 
obey!  This was their pattern!  We will see them do it again very soon!   

 

“price of blood.” – At that time, 30 pieces of silver would have been the price of a slave; the price of a man’s 
life.   

 

“field of blood, unto this day.” – Apparently, the property was a well-known plot of ground.  Probably used for 
refuse.  The Religious Leaders discussed together this BIG purchase (“took council”) and bought it.  Some 50+ 
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years later, at the time of the writing of the Gospel of Matthew, it was still known as the “field of blood” for this 
reason.  It was used as a cemetery for Gentiles within Jerusalem that had no other place.   

III. A Prophecy Fulfilled  Again, we see one of the hearts of Jesus---to fulfill prophecy.  This is so important 

to the heart of God because it proves His character can be trusted!  God is true to His word!   

“Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by __Jeremy__ the prophet, saying, And they took the thirty 

pieces of silver, the price of him that was __valued___, whom they of the children of Israel did __value__;  

And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me.”  Matt. 27:9-10 

“Jeremy the prophet,” – This quote is from Zechariah 11:12-13.  Jeremiah has several passages similar to this – 
Jer. 17-19; 32 speak of buying a field, potters and pottery but certainly not as plainly as Zechariah refer to the 

thirty pieces of silver.  Here are two quotes from theologians that unravel the confusion this verse. 

“Actually, the statement paraphrases Zech. 11:12-13.  But the Hebrew canon was divided into three sections: 
Law, Writings, and Prophets (cf. Luke 24:44).  Jeremiah came first in the order of prophetic books, so the 
Prophets were sometimes collectively referred to by his name.”  John MacArthur p. 446 

“This prophecy is found specifically in Zechariah 11:12-13, but may also have been taken from Jeremiah 17:2- 
3; 18:1-4; 19:1-11; or 32:6-15.  In Old Testament times, Jeremiah was considered the collector of some of the 
prophets’ writings, so his name is sited (“Jeremy”) rather than Zechariah.”  Life Application Bible p. 1630 

 

Believer’s Application:     We have talked much about Judas over the last couple years.  How Jesus gave him 

opportunities in the Upper Room to choose a different path, how Jesus loved him to the end.  We talked about 
Judas in the garden and the statements of Christ to him.  And now we see his end.   

It must be noted that Judas ultimately went to the wrong people.  JV McGee felt strongly that Judas may have 

seen Jesus again that night.  Even if he didn’t he could have sought him out.  Yet, Judas goes back to the 
Religious Leaders and said, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood”.  He had to know that he 
was not going to talk them out of their plan to kill Christ!  And what did he get from those Religious Leaders?  

Ridicule, rejection, condemnation...which drove him to hopeless despair!  Oh, if he would have come to Jesus 
instead and cried out in repentance, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood?”.  We know 

Judas would have found compassion, mercy, and forgiveness.   

We must be aware of those who suffer guilt, shame, and hopeless despair.  We must point them to Jesus Christ, 
the lover of their soul.  We must be ready to give hope and that will take our time, our boldness, and our 

preparation!  The Religious Leaders were in no position to help a sinner!  They were the blind leading the blind!  
Yet, if we know Christ as our Savior, we do have the light for the blind soul!  Be ready to help the despairing, 
guilt-ridden “Judas’” that God may send your way!  The third verse from the song “For the Sake of His Name”  

Chris Anderson wrote, “Love the unloved for the sake of His name; Like Christ, befriend those whose heads 
hang in shame.  Jesus did not condemn but was condemned for them.  Trust gospel power, for we once were the 

same.”   

 

 

 
 


