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Vol. 1 #2 Lesson 6 TEd 

Characters of Christmas – Wisemen 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 

The visit of the wisemen was sometime after Jesus’ birth and the temple presentations. Only Matthew will 

record this event. Christ, the Son of God, the Messiah, would have lived for nearly 2 years without any special 

recognition. Joseph seemed to have settled his family in Bethlehem, as we are told in this passage they were in a 

house.   

 

“Now for the first time in the New Testament, __Gentiles___, having received a message from God, accepted it 

and responded to it in __faith__.”  J Dwight Pentecost 
 

Matthew shares with his Jewish readers that even Gentile rulers saw Jesus’ birth as a great event in world 

history!  The record of the visiting Wisemen highlights this thought.   
 

I.  The Wisemen – “Magi” Every book I studied gave their opinion on who were the wisemen. But the truth is 

we really know very little about these men. Almost everything in this section is speculation.  We do not know 

where the wisemen of Matthew 2 were from, we do not know what they did, or how they knew about the 

Messiah’s coming.  What we do know is, they saw a star, knew somehow it was telling of the Messiah’s birth, 

that they brought gifts, and worshipped the Christ child!  
 

• Where were they from? We are told the wisemen were from the east. Persia, Arabia or Babylon would 

all make sense.  These would be developed civilizations with a group of Magi within their culture.    

 

 

• What was their position? Instead of Wisemen, Magi is a better translation.  Magi – honorable students 

of religions, sciences, philosophy, medical science, magicians, astrologist These all would be covered 

by what this caste would consist of over the centuries. Be aware, the job, or position would change from 

ruler to ruler, or from culture to culture, and generation to generation. In Babylon, Daniel would have 

been a Magi, matter of fact, the head of the Magi of Babylon. Dan. 2:2,48; 4:6-7; 5:7,11-12 It is evident 

these men were distinguished, respected, and wealthy! Both Warren Wiersbe and John McArthur feel 

that the wisemen were superstitious astrologist who studied the stars.   

 

 

• How did they know about the Messiah? 1) Jews of exile in Babylon had a witness to the truth among 

their land.  2) As scholars learned from Old Testament writings studied. 3) Special message from God. 

Actually, I feel that perhaps each had a part in their knowledge. 

 

 

Whatever their background or past interests, now they began to be wisemen indeed when they set themselves to 

travel thousands of miles to inquire after Christ! 
 

II.  The Star – Natural Phenomena or Supernatural Occurrence 

Most scholars seem to mention a possible natural phenomenon (lining up of several planets and a comet) but 

then go on and settle on a supernatural event.  The whole Christmas story is a supernatural miracle!   
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“1Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came 

wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2Saying (the tense of this verb is continual, they continued saying this 

over and over), Where is he that is __born__ King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and 

are come to worship (Gk - __pay homage__) him. 3When Herod the king had heard these things, he was 

troubled (Gk - __in great turmoil; terrified; greatly agitated__), and all Jerusalem with him. 4And when he 

had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he __demanded__ of them where 

Christ should be born. 5And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the 

prophet, 6And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of 

thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule (Gk - __shepherd__) my people Israel. 7Then Herod, when he 

had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently (Gk - __more accurately__) what time the star 

appeared.  8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and 

when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 9When they had 

heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came 

and stood over where the young child was.” Matthew 2:1-9 
 

III.  The Wisemen’s Situation  
 

1. “there came wise men from the east to __Jerusalem__,” – J Vernon McGee put forth that there were a 

large number in the Wisemen’s caravan.  This impressive group and the legitimacy of their insights 

certainly got the attention of Herod and all of Jerusalem.  They came sincerely looking for information, 

not necessarily thinking he was born in Jerusalem.  This was a logical step in the Magi’s mind.  Men 

such as these were quit the story. 

 

 

2. “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” – In the Greek the emphasis in this phrase is “born”. This 

one that is born has a legitimate claim to Israel’s throne by virtue of his birth!  No wonder Herod will 

react in fear!  He was being viewed as a usurper to the throne.   

 

 

3. “for we have seen __his__ star in the east,” – “star” – Gk - broad word for any kind of heavenly light; 

wide applications - comet, meteors, constellations. Wisemen calculated the stars, to these men, a natural 

phenomenon would have been explained and a wonder to see but a supernatural star would have moved 

learned men to investigate.  After that investigation, these Magi felt convinced enough to risk all to find 

the King of the Jews and go and worship Him!  

 

 

            Numbers 24:17 – Star + Israel + King  prophecy of Balaam – this is the only place associated together 
 

4. “When Herod the __king______ had heard these things, he was __troubled__, and all Jerusalem  

with him.” – Jesus’ coming caused many reactions! To Zachariah, Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph, and the 

shepherds, Jesus’ birth brought joy, wonder, and excitement. To Herod and many citizens of Jerusalem, 

Jesus’ coming was not joy but disturbing, and caused great turmoil!   
 

Herod – Herod would have known that the Messiah heralded in the Old Testament would be seen as the 

rightful heir to the throne. The Christ would be another threat to his position.  This was Herod’s biggest 

fear—competition for the throne.  

 

Jerusalem – There are several reasons why the 40,000 citizens of Jerusalem might be “troubled” by the 

words of the wisemen.  1) The whole city was very aware of the vicious actions Herod had taken against 

anyone who might have sought his throne. When Herod was in a rage or suspicious, no one was safe.   
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2) Some scholars believed that it was the Religious Leaders who knew of the wisemen’s request, who 

would be the ones at the center of being “troubled”.  They will always reject Jesus for the same reason, 

their position with Rome and the people would have been in jeopardy if the Messiah was on the throne.   

John 11:47-50 

 

 

 

5. “he gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together,” – Cunning Herod demanded the  

     Jewish scholars to answer his theological question. These professional religionists expected the Messiah  

     from Bethlehem (John 7:42) as told in Micah 5:2 recorded 700 years before. They knew these facts by  

     heart, but they certainly were not in their hearts!   

 

 

 

6. “Bethlehem of Judah:” – Don’t miss this prophecy Matthew weaves into his narrative!  He is relating to  

    his Jewish readers references to Christ not only being the Messiah but also the perfect King of the Jews.   

    Notice how Matthew paraphrases Micah 5:2 along with these Old Testament principles concerning the  

    desire for the kings of Israel – 2 Sam. 5:2; I Chron. 11:2. This type of melting together of the Old  

    Testament is not unusual to the Gospels or Epistles.  Basically, this prophecy and principles are being put  

    together into one flowing prophecy narrative.   
  

    The verses from 2 Samuel and I Chronicles reveal how God desired a ruler of God’s people to be like a  

    shepherd.  This appears commonly in the Old Testament. It implies guidance, pastoral care, and a sense  

    of compassion.  Israel’s kings were told to rule and guide this way and this is how Jesus will lead!   

 

 

  

7. “when ye have found him, bring me word again,” – Herod will secretly enquire of the Wisemen for a  

     more accurate time frame of the appearing of the star. He again uses deception of sincere interest to learn  

     what age the child might be.  This secret interview was completed with a command (v. 8 – “and said”)  

     for the Magi to return to him once they found the child.  Of course, we all know this was a big fat lie!    

 

 

 

8. “and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them,” – It is widely believed that the star had  

     been gone from the sight of the Wisemen for some time. The fact that they saw it as they left Jerusalem  

     and their reaction to it implies this. This moving star gives weight to the belief that it was a supernatural  

     star!   

 

 

 

Let’s take a moment and look at the words that describe little Jesus at this time. 9 times in Matt. 2:8-21, Jesus 

will be called a “young child.”  Remember, time has elapsed from the time of His birth, Jesus is now a “young 

child” of about 2 years old.  Also, we notice that the family has settled into a house (v. 11), I wondered why 

Joseph his not mentioned.   
 

  “10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.  11 And when they were come into the 

house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him (notice the 

person of their worship—Jesus not Mary): and when they had opened their treasures (treasure boxes), they 
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presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned of God in a dream that 

they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.”  Matthew 1:10-12 
 

IV. Wise Men’s Reaction  

1. “they rejoiced with __exceeding__ great joy.” – We often have had to point out the weakness of the 

English language in comparison to the Greek, especially when it comes to adjectives – words that 

describe! Here we see that very evident! “rejoiced with exceeding great joy.” The reaction of joy by the 

Wisemen is strong evidence the star had been missing for some time. And now for the first time we see  

God lead them by the star, verse 9 tells us that the star, “went before them, till it came and stood over 

where the young child was.” The Wisemen had told Herod only that they had seen “his star,” only now 

it leads them! What rejoicing “with exceeding great joy” they must have felt to know God was directing 

them the last 5 miles. They would find the King of the Jews, the Messiah, without a doubt. No more 

seeking, only finding! This was a miraculous event!   

 

 

2. “and fell down, and __worshipped__ him: ...they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 

myrrh.” – And just like the humble shepherds, we see the Wisemen falling before Jesus and worshipping 

Him. In reality, this is why they had traveled thousands of miles! Verse 3 says, “we have seen his star in 

the east, and are come to worship him.” They certainly didn’t fall down and worship King Herod in the 

palace in Jerusalem!  We read Herod had told the Wisemen that he also wanted to worship the Christ but 

that was far from the truth!  The action of bowing was action worthy of royalty and the gifts were 

presents worthy of a future ruler!  In Genesis 43:11, Jacob sent his finest local products and gifts to 

honor Pharaoh. Some of these were consumable, some acted simply as ancient money! Spices where 

often a commodity bought and sold as assets. We see this in the story of Mary washing Jesus’ feet with 

ointment in John 12.  The gifts given by the Wisemen; gold, frankincense and myrrh, were very costly, 

perhaps the finest products of their land, and all given in worship and honor to Christ.  What happened 

to these extravagant gifts?  All agree the gifts would have come in very handy in resettling in Egypt.  

Little did anyone know that that very night God would require a quick escape from Herod’s deadly plan!   

 

 

3. “And being warned of God in a dream...they departed in their own country another way.” -  The 

Wisemen would have gone back to Herod. They had felt he was sincere but God revealed the danger. 

Herod must have been a master in deception. You would think at least one of these “wisemen” would 

have had the insight to smell a rat, but instead God gave them a second special divine revelation in the 

form of a dream. The Magi did not hesitate to obey God.  They had followed Him once as God had 

revealed Christ by “his star” and now the warning of God in a dream caused them to alter their plans and 

return to their country a different way.  God intervened against the deadly plan of Herod against Jesus.   

 

 

Believer’s Application: 
 

These Wise Men recognized Jesus has the Messiah and went through great hardship to find him.  They desired 

to worship him.  Are we that wise?   

Let’s contrast between the Gentile Wisemen who journeyed far to see Jesus and the Jewish authorities who 

wouldn’t go five miles! The Wisemen searched for the King of the Jews and found Him; Herod feared the King 

of the Jews and sought to destroy Him; the Religious Leaders knew of the King of the Jews and ignored Him.  

Was it that the chief priests were too busy directly the daily worship in the Temple or the scribes too busy 

studying the Old Testament law, that they could not make time to travel the five miles to Bethlehem and seek 
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out the Messiah, the “King of the Jews!”  The Wisemen were so convinced they risked their lives to make this 

journey and the Jewish elitists couldn’t be bothered!  The Magi really were wise!  

 

How about us?  Modern-day theologian, Craig Blomberg said this about these men, “Thus one born in obscurity 

is recognized by unlikely devotees as the future King of Israel. The child whose birth is shrouded in suspicions 

of illegitimacy is in fact God’s legitimate appointee. On the other hand the legal rulers, both political and 

religious, by their clinging to positions and power and prestige, prove themselves to be illegitimate in God’s 

eyes. Sadly, the church in many ages has perpetuated this pattern. Meanwhile, God often chooses to reveal 

himself to pagans, at times even in the midst of their religious practices, to lead them on to the full truth found 

only in Christ.”  Matthew, The New American Commentary, p. 66 

 

Have we recognized the great value of Jesus Christ?  Have we come to Him in saving faith, placing our lives in 

His hands, and trusting Him to remove our sin?  Have we set all earthly pursuits aside to pursue after Him?  

Have we made Christ the center of our religious zeal, removing all empty, time consuming efforts.  Do we seek 

Him?   

 

Each Holiday season our family displays every Christmas card we receive.  The photo greeting cards go in a 

special place to be viewed by all; the rest are used as decorations around the doors in our kitchen.  Not one year 

goes by that we don’t receive a beautiful Christmas card with a silhouette of Wisemen riding on camels, with a 

long, lone star in the background. Almost certainly the sentiment will read, “Wisemen Still Seek Him”!  It’s 

true you know!  Are you wise? Do you seek Him?  Col. 2:5-10 


