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Vol. 9 #2 Part 7 TEd 

Jesus’ Second Trial before Pilate – Part 1 
Matthew 27:15-23; Mark 15:6-14; Luke 23:13-19; John 18:39-40  

 

Lesson’s Theme – The evidence points this is the day of scheduled crucifixions! 

 

The Trials of Jesus – 
 

              Jewish Trials – The Jewish part of Jesus’ trial was over.  The Religious Leaders had broken seemly all 

the laws concerning trials.  They had Jesus declare Himself the Messiah and instead of considering it as truth, 

they called it blasphemy.  Now they seek the Romans to execute Jesus by crucifixion.    

 

The evidence points that this is the day of scheduled crucifixions! 

 

 

             Roman Trials – The Religious Leaders knew the trial of Jesus with Pilate had not gone well.  Time was 

ticking but they still had a couple issues they could still bring up against Herod or Pilate if they had too.  Jesus’ 

trial was becoming a strategic game of politics, fear, power, and stubborn will. 
 

The evidence points that this is the day of scheduled crucifixions! 

 

 

            The Judges of Jesus –  
 

                          Religious Leaders – The satanic power was evident in the obsessing hatred and illogical 

thinking of the Religious Leaders.  They were so set in their desire to destroy Jesus; it had to have been the 

Devil driven!   
 

The evidence points that this is the day of scheduled crucifixions! 

 

 

                          Pilate – By the time Christ stood before Pilate, his position as governor was under scrutiny by 

his superiors. Roman Governors had to make their subjects happy to keep their position with Rome.  By this 

time, Pilate was weak, indecisive, quick to compromise, and fearful of both subject and superior.  All of these 

issues will play into his decision with Jesus.  He will declare Jesus innocent three times (Pilate had no doubt 

that Jesus was innocent and hated by the Religious leaders), yet because of his weak character Pilate will let a 

Christ die of crucifixion because it was politically safer.   

 

 

The Religious Leaders were in a ___hurry___, their window of opportunity was small.  They feared Rome and 

they feared the people.  They had to convenience both groups of the necessity of Jesus’ death and see it done in 

less then __24 hours___ because of the upcoming Sabbath.  Otherwise, they legally had to let Christ go!   

 

I. Pilate’s Compromise 

“And Pilate, when __he__ had called together the __chief priests__ and the __rulers__ and the __people__,  

Said unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that __perverteth__ the people (causes political 

rebellion): and, behold, I, having examined him __before__ you, have found no fault in this man touching 

those things whereof ye accuse him:  No, nor yet __Herod__: for I sent you to him; and, lo, __nothing__ 

worthy of death is done unto (by) him.” Luke 23:13-15 
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“called together” – The wording of this phrase in the Greek as well as Roman Judicial protocol both bare to the 

fact that Pilate was gathering all to declare the verdict to the trial.  This was to be publically with all involved to 

be in attendance.  Notice the crowd – Religious Leaders; Political Leaders; Common Man 

 

 
 

Pilate presents the facts – With an air confidence, Pilate will go through the facts of the case.  “no fault in this 

man touching those things” – Gk “the habitual conduct of his man is contrary to your charges and sentence.” 

(I Tim. 6:13)   Herod and Pilate had the same verdict.  At the end of this declaration, Pilate should have added, 

“Case dismissed, the accused is free to go!”  But he didn’t!   

 
 

 

➢ Background Information to the Compromise: 

“Now at that feast (“(For of necessity...” Luke 23:17) he _released__ unto them one prisoner, whomsoever 

__they__ desired.   And there was one named Barabbas (“a noteable prisoner” Matt. 27:16), which lay 

bound with them that had made insurrection _with_ him, who had committed murder in the insurrection.  

And (“Therefore when they were gathered together,” Matt. 27:17) the multitude crying aloud began to 

__desire__ him to do as he had ever done unto them.”  Mark 15:6-8 

Passover Tradition of a Prisoner Release – This tradition commemorated the Egyptians releasing the Israelites 

from Egypt.  Though not completely supported by historical record, this does make sense knowing the Romans 

would support the local religions of their conquered lands and in doing so gain favor with the people.  Several 

ancient conquers had this practice.  Understand, the people would request a prisoner of their desire!   

The evidence points that this is the day of scheduled crucifixions!   This would be the day Pilate would release 

a prisoner! 

 

Barabbas – Aramaic – “Son of the father” or “The father’s son” This is a very general name – probably not his 

real name but his criminal name.  He was a well known nationalist that went over the top against Rome. 

Barabbas is mentioned in all four Gospels and Acts.  Evidently he had become a terror to his own people right 

there in Jerusalem---a true terrorist!  The different Gospel records call him a robber, murder, and insurrectionist.  

It seems that he was the most notorious prisoner in the dungeon that day and 

The evidence points that this is the day of scheduled crucifixions! 

 

Multitude – Gk – growing crowd; Here is a mixed crowd of Religious and Political Leaders along with common 

Jewish citizens who have come together in Pilate’s courtyard.     

The evidence points that this is the day of scheduled crucifixions!   The crowd starts to call “Crying aloud” – 

Gk volume was getting louder - for Pilate to release one of his prisoners as had been his custom.  Most Bible 

scholars feel that this morning some had gathered to see who Pilate would release as well as the trial of Jesus.  

The evidence points that this is the morning of scheduled crucifixions!  SO....the release would be done this 

day!  Nothing has been said about Jesus---only the custom of release and Barabbas. 

 



 3 

➢ The Compromise: - Barabbas or Jesus? 

“Pilate said unto them, (“But ye have a custom, that I should __release__ unto you one at the passover:” 

John 18:39) Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is __called__ Christ (“the 

King of the Jews?” Mark 15:9/John 18:39)?    For he knew that for __envy__ they (“the chief priests” 

Mark 15:10)  had delivered him.” Matthew 27:17-18 

A Logical Choice? – The crowd was calling out to Pilate for the release of a prisoner (Mark 15:6) and Pilate 

used this opportunity to seek a compromise so everyone went home happy!  Remember, this was Pilate’s 

motivation when making decisions!   He wanted everyone happy!  If we closely look at the facts of this 

compromise, we find Pilate’s logic amazing but also it was a gamble!  I call it Satanic!  He knew the Religious 

Leaders brought Jesus to him to be put to death based solely on their jealously because Jesus was so popular 

with the common man.  So Pilate confidently states the question to the crowd!   

“Christ”/”King of the Jews” – Pilate adds these titles to Jesus not because he believed it was true but he was 

working the crowd!  Some among the Jews did believe it; he hoped they were in the growing crowd and would 

call for Jesus to be released!   

Pilate knew Religious Leaders were jealous, but felt they were not crazy!  The contrast between Barabbas and 

Jesus was night and day, darkness and light, guilty and innocent, right and wrong, life-taker and life-giver!  

Pilate was working the crowd, and the Religious Leaders!  There had to be someone in the crowd who 

supported Jesus, or at least plenty in the crowd who knew Barabbas was worthy of death!  With this proposed 

compromise, Pilate seemed confident the crowd and even the Religious Leaders would certainly choose Jesus 

over Barabbas, the most notorious murder in his prison! Especially if he could sweeten the deal!  And everyone 

would go home satisfied!   

 

II. Pilate’s Interruption        Pilate’s conscience told him Jesus was innocent; Roman law showed Pilate Jesus 

was innocent; Herod felt Jesus was innocent; And now Pilate’s wife sends him a message saying that Jesus is 

innocent!   

This detail is unique to Matthew. 

“When he was set down on the __judgment seat__ (bema seat), his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou 

nothing to do with that __just__ man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of 

him.” Matthew 27:19 

Pilate could have come into the judgment hall to await a decision from the people. For whatever reason, it is 

recorded that Pilate sat down on his bema seat, and received a message from his wife.   

“just man” –  Gk – “Innocent, righteous, upright man”  Theologians differ in their theories concerning the 

dream.  Was it or was it not from God.  Was it superstition, intuition, or even a personal knowledge of Christ?  

We certainly see dreams given from God in the Bible.   

 

Pilate’s conscience; Roman law; Herod; and even his wife pointed to the innocence of Jesus but Pilate’s fear 

and politics will cause him to choose to condemn Jesus!   

Remember:  Jesus was doing this for you!  Eph. 5:1-2 
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III. Religious Leaders Influence the Crowd – Ask for Barabbas 

See this carefully, Pilate was confident and in control.  He had a brilliant plan, if played right, would gain Jesus’ 

release and sends home everyone feeling as if they had gained what they had ultimately desired.  This proposed 

compromise was logical but still a gamble.  BUT something happened!  Pilate was interrupted; he left the crowd 

standing in his courtyard and sat on his judgment seat!  Perhaps he wanted them to feel as if they were making 

the decision; perhaps he was told he had a message from his wife and he paused to attend to it.  Whatever the 

reason, in those few minutes, he lost control of the crowd and the Religious Leaders took advantage!   

“But the chief priests and elders persuaded (“moved” Mark 15:11) the multitude that they should 

__ask__ Barabbas, and destroy (__execute__) Jesus.”  Matthew 27:20  “And they (“all again” John 18:40) 

cried out all at once, saying, (“Not this man,” John 18:40) Away with this man, and release unto us 

Barabbas: (Who for a certain __sedition__ made in the city, and (“a __robber__.” John 18:40) for 

__murder__, was cast into prison.)” Luke 23:18-19 

“release unto us Barabbas:” –  When Pilate returned to overlook the courtyard, to his surprise the crowd “cried 

out” for Barabbas!   Notice the piles of English verbs and adverbs!  The Gk is incredibly strong here.  

“persuaded” – shook up, like an earthquake  “moved” – to incite; stirred up; to shake up  “cried out” – 

deafening and rasping chorus   Pilate knew the crowds were close to riot, and he was trying to pacify it, but he 

was losing the battle!  He could not allow this to go beyond a shouting match!   How could the crowd want 

Barabbas, a local robber and murder in Jerusalem?  His crimes were well-known; Pilate was stunned and 

repeated the deal!   

The Religious Leaders had whipped the crowd into a frenzy.  They instructed them to demand the crucifixion of 

Jesus!  Popular opinion probably had been toward Jesus but the Religionist stepped in!   

 

IV. Pilate Repeats the Compromise – Barabbas or Jesus? 

“Pilate therefore, __willing___ to release Jesus, spake __again__ to them.” Luke 23:20 “Whether of the 

twain will ye that I release unto you? They said, Barabbas.” Matthew 27:21 

“They said, Barabbas.” – To Pilate, the experienced judge, the decision was obvious, but the people had been 

swayed to call for the murdering terrorist Barabbas!  Pilate, not satisfied with the crowds answer, perhaps in 

disbelief and hoping to hear some calls for Jesus gave the compromise again!  If he could hear just a few calls 

for Jesus’ release, he could move forward and secure Jesus’ freedom!  But he heard none!   

 

V. Pilate’s Question to the Crowd 

“And Pilate answered and said __again__ unto them, What will ye then that I __shall__ do unto him 

(“with Jesus which is called Christ?” Matt. 27:22) whom ye call the King of the Jews?” Mark 15:12   

“What will ye then that I shall do unto him” – This truly is a strange question.  Perhaps he was appealing to the 

people a lesser punishment, something other then the worst kind of execution Rome inflicted!  This must have 

been in Pilate’s mind, for that is exactly what he will propose!   
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Jesus/Christ/King of the Jews – The Gk shows that the emotion of his statement was one of mocking bitterness!  

Though he did not believe it, he was throwing into the face of the Jewish crowd that they were seeking to have 

executed one that said He was their Messiah and their King.   

 

 

VI. The Crowd’s Final Answer – Rejection of the Compromise 

➢ Pilate’s Last Chance at Compromise – “Chastise him, and let him go.” 

Notice!  Pilate seems to be taking things back into his hands and declares his verdict!   

“But they cried (“out __again__,” Mark 15:13), saying, Crucify him, crucify him. And he said unto them 

the __third__ time, Why, what evil hath he done? I have found no cause of death in him: I will therefore 

chastise him, and let him go.” Luke 23:21-22 

Pilate is baffled by the crowds insistence of crucifixion and asked them, “Why, what evil hath he done?”  And 

the crowd could not answer him.  He had done no evil, He was innocent!  Despite the Religious Leaders best 

efforts, Pilate and Herod both found Jesus innocent of political offenses worthy of death.  (Luke 23:1, 2, 5, 10)  

Though the Religious Leaders had basically lost their case before Pilate, he will seek to appease them by 

suggesting to “chastise” – Gk punish him to teach him a lesson; whip; flogged; beaten with a whip; scourge;  

before letting him go.   Beating Jesus within an inch of His life was wrong!  Christ was innocent in the eyes of 

the law and Pilate knew it but politics and keeping everyone happy was at his core!   He should have simply 

said, “Case dismissed and walked away!”  But he didn’t!    

 

➢ The Mob “Prevailed” 

“And they were instant (“the more exceedingly,” Mark 15:14) with loud voices (“they cried out the 

more,” Matt. 27:23), requiring that he might be crucified. And the __voices__ of them and of the chief 

priests prevailed.”   Luke 23:23 

Pilate should have never made this compromise.  It set up disaster!  Jesus was innocent!  Pilate’s perfect plan 

backfired!  He was a Roman judge asking a crowd of non-Romans what he should do with a prisoner!  Really 

Pilate should have been making the decision, and he knew what that decision should be.  He was too weak to 

follow Roman law.  Notice the crowd’s (mob’s) intensity.  Gk – “instant” – insistent; urgent; unrelenting, 

pressing upon him; pressure; adamant; “cried out the more” – became louder and louder; a terrible cry; with 

loud voices; shouting; demanding; yelling as loud as they could; shouting at the top of their voices; shouted him 

down   

Pilate’s greatest fear had come true – he had a riot on his hands   The converted Jewish Rabbi, Edersheim said 

of this scene, “In vain Pilate expostulated, reasoned, appealed, (but the) popular frenzy only grew as it was 

opposed.”  p. 872  J Vernon McGee said, “No mob is prepared to reason or to use its head or use good 

judgment.” p. 230 

The Religious Leaders were using one of their fears-“an uproar among the people” Matt. 26:5- to their 

advantage – but this “uproar” was self-made and self-justified by the Religious Leaders!   
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Believer’s Application:  

Pilate knew Religious Leaders were jealous, but felt they were not crazy!  The contrast between Barabbas and 

Jesus was night and day, darkness and light, guilty and innocent, right and wrong, life-taker and life-giver!  

Pilate was working the crowd, and the Religious Leaders!  There had to be someone in the crowd who 

supported Jesus, or at least plenty in the crowd who knew Barabbas was worthy of death!  Pilate used the terms 

“Christ”/”King of the Jews” – he adds these titles to Jesus not because he believed it was true but he knew some 

among the Jews did believe it; he hoped they were in the growing crowd and would call for Jesus to be 

released!   

With this proposed compromise, Pilate seemed confident the crowd and even the Religious Leaders would 

certainly choose Jesus over Barabbas, the most notorious murder in his prison! Especially if he could sweeten 

the deal!  And everyone would go home satisfied!   

Where were Jesus’ disciples?  Where were His defenders? Where were those that believed these things?  Where 

were the followers of Jesus? 

Warren Wiersbe said it was unfair to say the same people shouted “crucify” and “hosanna”.   Jerusalem was full 

of millions of people!   

Where were the supporters of Jesus?  I’m afraid they were in the same place you and I find ourselves when we 

should be speaking of Him, defending His name, giving Him glory, giving His truth, witnessing of Him!   

1.  Some were Afraid and Hiding – There were some that just were afraid.  John 12:42-43  They feared their 

position and what might happen if they spoke out for Jesus.  Where was Joseph of Arimathea, Nicodemus, the 

disciples, the blind man that had recently been healed and the list could go on and on!   Do we allow fear and 

peer pressure to stop us from doing the right thing?   Stop us from speaking for Christ! 

 

2.   Some had Turned Against Jesus when they saw He was not going to be the earthly conqueror they wanted.  

When things were not going their way or not turning out as they expected they bailed!   I have seen too many 

Christians do the same.  They are not faithful to their calling.  They are carnal babes!  They slip into the world 

as they find the path of the Christian walk to difficult.  Discouragements, disappointments, disillusionments, all 

cause them to give up a life of faith.  They may fill the pew in a Bible preaching church but they are not faithful 

followers of Jesus!  They don’t stand for Him, they don’t live for Him, they don’t work for Him!    

 

3.  Some just Didn’t Know the Need.  Pilate had counted on some followers of Jesus to be in that crowd but 

there was none.  Perhaps they were busy with the activities of the morning.  Perhaps they hadn’t heard of Jesus’ 

arrest, or if they did they hoped for the best and moved on through their day.  No one bravely lifted their voice 

in defense.  In reality, they might have become an enemy of the Religious Leaders but an immediate friend of 

Pilate!  I’m afraid there are many untaught or just plain uncommitted believers who don’t see the importance of 

the need.  This sinful world needs faithful disciples.  The world needs us to give truth in word and live truth in 

deed!  There is a need!   

Where are you in this crowd?  Commit your life to live by faith, following closely behind Jesus!   

 


