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Vol. 1 #2 Lesson 2 

Characters of Christmas – Elisabeth 
Luke 1:5-7; 24-25; 36-37; 39-45; 57-63 

 

“There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of 

Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of __Aaron__, and her name was Elisabeth. And they were both 

righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord __blameless___. And 

they had no child, because that Elisabeth was __barren__, and they both were __now__ well stricken in 

years.” Luke 1:5-7 
 

I. Elisabeth’s Setting v. 5 Elisabeth was of the tribe of Levi – a direct descendant of Aaron, the first high 

priest. Every phase and part of her life was connected to the priesthood. Her father, any brothers, her uncles, and 

even her husband lived the life of a priest! This was her normalcy in conversation, in duty, in work and in 

lifestyle.  

 

 

II. Elisabeth’s Character v. 6 Elisabeth’s life as a member of a family of priests, did not make her righteous, 

her obedience to God did! She was righteous before God – followed God’s commandments, blameless – no 

persistent sin, faithful in offerings – her inward heart and her outward obedience demonstrated her love and 

faith in God. 

 

 

III. Elisabeth’s Situation v. 7 
 

➢ No __children   ___ and past the years of childbearing. v. 7 This was a disgrace and held as a social 

stigma – the Jews viewed calamity or misfortune as God’s displeasure or a gross sin hidden in one’s life. 

Later Jesus will deal with this Jewish belief system. Her later reaction to God’s blessing showed 

Elisabeth bore a deep silent sorrow. Verse 7 also highlights her age; she was past the age of bearing 

children.  All hope was gone. 

 

 

➢ God revealed to Zechariah a special son would be ___born____ to them. v. 13-17 His name was to be 

John, he would bring joy and rejoicing, great in God’s sight, filled with the Holy Spirit from his 

mother’s womb, he would bring many to God, and he would prepare the way for the Messiah.   

 

 

“And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months, saying, Thus hath the 

Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to __take__ __away___ my reproach among 

men.” Luke 1:24-25 
 

IV. Elisabeth’s Reaction v. 24-25 Elisabeth verbally gave God glory and viewed her son as a work of God – a 

miracle; and so did her family and neighbors. (v. 58) She believed God in the fact that she was not struck dumb 

like her husband!  Elisabeth secluded (“hid”) herself for five months – Why? Perhaps three reasons: 1. The 

constant curiosity and amazement of her friends, neighbors and relatives forced her to hide. 2. Humbled because 

of God’s blessing to her. 3. Retreated in devotion and gladness toward God.   

 

 

“And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath __also__ conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth 

month with her, who was called barren.  For with God _nothing_ shall be impossible.” Luke 1:36-37 
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V. Elisabeth’s Reality v. 36-37 Here we see a glimpse into Gabriel’s message to Mary.  Part of the “proof” that 

Mary would have the Son of the Holy Spirit, was the fact that Elisabeth had “also conceived a son in her old 

age’!  Now Mary had not heard of Elisabeth’s child; the angel used Elisabeth’s miracle as a sign of what God 

can do!  “For with God nothing shall be impossible.” 

 

  

“And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with __haste__, into a city of Juda; And 

entered into the house of Zacharias, and __saluted__ Elisabeth. And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth 

__heard___ the salutation of Mary, the babe __leaped__ in her womb; and Elisabeth was __filled__ with 

the Holy Ghost:  And she spake out with a __loud___ voice, and said, Blessed art __thou__ among women, 

and blessed is the __fruit__ of thy womb. And whence is this to me, that the mother of __my__ Lord 

should come to me?  For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped 

in my womb for __joy__.  And blessed is she that __believed__: for there __shall__ be a performance of 

those things which were told her from the Lord.” Luke 1:39-45 
 

VI. Elisabeth’s Visit v. 39-45 
 

We are told that Mary went to Elisabeth with “haste” after hearing from the angel.  This was a 97-mile trip that 

would take about 4-5 days!  Most believe that Elisabeth wasn’t necessarily a “cousin” to Mary; the Greek word 

is far more general; a better translation would be “relative”.  With the age difference between the two, I would 

surmise Elisabeth was an aunt or even a great-aunt to Mary.  However they were related, Mary was comfortable 

coming unannounced and staying for three months!  We will see both had the same heart of obedience, love, 

and trust toward God! 
   

➢ “the babe leaped in her __womb__;” v. 41 This happened at the sound of Mary’s voice as she greeted 

Elisabeth at the gate or door.  Mary had told Elisabeth nothing at this point! John became filled with the 

Holy Spirit. v. 15 This movement was a supernatural, miraculous response to Jesus’ presence. It was not 

a common baby movement, the word “leap” has the same thought as the “struggle” between Jacob and 

Esau in the womb of Rebecca.  Matthew Henry said of this, “The babe leaped to give a signal to his 

mother that He was now at hand whose forerunner he was to be.” p. 1567 And why did John leap?  This 

was a leap of joy! v. 44 John the Baptist was full of joy for the coming on Christ, even before they were 

born!  Later during his ministry, John will express it again!  John 3:29-30 

 

 

➢ “Elisabeth was __filled_____ with the Holy Ghost:” v. 41 She received special knowledge, insight, and 

power from God.  Old Testament prophets were filled with the Holy Spirit to speak God’s words, and 

here Elisabeth was filled for the same reason.  Mary had told Elisabeth nothing.  Elisabeth received all 

her information about the coming Christ-child from the Holy Spirit.  What had authenticated all this to 

her?  The baby leaping!   

 

 

Here we find the first New Testament poem, a song of praise. Elisabeth in “priestly fashion” gives this 

benediction or blessing on Mary. It seems dear young Mary didn’t even get in the door of Zachariah and 

Elisabeth’s home before Elisabeth pours out this blessing! Elisabeth spoke in faith and humility! Humbled that 

the mother of the Messiah would visit her, and in faith, for she was confident that the Messiah was coming! 

Remember, Elisabeth was living with a faithless, dumb man who had not believed!  God does bless those who 

simply believe!  But don’t miss this, Elisabeth lifted her voice in an unrestricted, highly emotional manner and 

praised God with a “loud voice’! Such joy and amazement!   
 

➢ “Blessed art thou among women,” v. 42 Here we see the exact same blessing as the angel had spoken to 

Mary a few days before, “Blessed art thou among women.” (v. 28)  Elisabeth did not say, “Blessed art 
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thou above women,” for Mary was not sinless; she was a human like Elisabeth and Zacharias.  Instead, 

she expressed joy over Mary’s position of bearing the Christ. 

 

 

➢ “blessed is the fruit of thy womb.” v.42 But unlike the angel, Elisabeth can say, “blessed is the fruit of 

thy womb”!  She knew it was Christ, she expressed joy over this fact!  This was a revelation from the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

 

➢ “And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” v. 43 Elisabeth showed she 

believed the fact of the coming Messiah, rejoiced in it and was humbled that Mary came to her. This will 

be the same attitude John, her son, will have as he stood before Jesus 30 years later! (Matt. 3:14) The 

emphasis here was on “my Lord” – Messiah, not on Mary.  Just as David had referred to the Messiah in 

Ps. 110:1. This was known by special revelation directly from the Holy Spirit!  She was acknowledging 

Jesus, not the mother!  

 

 

➢ “And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a __performance__ of those things which were told 

her from the Lord.” v. 45    JD Pentecost said this in his book The Words and Words of Jesus Christ, 

“Elisabeth eulogized Mary, not because of her sinlessness, but rather because of her faith…” p. 47 

Elisabeth was emphasizing Mary’s faith! These words would have encouraged a young Mary 

concerning her future. This may be the reason she came, knowing this godly woman would encourage 

her.  

 

 

The Scriptures tell us Mary stayed with Elisabeth for three months. (Luke 1:56)  That would take it up to the 

birth of John, but we have no hint she was at the circumcision eight days later.  Most Bible scholars believe she 

left shortly before this sacred event to face her own family…and Joseph.  

  

“Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a son.  And her 

neighbors and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced 

(__continuous action – kept rejoicing; over and over__) with her. And it came to pass, that on the eighth day 

__they__ came to circumcise the child; and __they__ called him Zacharias, after the name of his father. 
 And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he __shall__ be called John.  And they said unto her, 

There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name. And they made signs (__continuous action – kept 

making signs; over and over__) to his father, how he would have him called. And he asked for a writing 

table, and wrote, saying, His name __is__ John. And they marveled all.” Luke 1:57-63 
 

VII. Elisabeth’s Obedience v. 57-63 Elisabeth lived in continual joy and those around joined her! The 

reproach was removed.  She did not live-in disgrace any longer.  What a joyous, happy group must have come 

together to witness and celebrate the circumcision of the miracle son of Zachariah and Elisabeth.  The 

circumcision of Jewish boys took place on the eighth day of life.  And this circumcision is recorded for us.  

After it was completed, a benediction and prayer was given with the name announced for the first time!  It 

would have sounded much like this, “Our God and the God of our fathers, raise up this child to his father and 

mother, and let his name be called in Israel Zacharias, the son of Zacharias.” (Shep. p. 25) But the prayer was 

interrupted by Elisabeth, “Not so but he shall be called John.”  She made no explanation but stood up against 

any other name besides that of “John”.  This was her normal pattern of living – obedience to God! 
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This is the last time we hear of Elisabeth.  But we can be assured she went on in faith and obedience and raised 

her little son as long as God gave her life. For she understood what a great task her John had in the plan of the 

Almighty God that she loved and trusted!   
 

Believer’s Application: 
 

Let’s be like Elisabeth---full of praise to God, full of righteousness in living, full of humility before others, full 

of wisdom in word, full of honor toward God---full of faith!   Elisabeth praised the work of God; lived right; 

pleased God; was humble; saw herself as unworthy of these blessings; wise; lived in faith; obedient; dependent 

on God; trusted God’s words and actions.  She was a remarkable woman!  Not only did God used Elisabeth to 

bear the forerunner of Christ but also in encouraging Mary at a time she would need it.  How? 

1. Elisabeth would encourage her in the fact that she was going to bear the Messiah and it would happen just as 

the angel had said!  Elisabeth was living proof of the accomplishment of Gabriel’s announcement!  

2. Elisabeth would encourage Mary to continue to trust God and to continue an attitude of service to God. In the 

years ahead, Mary never lived down the fact that Jesus was conceived before she was married.  It was thrown 

back at Jesus 30 years later.  Elisabeth had to have known the pain Mary would bear in her obedience.   

3. And so importantly, Elisabeth shared in Mary’s joy at a time no one else would. 

 

Every Mary needs an Elisabeth & Every Elisabeth needs a Mary!  To share, admonish, and cheer in life.  This is 

a Biblical mandate for discipleship!  Titus 2:3-5 


