
 1 

Vol. 9 #2 Part 6 

Jesus’ Trial Before Herod 
Luke 23:6-12 

 

The Trials of Jesus – 
 

              Jewish Trials – The Jewish part of Jesus’ trial was over.  The Religious Leaders had broken seemly all 

the laws concerning trials.  They had Jesus declare Himself the Messiah and instead of considering it as truth, 

they called it blasphemy.  Now they seek the Romans to execute Jesus by crucifixion.    

 

 

             Roman Trials – The Religious Leaders knew the trial of Jesus with Pilate had not gone well.  Time was 

ticking but they still had a couple issues they could still bring up against Herod or Pilate if they had too.  Jesus’ 

trial was becoming a strategic game of politics, fear, power, and stubborn will. 

 

 

            The Judges of Jesus – Herod Antipas 

1. Nominal Jew – under religious obligation to attend the Passover 

2. Title was tetrarach – Herod the Tetrarch – “ruler of a quarter” – Galilee and Perea 

3. Son of Herod the Great – Herod at the birth of Christ 

4. His ruthless ambition was public knowledge 

5. Herod was an avid builder – Tiberias on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee 

6. Background on the relationship of Herod and John the Baptist - Matt.14:1-12; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 9:7-9       

➢ Herod had taken his brother’s wife, Herodias.  John the Baptist made this a public issue and 

Herod imprisoned him to satisfy Herodias’ anger.   

➢ John spoke truth to him and debated concerning things of God and righteousness, something 

very few would dare.  (Luke 3:1-2, 7-14, 19-20 – example of John’s preaching) 

➢ Herod had enjoyed these sessions; some say that he enjoyed having his own private prophet 

locked up in his dungeon.   

➢ After submitting to his own ruthless gift of the head of John the Baptist, he seemed very 

superstitious and guilty for killing him. 

      7.  Herod had once threaten to kill Jesus – Luke 13:31-33 

➢ The Pharisees, no friend to Herod, may have warned Christ hoping either to silence Jesus or 

cause Him to return back to Jerusalem and the jurisdiction of the Sanhedrin.   

➢ “that fox” – Rabbinical writings often used “the fox” to signify someone who was crafty and 

worthless.   

➢ “today and tomorrow, and the third day” – Jesus was using a Jewish expression.  It was not three 

literal days but a signifying that He was on His own divine timetable.       

➢ “Herod was threatening to kill Him, but no one could kill Christ before His time.”  JMcA p. 300 

John 10:17-18 

      8.  Herod had rejected the message of John, the forerunner of Jesus, and Jesus! 

 

 

The Religious Leaders were in a ___hurry___, their window of opportunity was small.  They feared Rome and 

they feared the people.  They had to convenience both groups of the necessity of Jesus’ death and see it done in 

less then __24 hours__ because of the upcoming Sabbath. Otherwise, they legally had to let Christ go!   
 

 

I.  Jesus to Herod 
 

“When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean.   And as soon as he knew that 

he belonged unto Herod's __jurisdiction___, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at 
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that time.  And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding __glad__: for he was desirous to see him of a 

long season, because he had __heard__ many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some __miracle__ 

done by him.”  Luke 23:6-8 
 

“he belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction,” – Pilate had no jurisdiction in Galilee.  He was getting no where with 

Jesus and the Religious Leaders and this was a welcome opportunity to rid himself of the uncomfortable 

situation.  Pilate “sent him” to Herod, in reality the Religious Leaders went along for we will see them continue 

their line of accusations.   

 

 

“he was exceeding glad” – Over a year ago, the fame of Jesus had reached Herod.  Some referred to Jesus as 

John the Baptist risen from the dead.  This particularly caught the ear and conscience of Herod.  (Luke 9:9)   

 

The main focus of Herod was not continuing debate on God’s righteousness and repentance; it was not finding 

more on the coming kingdom of God.  His focus was solely on the sensational and miracles.  He wanted to be 

“wowed” by tricks and powers, not by the Word of Truth!   He had rejected that already!   

 

 

II. Jesus with Herod 
 

“Then he questioned with him in __many__ words; but he answered him __nothing__.  And the chief 

priests and scribes stood and __vehemently___ accused him.”  Luke 23:9-10   
 

Picture the Scene – 
                 

➢ Herod – “many words” indicate that Herod spent time and energy trying to engage Jesus into debate 

and conversation.   

 

 

➢ Religious Leaders – “vehemently accused” – Gk – forceful, passionate, with an intense manner, with 

great feeling, loudly, boldly, disrespectfully   The Religious Leaders again poured out their hatred of 

Jesus this time before Herod.   

 

 

➢ Jesus – Jesus stood silent.  No words of debate, no words of truth, no signs or wonders, no reaction at 

all!  This is the only interrogation that Jesus did not speak.  This would have been insulting to the many 

words of Herod.  Jesus denied him both in word and deed!   

 

 

III. Results of this Trial 
 

“And Herod with his men of war (__security guards__) set him at nought (__treated him with disrespect and 

contempt___), and mocked him, and arrayed him in a __gorgeous___ robe, and sent him __again___ to 

Pilate.   And the __same__ day Pilate and Herod were made __friends__ together: for before they were at 

enmity between themselves.” Luke 23:11-12 
 

1. Physical & Verbal Abuse of Christ – Again, the power of darkness was poured out on Jesus in the form 

of physical and verbal abuse.   

 

                “gorgeous robe” – Jesus will have two robes put on Him during the trials.  This first one at 

Herod’s was probably an elegant, discarded royal king’s robe.  The Greek favors the idea that it was white, 

the royal color of the Jews (Matt. 6:28-29) The later robe put on by Pilate’s soldiers was the Roman military 

color purple.    
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2. Herod Gave No Formal Verdict – Herod heard all the accusations but he would not condemn Christ.  He 

gave not formal verdict.  Both Herod and Pilate agreed that Jesus was not a threat but was worthy of 

mocking!  Luke 23:14-15 
 

 

3. Herod Returned Christ to Pilate – Pilate was not rid of Jesus.  The trial before Herod rendered nothing in 

gaining any kind of verdict.  The text seems to indicate Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate perhaps even in 

the “gorgeous robe”.   
 

 

4. Herod and Pilate Became Friends – There must have been some former dispute between them.  Herod 

might have thought Pilate sending Jesus to him was a joke about another King of the Jews and played 

along.  Herod seemed to make a joke of it all and sent Jesus back dressed as a king for Pilate’s 

amusement.  In reality, Jesus brought Herod and Pilate together.   

 

The names of both Pilate and Herod are found together in Acts 4:26-27 as being against Christ.  Not being for 

Christ is being against Him! 

 

 

Believer’s Application: 
 

1.  Remember: 
 

➢ Jesus could have debated Himself out of any of these trials.  He had done it many times throughout 

His ministry.   He is God, and His wisdom is greater then any man.  His ability to debate the 

Religious Leaders always amazed those that listened!  In a debate, Jesus always won!   
 

➢ Jesus could have called 12 legions of angels at any time!   
 

➢ Jesus could have walked out by a miracle as He had done several times when the Religious Leaders 

wanted take Him.   
 

BUT ....Matthew 26:54 had to be fulfilled! 

 
 

2.  Herod’s history with John the Baptist and with his threat to kill Christ, Herod showed his lack of  desire for 

truth and righteousness.  He had rejected the message of John, the forerunner of Jesus, and Jesus!  Though he 

had heard John the Baptist he did not accept John’s message of repentance, this was proved when Herod did not 

stand up for him before his peers that night at the birthday banquet.  Herod’s heart for power, position, and his 

standing before his peers won out any desire for truth and righteousness.   Now as Jesus stands before Herod, 

Christ will deny Herod both word and deed!  Herod’s heart was not good.  In reality, Herod could have gone to 

see Jesus anytime within the last year.  He could have left his palace and sought Christ out!  Herod’s motives 

were not truth, his heart was not pure!  His unbelief had silenced the voice of God that stood before Him!   
 

The Life Application Bible, in their biography of Herod, speaks of him this way, “For each person, God chooses 

the best possible ways to reveal himself. He uses his Word, circumstances, our minds, or other people to get our 

attention. He is persuasive and persistent, but never forces himself on us. To miss or resist God’s message, as 

did Herod, is tragedy. How aware are you of God’s attempts to enter your life? Have you welcomed him?”       

p.1659 
 

What has been your response toward the truths of God?  Have you been quick to accept, believe, and commit 

yourself to Him?  Or are you resisting His message as Herod did?  Are you a faithful follower of Christ? 


