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Vol. 9 #2 Part 8 

Jesus’ Second Trial Before Pilate – Part 2  
Matthew 27:24-30; Mark 15:15-19; Luke 23:24-25; John 19:1-16 

 

The Trials of Jesus – 

 

              Jewish Trials – The Jewish part of Jesus’ trial was over.  The Religious Leaders had broken seemly all 
the laws concerning trials.  They had Jesus declare Himself the Messiah and instead of considering it as truth, 

they called it blasphemy.  Now they seek the Romans to execute Jesus by crucifixion.    
 

 

             Roman Trials – The Religious Leaders knew the trial of Jesus with Pilate had not gone well.  Time was 
ticking but they still had a couple issues they could still bring up against Herod or Pilate if they had too.  Jesus’ 

trial was becoming a strategic game of politics, fear, power, and stubborn will. 
 

 

            The Judges of Jesus –  
 

                          Religious Leaders – The satanic power was evident in the obsessing hatred and illogical thinking 
of the Religious Leaders.  They were so set in their desire to destroy Jesus; it had to have been the Devil driven!   

 

 
                          Pilate – By the time Christ stood before Pilate, his position as governor was under scrutiny by 

his superiors. Roman Governors had to make their subjects happy to keep their position with Rome.  By this 
time, Pilate was weak, indecisive, quick to compromise, and fearful of both subject and superior.  All of these 

issues will play into his decision with Jesus.  He will declare Jesus innocent five times (Pilate had no doubt that 

Jesus was innocent and hated by the Religious leaders), yet because of his weak character Pilate will let a Christ 
die of crucifixion because it was politically safer.   

 
 

The Religious Leaders were in a ___hurry___, their window of opportunity was small.  They feared Rome and 

they feared the people.  They had to convenience both groups of the necessity of Jesus’ death and see it done in 
less then __24 hours___ because of the upcoming Sabbath.  Otherwise, they legally had to let Christ go!   

  
 

I.   Pilate Gives in to the Riotous Mob 

“When Pilate saw that he could prevail (__accomplish/was going no where___) nothing, but that rather a 

tumult (__riot was rising__) was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, 

I am innocent of the blood of this __just__ person: see ye to it.  Then answered all the people, and said, 

His blood be on us, and on our children.”  Matthew 27:24-25 

“I am innocent of the blood of this just person:” – “If it be done, bear witness that it is none of my doing.” This 
is unique to Matthew.  He seems to highlight the Religious Leaders heavy involvement in the judgment of 

Jesus.  Pilate’s conscience saw himself as a murder if he gave up Jesus to the Religious Leaders!  He is using 
the same word, “just” meaning innocent/righteous that his wife used in the message just sent to him.  Here is 

Pilate’s solution for a guilty conscience but it didn’t work!  Washing your hands of a bad situation, poor 

decision, etc., doesn’t really remove guilty or responsibility.  What nonsense!  It will give you clean hands, but 

the stain of responsibility will always stay!   Pilate will sin against his own conscience! 
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“see ye to it” – This is almost the same words the Religious Leaders said to Judas when he came to them just 
hours before as recorded in Matt. 27:4. “You do it! It is on you!”  Pilate is shifting the blame of Jesus’ death to 

the people and Religious Leaders. 

 

 

“His blood be on us, and on our children.” – A spontaneous outcry from the frenzied crowd came back!  They 
took the responsibility that Pilate said he would not take.  In their mind they felt their Jewish law gave them the 

right to kill Jesus because of His claim to be the Son of God.  Let’s not forget though, Jesus really was their 
Messiah.  Every word and deed, every parable and miracle, showed that He was the Messiah the prophets had 

foretold!    Many over the years like to hook this statement, “His blood be on us, and on our children.”, to the 

destruction of Jerusalem some 40 years later.  And it is true that many of these Religious Leaders, their families, 
along with the Jewish nation will suffer the wrath of God as their land is removed from them.  Jesus Himself 

had prophesied this in Matt. 23:33-36.  But let’s not forget, in reality, Jesus’ blood is on all of us!  He died for 
the sins of all the world.  But we do see here the very vivid truth of John 1:11, “He came unto his own, and his 

own received him not.”  Also, Luke 19:11-14.   The early apostles will remind the Religious Leaders of this fact 

in their messages in the Book of Acts, and the Religious Leaders didn’t like it.  (2:22-23, 36; 3:14-15; 4:10-12; 

5:28-33; 7:51-54)  

 

 

“And so Pilate, willing to __content__ the people, (gave sentence that it should be as they required.” Luke 

23:24) (“Then” Matthew 27:26) released __Barabbas__ unto them, (him that for sedition and murder was 

cast into prison, whom __they__ had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will.” Luke 23:25)” Mark 

15:15  

“willing to content the people,” – Gk – “wishing to satisfy at any cost” Pilate’s driving force became getting the 

crowd under control!  As almost all politicians, Pilate wanted to gratify the crowd.  He could not risk another 

bad report.  This job in Palestine was already one of the lowliest in the Roman Empire, he could not step to 
better things if he kept getting reported.  He was willing to make decisions based on his audience!  Prov. 29:25 

“The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.”   

Do you see the winner in all of this?  Barabbas   He was scheduled to die a wretched death but instead walked 

out of prison a free man; given a second chance.  Wonder what he did with it?  Did he go straight back to a life 

of crime?  Did he ever really appreciate the work of God in his life?  I hope so! 

 

 

“gave sentence” – GK – “assent/allowed”  We see here a classic example of mob intimidation to weak 

leadership.  Pilate’s lack of integrity!  He was willing to save himself from Rome’s displeasure.  Prov. 17:15 

“He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the Lord.”    

“Pilate was a complex character.  He openly said that Jesus was innocent, yet he permitted Him to be beaten and 

condemned Him to die.  He carefully questioned Jesus and even trembled at His answers, but the truth of the 
Word did not make a difference in his decisions.  He wanted to be popular and not right; he was more 

concerned about reputation than he was character.  If Herod had silenced the voice of God, then Pilate 

smothered the voice of God.  He had his opportunity and wasted it.”  Warren Wiersbe p. 220 

“Pilate finally had to make a decision, just as every man today has to make a decision relative to Jesus Christ.  

What have you decided about Him?”  J Vernon McGee   p. 353 
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II.  Pilate Gives Jesus to the Soldiers for Torture  

“Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.” John 19:1 “And when he had scourged Jesus, he 

___delivered___ him to be crucified.  Then the soldiers of the governor __took__ Jesus into the common 

hall (“called Praetorium;” Mark 15:16), and __gathered__ (“they all together” Mark 15:16) unto him the 

__whole__ band of soldiers.” Matthew 27:26-27 

“Pilate…scourged him” – This is our Savior’s 3rd beating – Religious Leaders; Herod; and now Pilate         
Three of the Gospels tell of this scourging.  The details of a scourging are well documented.  A whip with many 

tails usually with sharp objects weaved into it was used as a victim was stretched around a pole or bent over.  
The flesh was not only bruised but tore open.  Scourging was the first step of crucifixion.  The Jewish law stated 

that only 39 stripes were allowed, the Romans were not under such a restraint.  But the Romans were proud of 

their desire for justice.  So the number of strips were often adjusted according to the severity of the crime.  
Though sure of Jesus’ innocence, Pilate will allow this great barbaric injustice to take place.  We will see that he 

might have hoped that this beating would appease the Jewish crowd enough to let Jesus go.   

‘delivered him to be crucified.” – officially turned Jesus over to his soldiers for torture followed by execution 

Ps. 22:13; 129:3; Is. 50:6; 52:14; 53:5 - Prophesy fulfilled 

Matt. 20:17-19 – Jesus also prophesied a scourging 

 

 

“gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers” – Gk- “cohort/company” – up to 600 men under the command 

of Pilate, probably not that many are found here!  But Matthew and Mark tell us plainly that the “whole band” 
were gathered. There were extra soldiers in Jerusalem for Passover and the nature of cruel, bored, rough, 

hardened, hateful soldiers is to be a part of torture.  This is where they would let their frustrations against the 

Jews be on display!   They certainly would be up for a “good beating and crucifixion” that morning!  Life was 
cheap, criminals were not given any dignities, and certainly not those on their way to crucifixion.  Pain, 

mutilation, beatings were common.  Over the ages and within cultures without God, this is common! 

They came together in the courtyard of the Praetorium.  Again, this is the judgement hall/residence of Pilate 

while in Jerusalem.    

 

 

“And when they had __platted__ (twisted) a crown of thorns, they put it upon (“about” Mark 15:17) his 

head, and a reed (__staff__) in his right hand: (“And they stripped him,” Matthew 27:28)  (“and they put 

on him a purple (“scarlet” Matthew 27:28) robe,” John 19:2) and they bowed the knee before him, and 

mocked him, (“salute him,” Mark 15:18) saying, Hail, __King__ of the Jews!” Matthew 27:29 “And they 

__smote__ him on the head with a reed (“with their hands.” John 19:3), and did __spit__ upon him, and 

bowing their knees worshipped him.” Mark 15:19 

Abuse by the Soldiers –Though under the command of Pilate, it seems he turned Jesus over to the soldiers and 

they had free reign with Christ.  The soldiers will highlight in their abuse of Christ the accusation of the 
Religious Leaders that Jesus claimed to be the King of the Jews.  All their torture will center on this.  They 

will treat Jesus as Rome would treat any captured king, with humiliation and death!  The soldiers will begin 

with humiliation and disrespect and end with physical abuse.   

“crown of thorns” – this wreath/garland was made from the long 12 inch spikes of the date palm formed into an 

imitation crown kings at that time would wear.  It would have cut into his head causing bleeding and pain.  The 

crown of thorns is found in 3 Gospels. 
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“purple/scarlet robe” - this would have been a military cloak worn by officers; these two colors are used 
synonymously; some authors even referred to a purple cloak which had faded looking reddish.  The robe is 

found in 3 Gospels. 

 

 

“bowed the knee before him, and mocked him,”/”worshipped him” – Now that they had their prisoner 

ridiculously dressed as a king they mocked and pretended to salute him saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”          

Three Gospels record this travesty!   

 

 

Then began the beatings and abuse!   The Gk tense indicates that the brutal and cruel actions continued on and 

on!  This is certainly a terrible picture of the human heart! 

“smote him” – they kept on beat Jesus on the head with a staff/rod and their hands.  This would have caused 

more pain and injury because of the thorns.  Micah 5:1  This beating is recorded in 3 gospels. 

 

“spit upon him” – they kept on spitting on Jesus again and again. He must endure the grossest of insults.  

Spitting is found in 2 gospels. 

 

Jesus endured the pain and He despised the shame for us! 

 “Jesus submission was not a sign of weakness; it was a sign of strength.”  Warren Wiersbe p. 82 

“All this misery and shame He underwent, that He might purchase for us everlasting life, joy and glory.”  

Matthew Henry p. 1513 

 

 

III.  Pilate’s Attempt to Liberate Jesus  

The rest of Jesus’ trial before Pilate is found only in the book of John. 

➢ Pilate’s Challenge – 2nd Compromise?? 

“Pilate therefore went forth __again___, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye 

may know that I find no fault in him.  __Then__ came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the 

purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, ___Behold___ the man!” John 19:4-5 

Pilate will dramatically present Jesus to the crowd.  He will put Christ on display in shame and humiliation, 

making a spectacle of our Savior before the blood thirsty mob.   But he seemed to have a plan; a compromise 2!  
Perhaps he hoped that his actions to this point had appeased the people.  Perhaps he hoped they would feel 

justice had been served; an innocent man had suffered enough; perhaps he hoped they felt he had been pushed  

as far as they could.  Perhaps he hoped that he would be able to let this “just man” live.   

 

“I find no fault in him.” – Again, Pilate declares the innocence of Jesus!  He knew Jesus was just and righteous 

man, not worthy of death! 
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“Behold he Man!” – In the Greek, the words are full of the emotion of mockery and sarcasm!   Jesus would 
have been in terrible shape.  Perhaps beyond the place of no return from His injuries alone.   Please understand 

Pilate was not mocking Jesus; he was mocking the Religious Leaders. 

John McArthur says, in his book on the life of Christ, “Jesus would have been swollen, bruised, and bleeding.  

By displaying Jesus as a beaten and pathetic figure, Pilate hoped to gain the people’s choice of Jesus for release.  

Pilate’s phrase is filled with sarcasm, since he was attempting to impress upon the Jewish authorities that Jesus 

was not the dangerous man that they had made Him out to be.”  p. 453 

The late-preacher and theologian Dr Harry Ironside says, “One would have thought the sight of that patient, 
suffering One standing there with the thorny crown pressed on His brow and the purple robe on Him and with a 

reed in His hand and blood pouring down His face would have been enough to soften the hardest heart and 

break down the strongest opposition.  But there is that in the heart of the natural man which leads him to hate 

that which is holy, to hate perfect righteousness.”   JRR p. 364 

We too must take a moment now and again----Lord’s Table, Good Friday----and “Behold the Man”! 

I Cor. 11:23-28 – Lord’s Supper is a time to reflect! 

 

➢ Crowd’s Reaction    Instead of being satisfied the Religionist were even more exasperated!   

“When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. 

Pilate saith unto them, __Take__ ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault (Gk – legal term based on the 
complaint) in him.  The Jews answered him, __We__ have a law, and by __our___ law he ought to die, 

because he made himself (Gk - pretended to be) the Son of God.  When Pilate therefore heard that saying, 

he was the __more__ afraid;” John 19:6-8 

Tactics Change:  Tactic change mid-trial! 

           Pilate – Again, Pilate will give his verdict. He is disgusted and angry at the unreasonable Jewish crowd 
for their crazed hatred and blood thirstiness toward Jesus!  Remember, Pilate had already washed his hands; he 

had already let Barabbas go!  Yet he is still trying to release Jesus! 

“Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him” – In the Gk, the pronouns are very strong---“you 

take” “you crucify” “I find” Pilate might have felt impowered by the torture he had placed on Jesus.  Perhaps he 

already felt guilty for the pain and suffering of this “just” man before him.  Whatever the reason, Pilate declares 

that he would not crucify Jesus based on His innocence.   

 

 

           Religious Leaders – In John’s account from now until Christ is given over to the soldiers and taken to 
calvary, we will only hear from the Religious Leaders.  The voice of the crowds is gone!  Oh, I am sure they are 

still there in the courtyard, but it seems the Religionist didn’t need the screaming mob anymore.  Now they 

argued and debated with Pilate!  

“We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.” – Tactic change!  

They had gotten NO WHERE with Pilate using the accusation that Jesus was setting Himself up against Rome!  
Pilate had not bought it…that accusation did not work at all with Pilate!  But between the screaming mob and 

constant pressure on Pilate they were ready to throw out the truth to why they wanted Jesus killed!  THEIR 
LAW based in Lev. 24:16. This had always been their complaint. (John 5:18; 8:58-59; 10:33, 36; Matt. 26:57-

58; Mark 14:62-64) Now they wanted to force Pilate to please them and keep them happy!  Pilate had just 

witnessed how much power they had with the masses and they had witnesses Pilate was not willing to use force 

to squelch the mob! 
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“When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid;” - To be “more” afraid, you had to be first 
“afraid”.  Pilate had been afraid of many things - riot, superiors, Religious Leaders, reprimand, wife’s strange 

dream, and perhaps even this quiet man whose “kingdom is not of this world”.  But now he is “more afraid”!  
Romans were pagan idol worshipers so therefore very superstitious.  They believed the stories and myths of the 

Greeks.  While the Jews would hear Jesus claim to be the Son of God and equate it with a claim to be the 

Messiah; Pilate would hear this and would fear Jesus could be a human son of a god!  (Acts 14:8-18) And then 
Pilate would have to consider:  To release this Man because he was innocent toward any offense of Roman law 

was one thing but to offend Jewish law was another!  Pilate had offended Jewish law before, and it served up 

bad consequences!  Here he is ‘between a rock and a hard place’! 

 

 

➢ Pilate’s Last Words with Jesus   Pilate wanted to speak to Jesus about this new accusation.  He will 

come into the judgment hall with Jesus and interview Him, God Himself, one more time!   

“And went __again__ into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? (_Where are you 

from? origin/nature__) But Jesus gave him __no__ answer.   Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not 

unto me? knowest thou not that __I__ have ___power__ (authority) to crucify thee, and have __power___ 

(authority) to release thee?  Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no __power__ (authority) at all against me, 

except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the __greater__ sin.  

And from __thenceforth__ Pilate sought to release him:” John 19:9-12 

“Whence art thou? – Suddenly, Pilate realized he was dealing with more then jealousy!  Mythology was full 
human-god creatures.  He must have asked himself, “Is this man a son of a god!?  Not only a king from another 

world but a deity!”   Truthfully!  The answer was --YES He is!   

 

  

“Jesus gave him no answer.” – Silence! Though Jesus had spoken freely in the first trial, now Pilate’s question 
meets with no answer at all!  But remember, Jesus had just spent 3+ years showing through words and deeds 

that He was the Messiah sent from heaven. (John 10:33-38) Just a few short hours before, Jesus had healed a 
severed ear, laid a troop of men flat with His very word, and don’t forget, Jesus told Pilate, “My kingdom is not 

of this world.”(John 18:36) No answer is needed; Jesus had already answered it, over and over again!  Pilate 

had shown he was not interested in spiritual truth. This silence is proof again that when people reject God and 

His Truth, God will stop trying to reach them!   

Also remember, Jesus will say nothing that would hinder the process of God’s will being done! 

 

 

“knowest thou not that I have power” – Pilate certainly didn’t like the silence of Jesus.  Suddenly, he went from 

being fearful to acting powerful and boastful!  In the Greek, the action words of Pilate are turned around, “I 

have power (authority) to release thee, and have power (authority) to crucify thee?”  

 

 

“Thou couldest have no power at all against me,” – Notice the calm, dignified way Jesus answered Pilate.  This 

is not a man trying desperately to save Himself from certain death.  It is the Son of God who is totally in control 
of the situation.  Jesus will boldly rebuke Pilate’s arrogance!  It was God who gave Pilate his authority and 

power.  God was in control of all things, even in Pilate’s career!  In reality, all earthly authority (power) 
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ultimately comes from God. (Rom. 13:1) These last words during the trial showed Jesus’ surrender to His 

Father’s will and faith in His plan!  I Peter 2:23; 4:19 

 

 

 

“he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.” – Judas; Annas; Caiaphas? John 11:47-54 The knowledge 

of scripture and of the person of Jesus in the lives of  of Judas and the Religious Leaders far outweighed the 
understanding of the pagan Roman Pilate.  Among those Jewish “great ones” were scribes, lawyers, and studied 

teachers of Rabbis! They predetermined to kill Christ; dictated the trials illegally; incited the mob; kept the 
pressure on Pilate until he would give Jesus over.  Judas the betrayer, walked with Jesus for three years, was 

part of the chosen twelve, was trusted with the purse by his peers, preached and healed.  Yet, Judas, Pilate and 

the Religious Leaders will all be counted guilty of the blood and death of Christ, but according to Jesus’ words 
here, Judas and the Religious Leaders carry a heavier load of guilt! With knowledge comes responsibility!   

Luke 12:48; John 9:41; 15:22-24; Heb. 10:26-31   

 

 

 

“Pilate sought to release him:” – Gk – “kept seeking” Pilate had a burst of determinate resolution and courage to 
release Jesus! This interview with Jesus only gave Pilate more desire to release Him.  He knew Jesus of 

Nazareth was not an ordinary man!  This dialogue will be the last words of Jesus to Pilate.  He walked away 
from the King of Kings having been told he carried sin.  He had God Himself tell him that his authority was 

given to him from on high and that he could do nothing apart from God.  Instead of throwing himself before 

Jesus in sincere worship, Pilate will try again to secure Jesus’ release and use that power justly! But as the 

pressures continued to mount, he will let Jesus, the Just one, go to Calvary!   

 

 

 

➢ Religious Leaders Cast Out Their Last Weapon 

“but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not __Caesar’s__ friend: whosoever 

maketh himself a king speaketh against __Caesar___.  When Pilate therefore __heard___ that saying, he 

brought Jesus forth, and __sat__ down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in 

the Hebrew, Gabbatha ( Gabbatha can be seen today when visiting the Holy Land.  It is one of the few 

authentic remnants of the old Jerusalem of Christ’s day. Wailing Wall would be another.).”  John 19:12 -13 

Pilate’s Deciding Factor – As Pilate actively sought to release Jesus; then came the renewed cry of the Jews!  
But this time the throw their final weapon!  The trump card they had held until now!   There was one thing 

Pilate feared more than the claims that a god-man from another world stooding before him, and that was 
Caesar’s wrath!  The Religionist yelled out about “not being Caesar’s friend” or “speaketh against Caesar” –

how ironic, the Jews were not Caesar’s friend!  Matthew Henry says of the Religious Leaders that they had a 

“pretended zeal” for the things of the Roman government!  In reality, they hated Caesar!  But Pilate feared him!  
His past failures with the Jews and the reprimands he had already received must have come pouring back to his 

mind.  The Religious Leaders were threating Pilate!  This was Pilate’s weakness!  Pentacost said, “Thus the 
Jews inferred that if Pilate did not consent to their desires, they would accuse him to treason.”  p. 475   They 

had reported him before, Pilate had no doubt they would do it again.  Pilate could not allow any more trouble 

with Rome fall on him!   Because of Pilate’s lack of just and wise leadership he had gotten himself into this 

trouble.   
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IV. “Shall I crucify your King?” 

“And it was the preparation of the Passover (__Passover Sabbath – special celebrated Sabbath__), and 

about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold __your__ King!  But they cried out, Away with 

him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify __your__ King? The chief priests 

answered, __We__ have no king but Caesar.  Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. 

And __they__ took Jesus, and led him away.”  John 19:14-16 

“about the sixth hour:” – John will pause in his narrative and give us the exact time Jesus was condemned! He 

will use the Roman reckoning of time (Mathew, Mark, & Luke will use the Jewish reckoning) – Jewish culture 
was lost to John’s readers by the time he wrote his book; the time is probably 6 am.  Still early in the morning 

on Friday, the day for preparation for the Sabbath.  This Sabbath, the Sabbath during the Passover week of 

celebration, was a special one.  (John 19:31 “a high day,”)  

  

 

“Behold your King!”/ “Shall I crucify your King?” – After the Religious Leaders threatened Pilate, he brought 

Jesus out to the courtyard again.  The statement “Behold the man” changed to “Behold your King”!  Notice the 
distain of Pilate toward the Jewish leadership.  He took this helpless prisoner, that the Jews hated so 

demonically, and turned their accusation right back at them in the form of mockery.  “Here is your king you 

want to kill!”  

 

 

“We have no king but Caesar.” – Edersheim, the converted Jewish Rabbi, remarked how this statement was a 
complete denial of God, blaspheming His Messiah, and total apostasy toward God!  For any Jew  to declare this 

statement would be worthy of death, but for the chief priests to say this, it is truly amazing!  God was to be their 

King!   Here, hours before their “high Sabbath” when they celebrate God’s great deliverance from the 
oppressive Egyptian rulers, they now speak such a statement of allegiance to Caesar and in doing so--- rejected 

their Messiah!     

 

“And they took Jesus, and led him away.” – All four gospels will repeat the fact that Pilate delivered Jesus for 

crucifixion.   

 

 

Believer’s Application: 

 What will you do with Jesus?!    

“From the human standpoint, the trial of Jesus was the greatest crime and tragedy in history.  From the divine 
viewpoint, it was the fulfillment of prophecy and the accomplishment of the will of God.  The fact that God had 

planned all of this did not absolve the participants of their responsibility.  In fact, at Pentecost, Peter put both 

ideas together in one statement (Acts 2:23).   

Both the nation and the governor were on trial, and both failed miserably. 

May we not fail!”  Warren Wiersbe     p. 305 
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When Israel asked to have a king, and God gave them Saul, the nation rejected God the Father (I Samuel 8:5-7).  
When they asked for Barabbas, they rejected God the Son.  Today, people are rejecting the pleading of God the 

Holy Spirit.  Listen and follow His call!   

“What Will you do with Jesus?” Albert Benjamin Simpson 1843-1919 

Founder of the Missionary Alliance – His core was global evangelism.  He actually had common ancestors of 

Lucy Montgomery, author of Anne of Green Gables.  He was educated as a Presbyterian and by the time he was 
30 Albert had caught the eye of some of the largest churches in both Canada and the US in his day.  He began a 

sort of tent meeting ministry in his area being burdened for the common man and was frustrated by the 

reluctance of his church to embrace this burden.   

In 1880, he took over a large church in New York City, but within two years left it to begin a gospel ministry to 

the many new immigrants and the neglected masses of his city!   He did not set out to begin a denomination but 
only a ministry to neglected people who needed the gospel.  He did compose 120 hymns.  This one was 

published in 1891 and still found in many hymnals.   

1. Jesus is standing in Pilate’s hall, 

Friendless, forsaken, betrayed by all; 

Hearken! what meaneth the sudden call? 
What will you do with Jesus? 

o Refrain: 
What will you do with Jesus? 

Neutral you cannot be; 

Someday your heart will be asking, 
“What will He do with me?” 

2. Jesus is standing on trial still, 
You can be false to Him if you will, 

You can be faithful through good or ill: 

What will you do with Jesus? 

3. Will you evade Him as Pilate tried? 

Or will you choose Him, whate’er betide? 

Vainly you struggle from Him to hide: 
What will you do with Jesus? 

4. Will you, like Peter, your Lord deny? 
Or will you scorn from His foes to fly, 

Daring for Jesus to live or die? 

What will you do with Jesus? 

5. “Jesus, I give Thee my heart today!- 

Jesus, I’ll follow Thee all the way, 
Gladly obeying Thee!” will you say: 

“This I will do with Jesus!” 

 


