\Vol. 8 #12 WSTE
Upper Room — Part 12

Christ’s Prayer for His Own
John 17

This is the greatest prayer recorded in Scripture. Theologians have called it the Holy of Holies in the Gospel
record. We must approach this chapter in a spirit of humility, reverence, awe, and solemn worship as we are
allowed to listen in to God the Son conversing with His Father just before He is about to give His life asa
ransom for sinners.

This chapter marks an end of Jesus’ earth ministry and the beginning of His intercessory ministry for believers.
Many great preachers, theologians, and servants of God have made this chapter precious and read it often. Its

words and themes are learned by heart. These phrases are Jesus’ prayer for His own and it encourages us to live
for Him!

Most scholars feel He prayed this prayer in the Upper Room, then He and the disciples sang the traditional
Passover hymns, and left for the Garden of Gethsemane.

I. Prayer Requests Concerning Himself v. 1-5

» To be Glorified as the Son so that He can Glorify the Father Jesus is not asking for self-seeking
honor and glory but the ability to glorify the Father! This great glory is reflected to God at the cross.
The cross displayed God’s love for the world! Phil. 2:9-11

“These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the __hour _ is come;
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also (“also” — this word is found in very few English translations. Most agree
that this word should be omitted.) may glorify thee:” John 17:1

“These words spake Jesus,” — This prayer is actually the Lord’s Prayer, the other was a pattern to pray.

J Dwight Pentecost said of this prayer, “We have before us one of the most intimate glimpses anywhere in
Scripture of the mind and heart of the Lord as He lead in prayer.” Pentecost, p. 448 Also, it has been said that
this prayer is the “Greatest prayer recorded in Scripture”. It is a revelation to us of the communication which
passes between the Lord Jesus and the Father in heaven! And we know the Father always hears the Son.
(John 11:41-42)

“the hour is come;” — This is the hour for which He has waited. It was a Divine time, set aside for the plan of
salvation to be accomplished. (John 1:29; John 2:4; 7:8; 30; 8:20) Jesus would not let this time table to be
altered. (Gal. 4:4-5)

“glorify thy Son,” — Jesus had brought glory to His Father by His works and words over the last 3 % years of
ministry on earth, but before Him lay the greatest honor and glory to the Father; His obedience unto the cross
for the saving of the world and His resurrection from the tomb. (John 12:23-25; 13:31-32; Rom. 1:4)



» Eternal Life for as Many as God Gives Him

“As thou hast given him power over all flesh (men), that he should give _ eternal life  to as many
as thou hast given him.  And this is __life eternal , that they might know (GK — on going; keep on
knowing) thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent (Gk — sent messenger).”

John 17:2-3

This verse is directly connected to verse 1 and His glorification of the cross and resurrection which brings
salvation. In all of this was God’s plan of restoration of man to a relationship with Himself!

“power” to give eternal life — Gk — authority (Matt 28:18; John 3:35; 5:27; 6:37; 10:28) John 5:24-27; the end
and purpose of His whole ministry! Christ gives eternal life. (I Tim. 1:15) This is especially in view of
granting eternal life and with it eternal security!

“to as many as thou hast given him.” - God chooses who will come to Christ and then Christ gives eternal life.
(John 6:37-44 — Jesus has taught this during His ministry) All believers are given to Christ by God, this is a
doctrine that is repeated 7 times in this chapter! (v. 2, 6,9, 11-12, 24) Jesus was God’s gift to the world;
Believers are God’s love gift to the Son! These verses are clearly teaching that the unconverted sinner belongs
to God and were chosen before the foundation of the world. (John 6:37; Eph. 1:3-5) “strange wonder”

“And this is life eternal,” — Here is a definition of “eternal life” — to “know” God the Father and God the Son —
to grow in grace and knowledge. Entering in and growing in a personal relationship with God. This begins at
our Salvation and continues throughout eternity! (Phil 3:8-14; 2 Peter 1:1-3; 3:18; | John 5:20)

» Restoration of His Pre-existent Glory

“I have glorified thee on the earth: | have __ finished the work which thou gavest me to do. And now,
O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had (pre-existence glory) with thee
before the world was.” John 17:4-5

“I have glorified thee on the earth:” — Every parable, teaching, discussion, healing, action of Christ glorified His
Father. This was the heart of Christ throughout His ministry. Jesus revealed the Father; exposed sin; trained
the twelve; challenged the traditions of Judaism

‘T have finished the work” — Gk — active voice-made perfect or complete; Jesus was looking upon His work on
earth as done. His greatest work is yet to be done on the cross; taking the sin of the world, but Jesus sees it as
complete. In the mind of Christ it is finished. “There is a sense that with Christ and the Father there is no
future but all is present.” John R Rice P.331 The heart of Jesus was to glorify His Father. Phil. 2:8-11 This
should also be our greatest desire!

Jesus is not facing death as a disappointed, fearful man,
but as one with a sense of victory!



“glory which I had with thee” — other translations - “glorify me together with yourself, with the glory”; “glorify
me alongside yourself.”; “glorify me in your own presence with the glory | had with you” After the cross Jesus
IS requesting to be returned to the glory that He shared with His Father before the world was created. Paul
described this time before Jesus’ incarnation in Philippians 2:6; here Christ is seeking that restoration. He had
emptied Himself of all glory! John 1:1-2

We know this prayer of Jesus was answered! Acts 7:55-56; Hebrews 1:1-3
Il. Prayer for His Disciples v. 6-19

» Rehearses the Accomplishments of His Earthly Ministry to the Disciples Jesus will overview the
outcome of all His teaching and the sum of all their learning! He prays to His Father with the disciples
listening that His understands they have “perfect confidence in the person of Christ.”’; that they are true
believers qualified to represent Him!' These men are flawed and their faith will be shaken but Christ
knows their hearts as He knows the heart of all men.

1. Jesus had revealed to the disciples God’s  character  and they have __ received God’s word.
“I have manifested (__made known; revealed ) thy name (__nature; character ) unto the men which

thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavestthem me; and they have _ kept  thy
word.” John 17:6

“manifested thy name unto the men” — Gradually by word and deed He revealed to them the nature and
character of God. (John 1:18)

“thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me;” — The Upper Room is full of new
and glorious doctrine! Again, Jesus repeats this wonderful thought! We are a gift to Christ from God!

“they have kept they word.” — The word “kept” does not mean as much “obeyed” commands as just simply
“received”. These disciples have had a mind and readiness to receive the Son, His message, and His mission in
so far as they were able! Jesus will repeat this thought in verse 8. This reminds me of many new believers |
have known over the years. They might not understand all the deep things of God but with an open heart to
learn and gain they “receive” God’s word!

2. Jesus knew that the disciples _ understood  that all Jesus had was given of the Father.

“Now they have __known  that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee.” John 17:7 God
was the author of salvation, Jesus obeyed His Father to work out that wonderful plan, all founded in love!

“Now they have known” — The disciples have advanced to the point of understanding that the character, gifts,
and labors of Christ came from God. All they had seen, heard and have been a part had been from God!



3. Jesus knew that the disciples believed that He was sent from the Father.

“For | have given unto them the words which thou gavestme; and they have _ received them, and
have known surely (with certainty) that | came out from thee, and they have __ believed that thou didst
send me.” John 17:8

“For | have given unto them the words which thou gavest me;” — God’s Word is the greatest gift Christ gives us
after salvation! Not possessions or position but truth, righteousness — the Words of Life! They reveal all we
need!

“and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee,” — just as in verse 6, Jesus
repeats the fact that the disciples have “taken n” His words. Are we quick to “receive” God’s word? Are we
willing and ready to say to our Heavenly Father, “You said i, I believe it, and I will obey it!”*?

“they have believed that thou didst send me.” — This expression is found often in this prayer (v. 3, 8, 18, 21, 23,
25). Belief in Christ as God’s Son is foundational to saving faith (John 15:15; 16:30) and was the thrust of
Christ’s ministry! This is the doctrine that caused the persecution of the early church! Jesus was not a prophet,
a good teacher, but the Son of God! And yet today, this is where an unbeliever must begin in their journey to
salvation — Jesus is God!

Based on the disciple’s faith, Jesus sees them as qualified to represent Him to the world.

» Prayer for Their Protection The Heart of Jesus is total protection of His own!

“] pray for them: | pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are _thine .
And all mine are __thine , and _ thine  are mine; and | am glorified (Gk — perfect tense, continual
action) in them.” John 17:9-10

“I pray not for the world,” — Jesus excluded the world in this prayer, but He will be dying for the world and
sending His believers into the world. The world is not of God, but Christians are! (1 John 5:19) Jesus is
praying for His own; He is interceding for them! (Heb. 7:25)

“for they are thine.” — We also belong to the Father (Rev. 5:9-10; I John 5:19)! The unity of the Trinity is found
throughout this prayer. God the Father is the “invested owner” (John 15:1).

“T am glorified in them.” — Amid unbelief and rejection, this small band of men dared to trust and follow Christ
and that brought glory to Christ! In the same way with all our failures Christ says He is glorified in us! This
should be very encouraging to us. | Cor. 6:20; 10:31; 2 Thess. 1:11-12; Col. 3:17-24; Matt. 5:16



“And now | am no more (longer) in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father,
keep (Gk — imperative urgency but spoken with infinite tenderness) through thine own name those whom
thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. While | was with them in the world, | __ kept them
in thy name: those that thou gavestme | have __kept , and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition;

that the scripture might be fulfilled.” John 17:11-12

“T am no more in the world,” — So sure was His death, resurrection and ascension that He spoke of it as
accomplished!

“keep through thine own name” — Jesus has a great request of His Holy Father concerning His followers, He
desired God to preserve them in the character of God-like holiness and separation from the world as He had
when with them. Our eternal security is the answer to that prayer! (Rom. 8:31-32) Eternal security being
spoken of here is hinted by the fact that Jesus brings up the loss of Judas, the son of perdition. But remember
Judas was not a true believer and under the protection of Christ. Jesus had made several references through His
ministry to this fact and even earlier in the Upper Room. (John 12:27; 13:10)

“that they may be one, as we are.” — Jesus’ desire for believers is the same spiritual unity as the Trinity
experiences. God has and will answer every prayer of Jesus—we are all in harmony in mind and by the spirit of
love through the Holy Spirit! (John 10:28-30; 17:21; Rom. 12:4-5) Where ever you find saints in the New
Testament, you find them in fellowship. God’s people need each other! We need each other’s encouragement,
we are all one in the Spirit! (Gal. 3:28)

“T kept them in thy name:” — Jesus protected them when He was with them. He debated with the Religious
Leaders, and handled the hostile crowds. This was God’s will — plan for Christ. (John 6:37-40; 10:27-30;
18:7-9) Now Jesus asks the Father to keep those that are His. We are the precious gift to Christ from God.
God created us and He will certainly keep us secure and protected. Itis the nature of God to love and protect
His own! That is why He provided salvation. There will be no separation from God once you are His.

Rom. 8:28-39

“scripture might be fulfilled.” — Judas is an example of an unbeliever who pretends to have salvation! This
being lived out among Jesus’ disciples was foreordained by God in Scripture. Ps. 41:9; 69:25; 109:8;
John 13:18

“And now come | to thee; (these disciples hear again the fact that Jesus was going to His Father!) and these
things I speak in the world, that they might have __my  joy fulfilled in themselves. | have given them
thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, evenas I am not of the
world. | pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest _keep them
from the evil. They are not of the world, evenas | am not of the world.”  John 17:13-16

“that they might have (Gk — active, habitual, repeated and continuous) my joy”’“I have given them thy word;” —
Jesus has taught and relayed the plan of God, taught God’s truth, and shown them God’s heart. They had a
much distorted view of God and His ways taught to them by the Religious Leaders and traditions of their day.



He taught them for three years, sat in the Upper Room and gave them encouragements for the future (John
15:11), including the coming of the Holy Spirit based on His leaving, and now raised His face toward Heaven to
pray for them. What a wonderful gift of God. (John 17:8) And in turn they have given those Words to us

(I Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21) They were of Divine origin! Jesus’ heart was for His followers to have true joy
that God’s Word gives!

Joy found in knowing God’s Word — Ps. 119:14; 162

Joy found in the Upper Room — Being a servant to others 13:17; Abiding in Christ 15:11; Resurrection of
Christ  16:20, 22; Prayer 16:24; Understanding of the truths of the Upper Room 17:13

“the world hath hated them,” — This we must expect! As they hated Christ they will hate His followers! Jesus
repeats the fact that the disciples are not of the world. (John 15:18-27) This is a lesson taught often in the New
Testament. (I John 3:13).

“T pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world,” — Jesus does not want the Father to remove
believer’s from the world for they have “greater works” of “fruit bearing” to do! God receives glory by leaving
us here! Others are saved by our witness! As in Rev. 22:17 we cry, “Come” but God needs us here. And as we
wait for God to give the word to Christ to call us up, we live “soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world;” (Titus 2:12-14)

“keep them from the evil.” — First Jesus asked His Father to secure our eternal home and now for protection
from the Devill About 80% of English translations read, “keep them from the evil one.” That “one” is Satan!
Christ desires God’s protection for His own from Satan and all evil, wicked forces. The Devil wants to destroy
believers but God is their strong protector! This principle is found throughout the Old and New Testament!
(Ps. 23; 27:1-4; 91; Gal. 1:3-5; 1 John 5:18; Jude 24-25)

“They are not of the world,” — Jesus explains that they have His, not the world’s character. Remember, if we
are a Christian, we are “born again”, that means ‘“born from above”. So we are not of this world. J Vernon
McGee said of this truth, “The measure in which we as believers realize this; the more completely we fulfill His
will and accomplish His purpose.” JVMcGee p. 481 We are to be dead to this world; the Spirit of Christ is
opposite to the spirit of this world!

» Prayer for their Sanctification (to be setapart for a work)

“Sanctify (__set apart for a specific work ) them through thy truth: thy word is truth. As thou hast sent
me into the world, evensohave l also __sent  them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify
myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.” John 17:17-19

“Sanctify” — This “setting apart” is done by the Word of God, first by salvation and then during our life time of
spiritual growth! (Eph. 5:26-27; 2 Thess. 2:13-17; James 1:21-25; 1 Peter 1:22-23)



“thy word is truth” — His Word is inerrant (true) written by the God who cannot lie. This is an Old Testament
principle. (Ps. 119:142, 151) Jesus is Truth (John 14:6) Spirit is Truth (I John 5:6) Our study of the Word of
God brings knowledge of our responsibilities in holy living and fruit bearing service. Then we commit
ourselves to obey it!!  Wycliff said, “There one learns what God requires and how He enables one to fulfil the
requirement.” WYC p. 359

“sent me’/’sent them” — Literal - “For the same purpose that you sent me into the world, | now have sent them
into the world.” The mission of Christ and the disciples is the same in purpose and result----A world-wide
mission to bring the Gospel! As in Christ’s ministry some will respond! (John 15:16) Don’t shun the world but
reach out with light and salt! (Matt. 5:13-16; John 20:21) Jesus always called His followers to deny
themselves, being totally committed to Christ and His will. Christ is our example in that kind of sacrifice!
(Matt. 10:38; 16:24; Mark 8:34; 10:21; Luke 9:23; 14:27)

“T sanctify myself,” — Jesus Himself was totally set apart to do the Father’s will. He set Himself apart for the
sacrificial death of the cross for sinners revealing God’s great love for the world! He did this so we can be
saved! (Heb. 2:9-18)

I11. Prayer for Believers to Come

» Prayer for Unity Jesus’ great desire was that all His followers might be one in spirit and purpose —
spiritual unity (character & work)! This purpose is communicated very strongly and passionately!

“Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through __ their  word;

That (in order that) they all may be __one ; asthou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may
be one inus: that (in order that) the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which
thou gavest me | have given them; that (in order that) they may be __one , evenaswe are _one : lin
them, and thou in me, that (in order that) they may be made perfect in __one ; and that (in order that) the
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.” John 17:20-23

“through their word;” — Jesus now prays for those who are saved by the witness or written word of those before
Him. “Knowing that Jesus prayed for us should give us confidence as we work for His Kingdom.” LA p. 1844

“That they may be one” — Unified as one body together — spiritual unity. | Cor. 12:4-6, 12-25; Eph. 2:11-22;
4:3-16; Heb. 10:23-25 Of course the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one, we learn this early in our Christian
walk. But here we learn that Jesus desires all Christians to be one with them! “Discord and division become
no Christian. “A world characterized by selfishness, greed, strife, and division needed to have evidence that
believers were rightly related to the Father and the Son by the unity they displayed in their relationship with one
another.” Pentecost p. 451 John 13:35, “By this shall all men know what ye are my disciples, if ye have love
one to another.” The Trinity is the example of perfect unity! Here Jesus is teaching God’s desire for all
Christians to be one with them! Phil. 1:9-11 But all too often that is not the case among believer! Thomas



Brooks (1608-1680) Puritan preacher, author and a favorite of Charles Spurgeon, said, “For wolves to worry
lambs is no wonder, but for lambs to worry another, this is unnatural and monstrous.” Rom. 14:19

“Christ prays that our prejudges, or bias, or self-seeking pride or denomination or cult,
may be superseded by an outgoing love for all who love and trust the Lord Jesus.” JRRice p. 338

“And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them,” — Our unity is based on the glory given to us by
Christ — the attributes of God through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. Col. 1:27; 2 Peter 1:3-4 Our
Christ-like internals not our externals — race; color; abilities, economic standings — but our qualities as given by
God to each believer. This includes the ministry and sufferings of Christ. 2 Cor. 4:6; Eph. 3:16-21 “The more
Christians are taken up with the glory Christ has given them, the less disire they will have o vainglory and
consequently, the less disposed to quarrel” MH p. 1742

“made perfect in one” — We are brought together around the saving gospel! The cement (bond) of this oneness
and the love of God toward me, the same love He has toward Christ! 1 Cor. 12:12-13; Eph. 2:14-19

“T in them, and thou in me,” — Christ is in us and God is in Christ! What a mystery and wonder! John 10:38;
17:26

“that the world may know” — Jesus’ reason for unity with the believer is for the world to see evidences of God’s
love for both them and the Son, ultimately bringing them back to a relationship with God. Remember the world
needs these evidences! John 13:34-35

“hast love them, as thou hast loved me.” —. Another translation reads, “May they be brought to complete

unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” God loves us as
much as He loves the Son! “That boggles the mind!” said J Vernon McGee of God’s love, the thrust of John
3:16, is found in this verse. John 16:27 Why unity? It demonstrates God’s love to the world. The lost world
cannot see God, but they can see Christians. The unity of believers shows the world God’s love!

» Prayer for Their Eternal Home with Him

“Father, 1 will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be __ with  me where | am; that they may

behold  my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.”
John 17:24

“be with me where I am;” — GK — these words have the emotion of happiness Heaven!! Jesus last request was
asking His Father to bring us to heaven to be with Him! Jesus wants us to see and share in His glory!

Beholding the glory of Christ has always been part of heaven! It is spoken in the scripture often! Rev. 1:13-16;
2:18; 5:11-13; 19:11-16; Phil. 3:20-21; 1 John 3:2 This was the text Warren Wiersbe would often use when
conducting funerals. This was the prayer of Jesus to His Father; desiring Believers to be present with Him in
Glory!  Why Heaven? 1. Jesus paid the price | Thess. 5:9-10 2. Jesus had already made this promise — John



14:-6 3. Jesus asked for this in prayer John 17:24 Being together in fellowship was the purpose for creation,
at last it will be realized!

“for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” — The love relationship between Sonand Father goes
back into eternity pass. These requests were based on the Father’s love for the Son. He was confident in their
answer.

» Closing and Summarizing of the Prayer for His Own Take special note of the final points Jesus
leaves with His disciples.

“Orighteous Father, the world hath not known thee (Ignorance and darkness) : but | have known thee (the
only one worth), and these have known that thou hast sent me. And I have declared unto them thy name,
and _ will__ declare it: that the __love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and __ |

in them.” John 17:25-26

“O righteous Father,” — Jesus is again highlighting the holiness of God the Father. v. 11 Jesus excludes the
world that has no righteousness but includes believers who know the righteous God who loves them!

“Twill declare it” — Jesus’ desire was to teach us the characteristics of God. Here He mentions the great nature
of God — His love!

“that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them,” — The last mentioned topic is for God’s love to
be in our hearts and in our lives. John 15:9 Jesus continues to declare His Father to the believer through the
Holy Spirit. The characteristic (name, nature) highlighted is God’s love which Christ declares and desires in all
Christians. Understanding the love and unity of God the Father and Christ will be the secret of success for the
believers love and unity to one another!

“and I in them.” — This is the result of the complete restoration of man back to God — salvation! (v.23) Are
you restored back to God, is He in you!? Or are you a seeker! Find Him! Col. 1:27

Thus Christ ends His prayer
only to continue it again shortly at the right hand of His Father in heaven,
until all believers are gathered with Him for eternity!

“If you and I will understand and apply the truths revealed in this profound prayer,
it will enable us to be overcomers too!”



Believers Application:
1. Prayers of Christ

Blessed or Thanked for Food Luke 24:30; John 6:11; Mark 8:6 - This was Jesus’ pattern throughout His
ministry and it should definitely be ours! Matt. 6:25:26 — all food comes from God, let’s thank Him for it!

Prayer concerning the understanding given to His disciples Matthew 11:25-26/Luke 10:21 - Sounds much like
John 17 as Jesus thanks His Father for the disciples’ understanding!

Tomb of Lazarus John 11:41-42 — Desired those around Him to believe that He was from God; knew God
always heard Him.

“Father, glorify thy name.” God answers Him John 12:28 -. This is a dominate theme of John 17

Garden of Gethsemane Matthew 26:39, 42; Mark 14:36; Luke 22:42 —The desire for God’s will is Jesus’
driving passion!

Prayers on the Cross Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34; Luke 23:34; 43; 46 —Three prayers from the cross

Prayer in the Upper Room John 17 —Most detailed and longest prayer recorded in Scripture.
1. Prayer after a sermon/teaching — after speaking to the 11 disciples, Jesus turned and spoke to God.

2. Prayer was a “family” prayer — He loved and prayed for them in their presence.

3. Prayer when parting — A prayer of dedication as they part.

4. Prayer before His sacrifice for them and the world.

5. Prayer that is an example of His intercession for all of us

2. Jesus said, “I am glorified in them.” (v. 10). How do we glorify Christ with our lives?

» Whatever we do should glorify God, good works — Matt. 5:14-16; | Cor. 10:31; | Cor. 6:19-20;
Rom. 12:1-2 both in our body and spirit, how we live and react

» Bearing much fruit brings God glory — John 15:8

» Giving God praise glorifies Him — Heb. 13:15-16; Ps. 50:23; 86:9

» Taking persecutions patiently brings God glory — I Peter 4:16-19
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3. Let’s review the Spiritual priorities of Jesus’ heart in this prayer.
Security of His Followers — Eternal security; Security from the Evil One
Bring His Father Glory
Sanctifying of Believers
Unity of Believers
Bringing the knowledge of God and restoration to a lost world

4. Unity — Practical Aspects within our church and beyond!

» | Peter 3:8 — Here are the literal meaning of some of the main words of this verse: “compassion”-
sympathy; “love as brethren” — love as family members; “pitiful” — tenderhearted; “courteous” —
humble  This kind of living will bring wonderful unity within the church and with it a bring light to
the world. What a harbor of piece to anyone enduring the storms of life within the church. What a
wonderful beckon of hope to a soul without Christ!

» Eph. 4:3 — The main word in this verse is “Endeavoring”. This word means, eager, zealous, passionate,
dedicated, and committed. This is a very strong word. Oh, how we are to struggle to maintain the
unity of the Spirit using the glue of peace! We are all sinful people; it will take work and diligence to
keep the unity!

» Phil. 2:2-4 —v. 2 Paul rejoiced over the Philippians (1:3), yet their lack of unity grieved him. Here he
asks them to complete his joy by living in peace. They were to have the same goals, think the same
thing, live with the same purpose, love each other the same, and be driven by the same mission!

v. 3 Paul continues to encourage the Philippians to work together in peace, humility, and meekness.
v.4 Lastly, Paul says to look around and be more concerned about others then for themselves. That is
the basis of Christian living because, as Paul goes on, that mimics Christ (v. 5-9).

» 2Cor. 13:11 — Here are the literal meaning of some of the main words of this verse: “Be perfect” —
restore, mend, repair to completeness; “good comfort” — encourage; “one mind” — agreeable This
verse speaks of restoring those that have broken unity. Paul finishes this thought by saying “live in
peace” and then the God of love and peace shall bless!

» Acts 4:32 — The example of the early church was one of living as a loving, close family! They had one
purpose, one love, and one possession. Our heart for one another within the body of Christ should be
quick to love, quick to forgive, quick to encourage, and quick to share. God blessed them and He will
do the same for us!
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