
1 

 

Vol. 1 #2 – Lesson 7  

Characters of Christmas – Simeon & Anna 
Luke 2:25-38 

 

Simeon and Anna joined the shepherds as witnesses of the birth of Jesus the Messiah.  Their age and __piety__ 

carried extra weight to the reality of their words.  
 

Simeon 
 
“25And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was __just__ 

and __devout__, __waiting__ for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 26And it was 

__revealed__ unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's 

Christ (Lord’s Anointed – Messianic name).” Luke 2:25-26 
 

I. Simeon’s Setting – Simeon lived in Jerusalem.  Some suggested that Simeon could have been a priest like 

Zachariah, but the Biblical record does not support this.  But certainly, his words, lifestyle, and actions are 

“priestly.”  Several times in my study I read about the possibility of Simeon being a Hasid Jew.  This is a very 

old order of a fundamental, conservative, and orthodox sect of Jews. “Kept the law in spirit as well as letter.”     

 

 

II. Simeon’s Character – Simeon’s pious character brings him in stark contrast with the Religious Leaders of 

his day! While they were concerned with how man perceived them and their personal gain both monetarily and 

in position, Simeon solely cared for his standing before God. 
 

• “just” – This is generally speaking of Simeon’s relationship with man.  He lived blameless, honest, and 

righteously before man.  

 

 

• “devout” – In other passages this Greek word is translated, “feared the Lord.”  This word is speaking of 

Simeon’s relationship before God.   

  

 

• “waiting for the consolation of Israel”– Simeon’s heart was longingly set on expectancy of the Messiah.  

Many were waiting for the Messiah (Luke 3:15; Mark 15:43), but their beliefs were skewed by 

contemporary teaching that Messiah would deliver them from their adversaries, not their greatest need, 

separation from God. We will see from Simeon’s words, that modern teaching had not robbed him from 

true understanding of the Scriptures.  Some had wondered if he had understood Daniel 9:25, Daniel’s 

timetable of the future. We do not know, but what we do know is God honored him by revealing to 

Simeon he would see the Messiah! 
 

“consolation” is an interesting word used here. It means comfort. The Old Testament holds many 

passages concerning the comfort the Messiah would bring. (Is. 25:9; 40:1-2; 66:1-11) What a wonderful 

truth of Christ, He does bring such comfort to our souls!  This is the essence of God.  (Ps. 103:13) 

 

 

These first three characteristics combined are the foundation to Old Testament faith. Simeon loved, reverenced, 

obeyed, and believed God. 
 

• “Holy Ghost was upon him.” – Simeon was under the influence of the Holy Spirit. He was Spirit guided 

and Simon followed! 
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• “revealed (communicated) unto him….that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s 

Christ.” – Not by a dream, or angel but by the Holy Spirit Simeon knew this truth! Wow! Because of 

Simeon’s great faith God honored him with the promise to see the Messiah before his death.   

 

 
“27And he came __by__ the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 

__for__ him after the custom of the law (the observance of redeeming Jesus, first-born son back from God), 
28Then took he him up in his __arms__, and blessed God, and said, 29Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 

depart in peace, according to thy word: 30For mine eyes have seen __thy__ salvation,31Which thou hast 

prepared before the face of __all__ people; 32A light to lighten the __Gentiles__, and the glory of thy 

people __Israel__. 33And Joseph and his mother marveled (notice Joseph is not named as Jesus’ father) at 

those things which were spoken of him.34And Simeon blessed __them__, (here is a change in focal point)   

and said __unto__ Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in 

Israel; and for a __sign__ which shall be spoken against; 35(Yea, a sword (Gk - __long javelin__) shall 

pierce through thy own soul __also__,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”  Luke 2:27-35 
 

III. Simeon’s Situation –  
 

• “came by the Spirit into the temple:” – God brought him into the temple, and Simeon followed! 

 

 

• “took he him up in his arms, and blessed God,” – God had told Simeon that he would see the Messiah. 

But in reality, because God’s grace, Simeon not only saw the Messiah he held him!!  Can you imagine 

being Mary and Joseph. You are just a poor couple in contrast to the spectacular beauty and glistening 

gold of the temple totally invisible to the strikingly dressed great ones who parade about and teach on 

the porches. Suddenly a distinguished old man stands before you and reaches for baby Jesus. Though a 

stranger, you know in your heart all is right!   

 

 

• “now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,” – God promised that Simeon would see the Messiah and 

here he thanks God for it!  He could die happy and in peace because he had seen the Messiah!   

       “depart” – This word is often used in the Scripture concerning the death of a saint. The word picture 

of this word is four-fold.  1) Release of a prisoner (2 Tim. 4:6)  2) Untying of a ship or boat   3) Take 

down of a tent (Phil. 1:23)   4) Unyoking of a beast of burden   All these descriptions show the freedom 

from restraint and the blessedness of freedom!   

 

 

• Simeon’s Praise and Prophecy – When we carefully look at the wording of this passage, we can see 

Simeon did not take Mary and Joseph aside and share his thoughts with them.  There in the temple, 

before any that might hear, he gave the most solemn and sweetest song of praise to God and prophesy 

concerning Jesus!  (v. 28) 

 

 

These words are in the form of a Hebrew poem, much like those of David’s.   
 

Spoken to God:  Verses 29-32 form the “Nunc Dimittis” – Simeon’s Psalm  We will study 5 Christmas 

songs written by those first Characters of Christmas.  Elizabeth, Zachariah, Mary, Angels, Simeon 
 

1. “mine eyes have seen thy salvation,” v. 30 – Notice what he called the Messiah – ‘thy salvation’.  

Remember what Simeon saw, a newborn baby – this little one was God’s salvation and this 
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wonderful doctrine is taught right here!  Salvation is not a duty, an act, a service; salvation is a 

person, Jesus Christ!  He was God’s salvation! The shepherds were also given this message by 

the angel, “a Savior which is Christ the Lord.” 

 

 

2. “prepared before the face of all people” v. 31 – God’s salvation, Jesus Christ, will be available 

for all nations, tongues, and tribes. (Is. 52:10)  One day they will stand together in glory to praise 

and sing before His throne.  (Rev. 7:9-10) 

 

          Now Simeon specifically mentions both groups of “all” – Gentiles & Israel. 
 

3. “A light to lighten the Gentiles,” v. 32 – Jesus’ significance will extend to the Gentiles, to the 

entire world!  Here in the Jewish temple, was a Jewish holy man, singing a song of God’s 

salvation which would go out to the entire world! Don’t forget Luke was a Gentile and was 

writing to a largely Gentile audience.  Often, he will record this wonderful truth, Christ came for 

all the world, including the Gentiles!  Is. 9:2; 42:6; 49:6; 60:1-3; Matt. 4:16; Acts 13:47; 28:28 

 

 

4. “glory of thy people Israel.”  v. 32 – Israel will praise God anew! Christ is Israel’s greatest 

blessing given to the world!   

 

 

             Spoken to Mary: We see Simeon speaking to Mary, though Joseph stood with her. Why would this be? 

Here Simeon prophesied the work and ministry of Jesus. Though wonderful for Mary to hear, it must have been 

almost impossible to understand and very disturbing. Four S’s are highlighted. 
 

5. “set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel.”  v. 34 – “A Stone” At this point, most 

believed Simeon had given baby Jesus back to His mother. As Simeon called him “this child” he 

went on to quote from Isaiah 8:14-15.  It would because of Jesus that within Israel there would 

be deliverance and division; anguish and redemption; judgement and salvation; reward and 

curse; received and rejected. In this phrase we have some falling over Christ and coming under 

judgement and others rising to understanding, truth, and the blessings of God. There would be no 

neutral ground!  Acts 4:10-12; Rom. 9:31-33; I Cor. 1:23-24; I Peter 2:4-9 

 

 

6. “a sign which shall be spoken against,” v. 34 – “A Sign” – This is a very strong statement in the  

     Greek.  “spoken against” is not just verbal but attitude in action. (Acts 28:22) In the life of Christ  

     there were several distinct signs given to the Jews pointing to the fact that Jesus was the Messiah.  

     1) Birth of Christ – He was slandered because of it. – John 8:41 2) Miracles of Christ – His  

     enemies tried to associate them with Satan. – Matt. 12:22-24 3) Holy Character of Christ – Would  

     not acknowledge His sinlessness. – John 9:16, 24 4) Crucifixion of Christ – The Religious  

     Leaders mocked Him – Matt. 27:39-43 Ultimately, the crucifixion was the strongest action taken   

     against Christ.  But in reality, it was God’s wonderful plan of Salvation! 5) Resurrection of Christ  

     – The Jewish Leadership lied about it. – Matt. 27: 62-66 6) Second Coming – The world rejects  

     it! – 2 Peter 3:3-5 

 

 

7. “a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,” v. 35 – “A Sword” The sword in this passage is  

    not a handheld knife that is placed in a sheath at one’s side, but a warrior’s mighty javelin.   

    Goliath was said to have a great javelin. The Greek form of “pierce” is the thought of continuing          
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    to pierce or keep piercing!  How sad; what pain.  Don’t miss the four-letter word, “also.” As     

    Christ was pierced through on the cross so also, Mary will be pierced through to the heart, over  

   and over.  But please realize, when Jesus rose from the grave, Mary’s pain turned from sorrow to  

   great joy!     

 
 

8. “the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” v. 35 – “A Stethoscope” A stethoscope used by a  

    skilled listener can reveal the truth about a patient’s weak heart, even if the patient looks healthy.   

    JW Shepherd, late professor of New Testament Interpretation said in his book, The Christ of the  

    Gospels, Jesus would “tear open the veil of externalism in the religion of Israel, revealing the  

    thoughts of many.” p. 36 We certainly find the hearts of many Religious Leaders not in tune with  

   God. The rejection of the Messiah revealed the appalling state of Jewish faith by the time of Christ.    
 

 

Anna: 
 

“36And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a 

__great__ age, and had lived with an husband __seven__ years from her virginity; 37And she was a widow 

of about fourscore and four years (__84 years__), which departed not from the temple, but __served__ 

God with fastings and prayers night and day. 38And she coming in __that__ instant gave thanks likewise 

unto the Lord, and spake of him to __all__ them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” Luke 2:36-38 
 

I. Anna’s Setting – Anna was a very elderly widow having lost her husband after only seven years of marriage. 

Since that time, she had seemingly made her home in the Temple. This would have been very unusual and a 

great honor, for only the highest-ranking priests would have a chamber on the Temple site.  Anna’s age is 

actually debated among scholars. Some believe that she would have been 84 years old at the time of meeting 

Mary and Joseph. Others had a more literal calculation of her age, putting Anna at well over 100.  

18+7+84=109 We are told she was of the tribe of Aser (Asher). This is noteworthy, the tribe of Asher never 

returned to Israel after the Babylonian exile. But evidently her family did. Another interesting detail Edershiem, 

a converted Jewish Rabbi, mentioned was that Jewish tradition tells us women of Asher were especially 

beautiful and often sought out to marry the High Priest or a King! This dear, lovely, aged woman had dedicated 

herself to perhaps 84 years (over a life time!) of worship, fasting and prayer.   
 

 

II. Anna’s Character – Anna’s name means “grace” and we certainly see God’s grace in this incident. 
 

• “prophetess” – There are several mentions of prophetess’ in the Old and New Testament.  Generally, a 

prophetess is a woman who spoke God’s Word or were unusually close to God. This title was given to 

them by others. They are not preachers but spoke by the power of the Holy Spirit. Those called 

prophetess’ were strongly committed to God and had special spiritual insight.  Realize, even the twisted, 

wicked Religious Leaders her day, recognized her unique position and seemed to honor her with a place 

in the Temple.   

 

• “served God” – Anna’s days were filled with service to God in the form of fasting and prayers! This was 

her life; her daily occupation!   
 

 

III. Anna’s Situation – Both Anna’s present and future situation is told to us in Luke 2:38. 
 

• “she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord” v. 38 – (present) The story of Simeon 

and Anna are closely related. As Simeon stood praising God and relating the truths of Christ the Messiah 
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to all who would listen, we are told “she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord.”  

These two Old Testament saints undoubtedly knew each other.  They were like-minded in love and 

devotion to God and both were looking for the Messiah. Here they both praised God together! What a 

contrast these two were to the grand parade of Jewish great ones that fought for position and the honor 

of men.   

 

 

• “spake of him to all them that looked for the redemption in Jerusalem.” v. 38 – (future) Here is the heart 

of Anna and all those that God deemed righteous at the time of the birth of Jesus---they sought for the 

redemption of Israel.  Other words, they looked for the coming Messiah!  The word “spake” in the 

Greek is one of continuous action.  Anna told all those like-hearted, that the Messiah, the Redeemer, had 

come, she had seen Him!  Until the day she died, this would have been her message of truth!   

 

 

Anna’s greatest legacy wasn’t beauty, family decent, or even a place of honor in the temple. Her greatest 

characteristic was how she spent each day and night, in fasting and prayers. Her faithfulness to God and 

believing His promises caused her to look for the Messiah. Her joy and reaction in seeing Jesus tells us of her 

faith. Verse 38 tells us of this reaction, Anna “gave thanks likewise unto the Lord and spake of him to all.”  Her 

mind was centered on Israel’s need of redemption, not the shallow needs of Israel (Her, of all people, saw 

Israel’s shallow heart while observing Religious Leaders daily in the temple.) While political freedom from 

Rome was taught as Israel’s greatest need, the real need of Israel was redemption from the sins of unbelief and 

unfaithfulness to God.  Anna spent the rest of her life telling others that this redemption had come!   

Believer’s Application: 

1. Simeon and Anna were faithful to God in a wicked world and God blessed them with seeing the Messiah.  

God calls us to be faithful to Him while in the world. 

This is the only time we see these two saints mentioned in Scripture. Their extraordinary faith was blessed by 

God in a special way! In both these faithful followers of God, we see characteristics lived out that should also 

be evident in all of us. Let’s look at a few of these: 
 

1) Led by the Spirit of God – This should be our hearts greatest desire – to remain led and controlled by the 

Holy Spirit.  We need to be actively looking for anything that might quench or hurt the relationship we have 

with the gift of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  Gal. 5:16-25 

 

2) Taught by the Word of God - One of our driving passions should be the Word of God.  We should mature to 

the point that it is not something to be marked off of a list but instead be a vital part of our daily schedule. 

Studying the Bible should be one of our greatest joys. It is most profitable for our life and to teach others!  

2 Tim. 2:15; Joshua 1:8 

 

3) Obedient to the Will of God  - Down through the ages, God repeatedly has asked His people to love and obey 

Him.  Wisdom, abundant life, safety, and blessing comes from simply following Him.  John 14:23   

 

4) Stood alone for truth – Both Simeon and Anna looked very different from the great Religious leaders that 

walked about the Temple each day. Yet in God’s eyes they were the great ones! What set them apart? The stood 

alone for truth! Can that be said of us, or do we blend in with the weak and sick world around us?  I Cor. 15:58 

 



6 

 

Ultimately, these two were blessed by God by seeing Jesus, the Salvation of God.  As we live our lives, let’s 

seek to faithfully to be led by Him, study His Word so we are well prepared for life and the encouragement of 

others, stay obedient to God in all things, and stand for truth in a truth-blinded world! Please know, you, like 

Simeon and Anna, will also see Jesus someday!!   
 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the 

trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”                    

I Thess. 4:15-16 

 

 

2. Just like the shepherds, Simeon and Anna were thankful to God for the Messiah and joyfully told others.  We 

are also commanded to do the same.     
 

The natural outpouring of personally meeting Jesus is thankfulness and a great, driving desire to tell others!  We 

saw that with the Shepherds, the wisemen, and now Simeon and Anna.  Luke 3:15 tells us at the beginning of 

Christ’s ministry, there were people looking in expectation for the Messiah. Could it be there were still 

circulating the happenings of 30 years before as told by the shepherds, Simeon, and Anna?   

 

Let’s be faithful in our relating God’s truth to others.  We truly can impact generations to come as we witness, 

disciple, and live godly lives.  Acts 13:36 


