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 Vol. 9 #2 Part 5 TEd. 

Jesus’ First Trial Before Pilate 
Matthew 27:2,11-14; Mark 1-5; Luke 23:1-7; John 18:28-38 

 

The Trials of Jesus – 
 

              Jewish Trials – The Jewish part of Jesus’ trial was over.  The Religious Leaders had broken seemly all 

the laws concerning trials.  They had Jesus declare Himself the Messiah and instead of considering it as truth, 
they called it blasphemy.  Now they seek the Romans to execute Jesus by crucifixion.    
 

             Roman Trials – Pilate would have to be convinced that Jesus was a threat to Rome.  They would need to 
change their charge from ecclesiastical treason (blasphemy against their law) to a civil charge of political 
treason (against Rome).  We will find the Roman trial legal but unjust because Jesus was not a Roman citizen so 

he had no rights. 
 

Why did the Jewish Religious Leaders involve the Romans? 
1. Looks of legality and formality of execution.  Stoning was more mob-like. 
2. Safer – the people would be more unlikely to commit an uproar. 

3. More reproach and shame to Jesus – a “cursed death” on a tree. (Deut. 21:23) 
4. Remove the spotlight from themselves as being the instigators of Jesus’ death. 

 

            The Judges of Jesus – Pilate Facts: 
1. Born in Spain; left one wife to marry a daughter of Caesar Augustas 

2. Pilate was the 6th Roman Governor of Samaria and Judea from 26-36 AD 
3. Lived and ruled from Caesarea, on the beautiful coast of the Mediterranean.  He had a Praetorium 

(residence/judgment hall) in Jerusalem.  He would come to Jerusalem for feast days to view security.    

4. His main tasks were to keep the peace, collect taxes, keep up infrastructure, and not drain revenue or 
resources.   A good Roman Governor was invisible both to those over him and under him! 

5. He was not popular or well liked by his subjects.  He had made several political and cultural blunders 
based on his distain of the Jewish laws and religious customs.  He often would violate their laws and 
provoke them.  He was not afraid to come down hard on political uprisings.  He started his rule cruel and 

hard handed.   

• When arriving at Jerusalem for the first time, he came in at night bearing the banners of Rome 
and then placing them in display on the temple mount.  This was outrageous to the Jews.  Some 
were willing to die to see them removed.  After some very tense days, he was told by his 
superiors to take them down.   

• Jerusalem needed a more dependable water system.  Pilate took money from the Temple 
Treasury to pay for the improvement.  Again, the people revolted and appealed to Pilate’s 

authorities.  He was reprimanded for his poor judgement.   

• Galilean revolts had plagued is rule. Some known zealots came to Jerusalem to sacrifice at the 
Temple.  Pilate had “undercover” soldiers kill them in the temple.  This is recorded Luke 13 

• He had recently displayed the Emperor’s shield before his palace there in Jerusalem. Again, the 
people saw this as an image and reported him to his authorities.   

      6.  By the time Christ stood before Pilate, his position as governor was under scrutiny by his superiors.               

           Roman Governors had to make their subjects happy to keep their position with Rome.  By this time,  
           Pilate was weak, decisive, quick to compromise, and fearful of both subject and superior.    
      7.  All of these issues will play into his decision with Jesus.  He will declare Jesus innocent three times (he  

           had no doubt that Jesus was innocent and hated by the Religious leaders), yet because of his weak  
           character Pilate will let a Christ die of crucifixion because it was politically safer.   

      8. Biblical references:  Luke 3:1; 13:1; Acts 3:13; 4:27; 13:28; I Tim. 6:13 
      9.  Pilate was released from Rome for cruelty to his subjects and inability to maintain order.  He died of  
           suicide. 
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The Religious Leaders were in a __hurry___, their window of opportunity was small.  They feared Rome and 
they feared the people.  They had to convince both groups of the necessity of Jesus’ death and see it done in less 

then __24 hours__ because of the upcoming Sabbath.  Otherwise, they legally had to let Christ go!   
 

The Gospel of John concentrates on the Roman trial and crucifixion, giving about 1 1/2 chapters to the details.  

By the time John wrote his account, Jerusalem was destroyed and the people scattered.  Annas and Caiaphas 
have about thirteen verses dedicated to their part of the trials, Rome was all people at that time really 

understood or knew.   
 

I. Religious Leaders and Pilate 

“When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people (“And the whole multitude of 

them...” Luke 23:1) took counsel against Jesus to put him to death:  And when they had bound him, they 

led him away, (“unto the hall of judgment (___Praetorion – the residence and headquarters of the Roman 

governor_): and it was __early___; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should 

be __defiled___; but that they might eat the passover (___Passover Feast (First Day of Paschal) – a general 
celebration; the Paschal lamb was eaten the night before___).” John 18:28) and delivered him to Pontius 

Pilate the governor.” Matt. 27:1-2 

“whole multitude of them” – This is speaking of the Sanhedrin and all the Religious Leaders that sought Jesus’ 
life.  We know that at least one, Joseph of Arimathea did not agree with their decision. (Luke 23:50-52)  It 

seems a large group of them took Jesus to Pilate that early Friday morning.   
 
 

 
“and it was early” –  Roman court was held early in the morning, 6-10/11 am.  This is pretty ambiguous but the 
Religious Leaders wanted to get the death of Christ done before the evening feast at 6 pm.  This also would 

keep a crowd from gathering.    
 

 
 

“they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled;” – “They kept up the ceremonial 

requirements of their religion while harboring murder and treachery in their hearts.” LAB p. 1848   It would be 
“tragic” to be ceremonially defiled during the 7 days of the festival.  They would be forced to miss parts of their 

tradition.  This defilement was of Jewish oral law and not a written commandment of God.  John continues to 
mention the ironic choices of the Religious Leaders during the proceedings against Jesus.  J Vernon McGee 
said, “These men were meticulously religious, are you merely religious or are you joined to the Lord Jesus 

Christ?” p. 487 
 
 

 
“delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor.” – It was convenient to the Religious Leaders that Pilate was so 

available.  A hated Roman governor would be the best person to blame before the people.   
 
 

 “Pilate then went __out__ unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man?  They 

answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor (__criminal__), we would not have delivered him 

up unto thee.  Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to __your__ law. The 

Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to __death__: (John’s 
commentary) That the saying of __Jesus___ might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying __what__death 

he should die.”  John 18:29-32 
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“Pilate then went out unto them,” –  When you carefully read the accounts, it seems that Jesus was inside the 
judgment hall and Pilate had to go back and forth between Jesus the Religious Leaders outside.  But this also 

did allow Christ and Pilate to speak freely.  

 

“What accusation bring ye against this man?” – This was the normal opening statement of the Roman trial.  In 
reality, the Religious Leaders should have had a formal indictment prepared for Pilate.  But their answer reveals 

their hope of an easy and quick agreement to their request of death without having to fabricate something other 
then their conviction of blasphemy.  They would have desired Pilate to grant a warrant of death by crucifixion 

without his own examination.   

 

“If he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee.” – This is not an answer to Pilate’s 
question.  Notice the how this dialog drips with distain and disrespect, this was not very diplomatic, it didn’t 
take long and Pilate was suspicious to the fact that the Religious Leaders were hiding something.   

 

“judge him according to your law.” – Pilate had every right to decline taking their case; if the accusations 
against Jesus had no bearing on Rome or Roman government, Pilate would not have been interested to become 
involved.  At this point, it would not have been clear if the Religious Leaders had judged Christ at all.  We see a 

case between Rome and Religious Leadership again in Acts 18:12-16. 

 

“It is not lawful for us to put any man to death:” – The Religious Leaders needed a Death Warrant from Pilate.  
He was not willing to oblige them so easily and do their dirty work.  He could see their hate of Jesus and 

suspected it to be based on their religious traditions and laws.  He knew that was their pattern!   

 

“signifying what death he should die.” – “what death” means the method of death   Jesus had repeatedly told the 
disciples that He would be crucified.  Matt. 20:19; 26:2; John 3:14; 8:28; 12:32-33   This was the Roman 

method of execution for criminals who were non-citizens.  Jews stoned.  The Jews hated crucifixion; their law 
spoke against it!  That maybe another reason they sought it for their hated enemy Jesus.   

God had determined that the Son would be crucified. (Deut. 21:22-23; Gal. 3:13)  Jesus, God’s Son, had to hang 
on a tree and bear the curse of the law becoming a curse for us!   

 

“And they began to _accuse__ him (Jesus), saying, We found this fellow perverting (__plotting sedition__) 

the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King.” Luke 23:2 

 The Three accusations: 

1.  Perverting the nation – plotting a political rebellion   In reality a dissenter of Rome was a hero in the eyes of 
the Jewish nation.  But the Religious Leaders were using this excuse to work for their good.  But this was not 

true; this was not Jesus’ Gospel; there would be no evidence of this.  
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2.  Oppose the paying of taxes to Caesar – Just days before Jesus had been asked this question by the          
Religious Leaders and He had embarrassed them with His wise answer and rebuke of their hypocritical life.  

Luke 20:25 

3.  Claim to be the Jewish Messiah and King – “Christ a King.” - Again, the Religious Leaders took the 
meaning of “Messiah” and made it work for their cause----King!  This would become the principle issue to 

Pilate.  During Christ’s ministry, He would not allow the people to take Him and make Him a King.  The 
Religious Leaders will continue to use this type of accusation against the early Christians in Acts.  (Acts 17:7; 
24:5) 

 

II.  Pilate and Jesus   Jesus had been taken into the judgment hall while the Religious Leaders remained 
outside.  After speaking with the Religious Leaders, Pilate will return inside to the hall and call Jesus to himself.  

Alone Jesus speaks freely with Pilate---a one on one with Christ!   

“Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, (“And Jesus stood before the 

governor:” Matt. 27:11) and said unto him, Art _thou__ the King of the Jews?   Jesus answered him, 

Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me?  Pilate answered, Am I a __Jew__? Thine 

own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done?”  John 18:33-35 

“Art thou the King of the Jews? – Gk – “thou” – very strong, respectful but surprised    This statement is 
recorded in all four Gospels.  The only charge Pilate would seriously consider was Jesus’ claim to be a King.  If 

this was true about Jesus he would be guilty of rebellion against Rome.  Pilate’s concern was political, so he 
will ask Jesus plainly this question.  He found it very unlikely that this plain, ordinary man could be considered 

a King.  He would desire to know from where Jesus derived His authority and for what purpose!   

 

“Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me?” – Jesus was not being difficult or 
disrespectful, but seeking to help Pilate with his question.  Jesus is setting up the focus on truth, something 
Pilate should desire!   “Do you say this on your own accord seeking truth, or are you just saying it because that 

is what you heard?”   

 

“Am I a Jew?” – This statement is full of distain.  He had no personal interest in Jesus or the Jews!   

 

“what hast thou done?” – He knew something was up with the Religious Leaders, they were “helping” Rome 
weed out a “rebel king”.  In reality, the Jews held up the political rebels as heroes.  The Religious Leaders had 

another motive in bringing Jesus to Pilate and he knew it!  “Thine own nation” – As John said in John 1:11, “He 
came unto his own, and his own received him not.” 

 

“Jesus answered, My ___kingdom___ is not of this world: if my ___kingdom___ were of this world, then 

would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my ___kingdom___ not 

from hence.   Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am 

a king. To this end was I ___born___, and for this cause ___came___ I into the world, that I should bear 

witness unto the ___truth___. Every one that is of the __truth___ heareth my voice.  Pilate saith unto him, 

What is ___truth___? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews,” John 18:36-38 
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“My kingdom is not of this world:” – Gk – reign is out of the world system; authority of the world; Jesus plainly 
tells Pilate that His kingdom is not connected to earthly political and national alliances.  It was no threat to any 

political identity   1.  Not of this world   2. Proof - not of this world – my servants have not fought for me 
(worldly governments fight to protect their interests) 3. Repeats - kingdom is not from here 

Someday the spiritual kingdom and the political kingdom with merge with Christ the King!  Rev. 11:15 

Discussion of verses 37-38 is found in the Believer’s Application with Homework #7 

III. Pilate and Religious Leaders 

“and saith unto them, I find in him no __fault__ at all.”  John 18:38   “And the chief priests (“and elders” 

Matt. 27:12) accused him of __many__ things: but he answered __nothing__.” Mark 15:3 

This is the first of three times that Pilate will say that he found no fault in Jesus.  His first interview with Jesus 
alone in the judgment hall had convinced him that Jesus was no more then a religious or visionary philosopher 

and no danger to Rome.  Jesus was not a threat of riot, take over, or rebellion.  So in Pilate’s judgment, He was 
faultless!  Jesus was clearly not guilty of a crime!   

At this time, Pilate should have stood up to the Religious Leaders on this request of crucifixion for Jesus, let 

Jesus go, and walked away from the Religious Leaders.  They would have had nothing of truth to “tattle” about 
to Pilate’s superiors.     

It was at this point the Religious Leaders’ plan seemed to be unraveling, they could  be turned away at any point, 
accused Jesus of many things but Jesus said nothing.  Remember, Jesus was giving himself as a willing sacrifice 

for many!  “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a 
ransom for many.”  Matt. 20:28 

IV. Pilate and Jesus 

“Then said Pilate unto him, (“Answerest thou nothing?” Mark 15:4) Hearest thou not how __many___ 

things they witness (testify) against thee?  And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the 

governor __marvelled___ greatly.”  Matt. 27:13-14 

“Answerest thou nothing?” – It was obvious to Pilate the Religious Leaders hated Jesus---he knew what that 

looked like!---They wanted Pilate to dispose of Him.  Yet, Jesus would not defend Himself against all the 
accusations of these crooked men.  This was a continuation of the fulfillment of prophecy – Is. 42:1-2; 53:7.   

 

“governor marveled greatly.” – Pilate did not see this silence as admitted guilt, but it did cause him great 
wonder.  How could he secure the evidence needed to make a convincing judgment.  He was sure Jesus was 

innocent, but Jesus was not making it easy!  Pilate had a dilemma on his hands!   

 

V. Pilate and the Religious Leaders and People 

“Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in this man.   And they were the 

more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to 

this place.   When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean.  And as soon as he 
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knew that he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at 

Jerusalem at that time.” Luke 23:4-7 

“to the chief priests and to the people,” – According to the Greek, the crowd had grown over the time this trial 

had been taking place.  This is the first mention of “people”.   

“more fierce,” – Gk – urgent, insistent, emphatic, insisting, persisted, earnest, forceful, more strongly insisted, 
pressed their charge, desperate, more angry, yelled and demanded, growing more intense, all the more desperate  

Wow, that’s quite the description of chaos.  This is exactly the kind of public riot Pilate would be trying to 
squash during the Passover in Jerusalem and here it is happening in his courtyard!   BUT the Religious Leaders 

knew this and was using Pilate’s greatest fear against him.   

 

“He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place.” – Luke will 
give us details on the trumped up accusations the Religious Leaders passed to Pilate.  “misleading the people” – 
had the idea of stirring them against Rome; Galilee was a “hot bed” of revolt, rebellion, zealots and turbulence 

against Rome.   

“he asked whether the man were a Galilaean.”/”belonged unto Herod’s jurisdiction,” – The mention of Galilee 
gave Pilate an opportunity to move this problem to Herod.  He would have expected not to deal with Jesus 

again.   This is the Herod who killed John the Baptist.  Psalm 2:2 

 

Believer’s Application:  This is discussed at the end of II. Pilate and Jesus  

Gospel from Jesus’ Lips to Pilate’s Ears   Don’t miss this; Jesus will give Pilate a clear, gracious, presentation 
of the facts to this case – a Gospel Presentation!  These are the facts that not only Pilate but all people need to 

know!    

1. “To this end was I born,” – Jesus was born to give truth!  He needed to stand before Pilate at that 
moment to be condemned by him to death! Jesus is telling Pilate, I came to die –that is the Gospel---that 
is truth!  Jesus’ purpose is coming to earth was to die for the sins of the world!  Jesus spoke these verses:  

Matt. 9:13 “...For I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Matt. 20:28 “Even as 
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”           

John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”  Paul taught 
the same; I Tim. 1:16 “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”  Eph. 1:7 “In whom we have redemption through 

his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;”  I Cor. 15:3 “For I delivered unto 
you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;” 

2.   “for this cause came I into the world,” – Jesus left heaven voluntarily and “came” to earth for the sole   

purpose to give us truth!  Jesus was in heaven with His Father for all eternity pass; created the world; and 
submitted to the plan of His Father to redeem sinful men.  John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made 

by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.”  Col. 1:16-22   “For by him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 

principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:  And he is before all things, and by him all 
things consist.  And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence.  For it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell; 
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And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I 
say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.  And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in 

your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled   In the body of his flesh through death, to present you 
holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:”  

Pilate asked, “What is truth?”  and unfortunately he walked away.  He obviously wasn’t really looking for or 

expecting Jesus to have the answer to his burning question.  Yet, Jesus could have told him as he did the Jews in        
John 8:38, 40, 47 – truth is His Father’s Words!  God’s Plan!   Jesus was born; He came to testify of the truth of 
God!  To Testify of God Himself!  Yet, Pilate walked away.  Pilate was not a hearer of truth for Jesus said, 

“Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.”   

Jesus’ kingdom was one of the heart and truth---“spirit and truth”—inner convictions and commitments not 
territory, laws and order.  This is the same teaching Jesus had given the Samaritan woman in John 4:21-24.  But 

unlike Pilate the woman continued to ask and probe Christ for more truth concerning the Messiah.  He will 
plainly reveal to her, “I that speak unto thee am he.”  (v. 26) That woman was a hearer of the Word!  Pilate was 

not!   

Don’t turn your ear from the truth.  Seek truth!   

 


